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CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT FOR 1994 

The official count period for the 95th Audubon National 
Society's Christmas Bird Count was December 17, 1994 through 

January 2, 1995. Two of the Nebraska locations conducted counts 

outside the official period, Grand Island on the 16 Dec. and North 
Platte on 7 Jan. 

The numerical data are presented in Table 1 (pages 4-9) in a 
west (left) to east (right) and north (top) to south (bottom) order 
for 12 locations entirely in Nebraska, and 2 locations (DeSoto NWR 
and Tristate) that are not entirely in Nebraska. Unusual species 
underlined in the reports are marked * before the number in a 
particular column, and unusual numbers underlined in the reports 
are shown in bold. For Bald Eagles, the total number, which is 
given first, includes any adults and/or immatures (given in 
parentheses) . Species with subdivisions such as for Snow Goose, 
Northern Flicker, and Dark-eyed Junco, are counted as a unit in 
getting species totals. 

Sightings not identified to species such as "blackbird sp.," 
are listed at the ends of the two location descriptions involved 
(DeSoto and Lincoln), except for hawk groups (Accipiter, Buteo, or 
Falcon) and "meadowlark sp," which are in the table. Unidentified 
species are included in the total numbers but not in the number of 
species except for "meadowlark sp." when no specific form was 
reported. Species seen in the count circle during the count period, 
but not on the count day, are listed at the end of the location 
descriptions. 

The following descriptions of the 14 locations (all in 
Nebraska unless indicated) with abbreviations (if used) in table, 
are presented alphabetically, and include pertinent information and 
names of compilers and participants. 

Beaver Valley (Beav. Vail.): center 4 mi. west, 1.5 mi. south 
of Petersburg, Boone Co. (NW corner of Sec. 5, T21N, R7W) ; 17 Dec., 
7:30 A.M. - 5:15 P.M., temp. 34-38° F., clear, wind NW 15-25 mph, 
snow 6 in., still water frozen, moving water partly open; 4 
observers in 2 parties; 6hrs. and 6 mi. on foot, 6 hrs. and 106 mi. 
by car. Tom Dickey, Wayne J. Mollhoff (compiler), Colleen and Don 
Noecker. 39 species, 6754 individuals. 

Calamus-Loup (Cal. Loup): center 7 mi. west, 4 mi. north of 
Burwell (NW corner of Sec. 5, T22N, R17W), circle mostly in Loup 
and Garfield Cos.; 30 Dec.; cold and snowy; 1 feeder observer (no 
other data provided) . G. Batt, Loren Blake, Norma Brockmoller 
(compiler), Roger and Solde Cutshall, Jean Gahl, Neil Pohlman, Dick 
and Nancy Powers, Neal and Izen Ratzlaff, Jan Uttecht, Duane Wolff. 
51 species, 14,078 individuals. A Green-winged Teal was seen during 
the count week, but not on the count day. 

DeSoto National Wildlife Refuge (DeSoto) : center at DeSoto NWR 
headquarters, areas covered were Missouri Valley and Wilson Island, 
IA, Blair and Fort Calhoun in NE; 18 Dec. (no weather data 
provided). Betty Allen, Elliott Bedows, Warren Bielenberg, Gary and 
Martha Breit, Myrna Brown, John Brownrigg, Harry Duncan, Essie and 
Sam Grill, Jim and Sandy Kovanda, Steve Lamphere, Jim McLochlin, 
Jennifer Mortensen, Shirley Noan, Babs and Loren Padelford, Don and 
Janis Paseka, Cheryl Peterson, Dick Rasmussen, Neal and Izen 
Ratzlaff, Ernie and Linda Rudolph, ..Mindy Sheets (compiler), Jerry 
Toll. 58 species, 7523 individuals Including unidentified duck (1) 
and sparrow (144) species. 

Grand island (Grand Isl.): center NW %, NW Sec. 1 (T10N, 
R10W), circle includes all of Grand Island, Cornhusker State 
Wildlife Management Area, so. half of Hall Co. Airport, 1 and Crystal 
(continued on page 10) 



Table 1. Nebraska Christmas Bird Count for 1994 in Fourteen Areas. 


Species 

Scbl. 

Lake 

MCC. 

North 

PI. 

Rear. 

Cal. 

Loup 

Loup 

City 

Grand 
Xsl. 

Beav. 

Vail. 

Nor¬ 

folk 

Br O 
Sew. 

Lin¬ 

coln 

Oma¬ 

ha 

De- 

Soto 

Tri- 

st. 

Pied-billed Grebe 












*1 



Horned Grebe 


4 













Western Grebe 


13 













Amer. White Pelican 


3 


1 











Great Blue Heron 
blue form 

4 

8 





3 



1 

1 

1 



Tundra Swan 













*1 


Gr. White-fr.Goose 


1 





3 



3 


1 



Snow Goose 
white morph 
blue morph 

1 

2 


1 

2 






1 

65 

12 

340 

65 

2941 

Canada Goose 

11,683 

7942 

1010 

12,883 

8240 

250 

13,306 

176 

92 

1441 

3238 

660 

1 


Green-winged Teal 


9 


1 



4 








Mallard 

2426 

1015 

125 

95 

1194 

4200 

6722 

6000 

163 

3366 

368 

62 

63 

2 

Northern Pintail 

2 






2 



2 

2 

2 


1 

Northern Shoveler 


1 













Gadwall 


52 





1 




2 




American Wigeon 

64 

2 



1 


1 





2 



Canvasback 


4 






1 







Redhead 














2 

Ring-necked Duck 

1 

17 





2 








Greater Scaup 


28 













Bufflehead 


108 



4 










Hooded Merganser 


16 






1 
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Species 

Scbl. 

Lake 

North 

Kear. 

Cal. 

Loup 

Grand 

Beav. 

Nor- 

Br O 

Lin- 

Oma- 

De- 

Trl- 


McC. 

PI. 


Loup 

City 

Isl. 

Vail. 

folk 

Sew. 

coin 

ha 

Soto 

st. II 

Common Merganser 


35,000 

3 

1 

84 

10 

6 



88 

2 

15 

6 

6 

Ruddy Duck 


2 













Osprey 



1 












Bald Eagle 

6 

10 

25 

11 

10 


16 

6 

11 

2 

1 

16 

43 

14 

adults 

(2) 






(11) 

(6) 

(10) 



(11) 

(31) 

(12) 

immature 

(4) 






(5) 


(1) 


(1) 

(5) 

(12) 

(2) 

Northern Harrier 

3 

6 

2 

4 

8 


10 

6 

10 

30 

15 

2 

3 

4 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

1 

2 


1 



2 


7 

4 

10 

6 

2 

1 

Cooper's Hawk 


1 

4 

1 

2 


1 


2 


2 



1 

Northern Goshawk 


1 













hawk (Accip.) sp. 


1 













Red-shouldered Hawk 












3 



Red-tailed Hawk 

9 

17 

8 


10 

11 

19 

3 

36 

56 

101 

125 

33 

71 

light morph 




16 











dark morph 

Harlan's 




1 

1 

1 








1 

Ferruginous Hawk 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 









Rough-legged Hawk 

3 

3 

2 


22 

2 

14 

8 

10 

14 

2 

4 

3 

2 

light morph 




4 











dark morph 




3 











hawk (Buteo) sp. 





2 




2 



1 

1 


Golden Eagle 


1 

1 

1 imm. 




1 






1 









imm. 







American Kestrel 

13 

19 

13 

9 

8 

4 

13 

2 

67 

29 

41 

18 

13 

36 

Merlin 


2 


1 

1 


3 



3 

1 


1 


Prairie Falcon 


3 


2 







1 





U1 
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Table l. Nebraska Christmas Bird Count for 1994 in Fourteen Areas. 


Species 

scbl. 

Lake 

McC. 

North 

PI. 

Rear. 

Cal. 

Loup 

Loup 

City 

Grand 

Isl. 

Beav. 

Vail. 

Nor¬ 

folk 

Br O 
Sew. 

Lin¬ 

coln 

Oma¬ 

ha 

De- 

Soto 

Tri- 

st. 

hawk (Falcon) sp. 


1 











1 


Gray Partridge 





7 










Ring-necked Pheasant 

6 

22 

7 


6 

4 

13 

41 

510 

36 

44 

24 

53 


Gr. Prairie-Chicken 


15 

9 


322 



44 







Sharp-tailed Grouse 


1 

8 


129 










Wild Turkey 

17 

28 



48 


17 


2 



63 

10 

88 

Northern Bobwhite 

11 

11 

5 




18 


109 

35 

64 

28 

11 


American Coot 

* 2 

1 





2 








Killdeer 


8 









20 




Baird's Sandpiper 


1 













Common Snipe 

3 

4 



4 . 




2 


1 




Ring-billed Gull 

4 

3115 


5 






16 

18 



3 

California Gull 


134 













Herring Gull 


416 

78 

5 






38 

7 




Thayer’s Gull 


1 













Glaucous Gull 


2 








1 





Rock Dove 

53 

53 

39 

163 

40 

20 

100 

14 

368 

17 

478 

76 

213 

41 

Mourning Dove 


24 





2 


5 

12 

141 

27 

7 


Eastern Screech-Owl 


9 




1 

11 

1 

6 

7 

8 

3 

10 

3 

Great Horned Owl 

4 

12 

3 

2 

2 

2 

9 

2 

8 

17 

21 

1 

3 

4 

Barred Owl 









1 


6 

2 

1 

1 

Long-eared Owl 





1 




2 

4 

13 

2 

2 



ON 

LO 
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Species 

Scbl. 

Lake 

McC. 

North 

PI. 

Rear. 

Cal. 

Loup 

Loup 

City 

Grand 

Isl. 

Beav. 
Vail. 

Nor¬ 

folk 

Br O 
Sew. 

Lin¬ 

coln 

Oma¬ 

ha 

De- 

Soto 

Tri- 
st . 

| Short-eared Owl 









1 






Belted Kingfisher 

2 

5 

2 

1 

1 

2 

4 


1 

5 

1 

4 

1 

3 

Red-head. Woodpecker 











6 

128 


20 

Red-bell. Woodpecker 


3 

3 


3 

1 

9 


19 

30 

27 

71 

49 

33 

Yell.-bel. Sapsucker 










1 



1 


Downy Woodpecker 

6 

14 

11 

8 

12 

3 

21 

5 

48 

66 

90 

97 

89 

34 

Hairy Woodpecker 


5 

5 

1 

9 


5 

2 

15 

21 

15 

11 

9 

9 

Northern Flicker 















Yellow-shafted 

9 



3 


1 


3 

31 


16 

42 



Red-shafted 

15 



4 




2 






1 

Yel-sh. x Red-sh. 

1 










1 




Northern Flicker 

17 

42 

8 


16 


24 



29 

17 


94 

13 

Horned Lark 

40 

233 

542 

74 

280 

22 

99 

58 

131 

155 

115 

11 

271 

3 

Blue Jay 

46 

14 

6 

4 

2 

1 

20 


50 

196 

497 

197 

110 

167 

Clark's Nutcracker 

* 2 














Black-billed Magpie 

55 

76 

11 

9 

5 


20 

7 

40 

7 

12 




American Crow 

96 

36 

72 

834 

1046 

27 

87 

145 

358 

1131 

1544 

445 

93 

291 

Bl.-Cap. Chickadee 

44 

51 

13 

43 

84 

17 

70 

53 

149 

227 

350 

421 

212 

73 

Tufted Titmouse 












49 


25 

Red-breast. Nuthatch 

12 








1 


5 




White-br. Nuthatch 


8 

3 

3 

6 

4 

23 

18 

35 

64 

65 

130 

42 

35 

Brown Creeper 


4 


1 



1 

1 

3 

14 

19 

7 


3 

Carolina Wren 











2 

8 


5 

Winter Wren 










5 

1 

2 



Marsh Wren 


8 







1 
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Table 1. Nebraska Christinas Bird Count for 1994 in Fourteen Areas 


Species 

Scbl. 

Lake 

McC. 

North 

PI. 

Rear. 

Cal. 

Loup 

Loup 

City 

Grand 

Isl. 

Beav. 

Vail. 

Nor¬ 

folk 

Br O 
Sew. 

Lin¬ 

coln 

Oma¬ 

ha 

De- 

Soto 

Iri - 

St. 

Golden-cr. Kinglet 


4 


1 

8 


3 


14 

22 

51 

8 


2 

Ruby-cr. Kinglet 










1 





Eastern Bluebird 


3 










9 

4 

3 

Mountain Bluebird 


7 













Townsen. Solitaire 

19 

84 



1 


1 

1 







Hermit Thrush 













1 


American Robin 

85 

277 

12 

4 

2 



6 

20 

99 

26 

10 

10 

23 

Northern Mockingbird 



1 












Cedar Waxwing 


42 



41 




61 

70 

47 

125 

45 

155 

Northern Shrike 

3 

6 

3 

1 

31 

3 

2 

4 

11 

8 

1 

1 



Loggerhead Shrike 






1 



1 

1 





European Starling 

6482 

342 

673 

312 

312 

117 

753 

7 

1989 

1157 

4551 

7128 

1529 

2657 

Yellow-rump. Warbler 


1 










1 

1 


Northern Cardinal 


20 

8 

3 

23 

10 

28 

1 

51 

90 

181 

125 

75 

76 

Rufous-sided Towhee 







2 


1 

east. 

6 

6 

spot 



7 

Amer. Tree Sparrow 

121 

285 

18 

63 

705 

130 

162 

19 

851 

2218 

1146 

361 

700 

450 

Chipping Sparrow 













1 


Field Sparrow 











1 




Vesper Sparrow 














1 

Song Sparrow 

8 

25 




4 

3 


2 

49 

56 

29 

9 

24 

Lincoln's Sparrow 







1 








i Swamp Sparrow 












9 


2 

1 White-thro. Sparrow 







*1 



1 

13 
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Species 

Scbl. 

Lake 

North 

Kear. 

Cal. 

Loup 

Grand 

Beav. 

Nor- 

Br O 

Lin- 

Oma- 

De- 1 

Tri- 


McC. 

PI. 


Loup 

City 

isl. 

Vail. 

folk 

Sew. 

coin 

ha 

Soto 

st. ! 

White-crown. Sparrow 

7 

9 





2 



9 

9 


2 


Harris’ Sparrow 




1 


3 

7 


39 

150 

113 

1 

8 

15 

Dark-eyed Junco 

55 

523 

127 

63 

410 

33 

179 

19 

618 

1120 

914 


1031 

368 

Dark-eyed Junco 















Slate-colored 

34 







31 

609 


335 

717 



White-winged 

4 














Oregon 

64 





1 


2 

9 


16 

1 



Lapland Longspur 


70 








3 



1 


Snow Bunting 





8 



8 





6 


Red-winged Blackbird 

1270 

91 

201 


1 

200 


10 

32 

75 

2300 

4110 

439 

23 

Western Meadowlark 

5 


39 

8 



76 


46 

1 

4 

1 



meadowlark sp. 


43 








24 

231 

13 

108 

3 

Rusty Blackbird 










60 


4 

50 


Brewer's Blackbird 


3 






3 





8 


Great-tailed Grackle 












60 



Common Grackle 

3 

8 



2 


1 

2 

1 


36 

156 



Brown-headed Cowbird 









12 

2 


45 

151 


Purple Finch 





1 


6 


4 



4 



House Finch 

60 

169 

118 

58 


4 

63 


46 

16 

167 

30 

31 

13 

Red Crossbill 

8 














Pine Siskin 

48 

9 

2 

26 



3 



58 

30 

3 

6 


American Goldfinch 

215 

240 

155 

34 

493 

45 

50 

9 

129 

348 

488 

215 

72 

30 

House Sparrow 

232 

632 

269 

156 

165 

20 

167 

30 

2085 

471 

1558 

482 

1038 

399 

Total species 

49 

87 

44 

47 

50 

32 

59 

39 

54 

64 

67 

66 

58 

51 | 
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(continued from p. 3) 

Lake; 16 Dec. (1 day before count period), 7:15 A.M. - 5:30 P.M., 
temp. 28-44° F, clear, wind 10 mph, 95% snow cover, water 95% 
frozen; 12 observers in 7 parties and 5 feeder watchers; 9.25 hrs. 
and 8.15 mi. on foot, 22.75 hrs. and 321 mi. by car, 4.75 hrs. and 
43 mi. by car owling, 16 feeder hours. Diane Archer, Colleen 
Babcock, Paul Currier, Jim Etherton, Ken Kroeger, Anne and Ron 
Kruse, Gary Lingle (compiler), Ryan Lingle, Hank Markvicka, Connie 
McCartny, Jim Meyers, Gary and Scott Purdy, Jeanette Schmidt, Erika 
Wilson. 59 species, 22,219 individuals. 

Kearney (Kear.): center 2 mi. west of Kearney bridge over 
Platte River, circle includes Kearney Cemetery, Harmon Park, 
Cottonmill Park, Fort Kearny State Parks, Hiker-Biker trail, Platte 
River bridges, Kearney and Odessa, Fawn Meadows and Woods, 
sandpits, and roadside areas; 17 Dec., 8:00 A.M. - 4:30 P.M., temp. 
3 0-4 5° F, clear, wind 10-15 mph from west, 50% snow cover, still 
water mostly frozen, moving water 50% open; 6 observers in 2 
parties and 9 feeder watchers; 4 hrs. and 9 mi. on foot, 16 hrs. 
and 19 6 mi. by car. John and Margaret Bliese, George and Marian 
Brown, Lori Brown, Robin Harding (compiler), Rich Leuhrs, Ilene 
Paine, Lanny Randolph (compiler), Alice Rumery, Sherrard's, 
Margaret Triplett, and Mark Urwiller. 47 species, 14,990 
individuals. 

Lake McConaughy (Lake Me.): center at north end of Ogallala 
Beach Recreation Area, Gate 20, along south side of the lake, 
circle includes Lemoyne, Keystone, and Ogallala; 23 Dec., 6:00 A.M. 
- 5:00 P.M., temp. 19-46° F, clear A.M., partly cloudy P.M., wind 
calm, still and moving waters open; 14 observers in 6-7 parties, 26 
hrs. and 20.5 mi. on foot, 25 hrs. and 273 mi. by car, 3.5 hrs. and 
32 mi. owling. Russ Benedict, Gordon Brown, Stephen J. Dinsmore 
(compiler), Joe Gubanyi, Jerry Jorgenson, Joel Jorgenson, Larry 
Malone, Mark Peyton, Izen and Neal Ratzlaff, Dorothy J. and Richard 
C. Rosche, W. Ross Silcock, Jerry Toll. 87 species, 52,078 
individuals. The following species were seen during the count 
period but not on the count day: Trumpeter Swan, Wood Duck, Red¬ 
breasted Merganser, and Snow Bunting. 

Lincoln: center at intersection of Coddington and West A Sts., 
circle includes Pioneers Park, about 8 mi. in Wilderness Park, 
Lagoon Park, Yankee Hill Lake and Conestoga Lake areas, eastern 
half of Pawnee,Lake, and Wyuka Cemetery; 17 Dec., 12:00 A.M. - 
11:59 P.M., temp. 20-45° F, partly clear A.M., partly cloudy P.M., 
wind 5-16 mph from W to NW, trace of snow, still water frozen, 
moving water partly open; 32 observers in 19 parties, 84.5 hrs. and 
79 mi. on foot, 45.5 hrs. and 562.5 mi. by car, 10 hrs. and 45 mi. 
owling, 16 hrs. at feeders. Irene Alexander, Linda Brown, Terri 
Brown, Cindy Cochran, Jan DeGarmo, Kevin DeGarmo, John Dinan, Joe 
Doremus, Larry Einemann, Daryl and Margaret Giblin, Carolyn Hall, 
Nancy Hall, Betsy Hancock, Bob Helter, Jeanette Helter, Mark 
Humpert, Paul and Karla Kaufman (compilers), Tim Knott, Linda 
Maslowski, Peter Maslowski, Rosalind Morris, Jim Mountjoy, Paul and 
Phyllis Reagan, Roger Riss, John Sullivan, Clare Sward, Frances 
Taylor, Moni Usasz, Donald Williams. The following species were 
reported on the count day without adequate documentation: Snowy 
Owl, Greater Prairie-Chicken, and Harlan's Hawk. 67 species, 19,761 
individuals including unidentified duck (4), hawk (10), owl (2), 
and blackbird (1) species. 

Loup City: center \ mi. north of junction of highways #10, # 
58, and # 92 in Loup City, Sherman Co. (NW corner of Sec. 13, T15N, 
R15W); 18 Dec., 8:00 A.M. - 5:00 P.M., temp. 20-41° F, clear, wind 
10-20 mph from S, 4" snow, still and moving waters partly open; 1 
observer, 4 hrs. and 4 mi. on foot, 5 hrs. and 93 mi. by car. 
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Wayne J. Mohlhoff (compiler). 32 species, 5155 individuals. 

Norfolk: center at junction of US Highway 275 (business route) 
and US Hwy 81 (13th and Norfolk Ave.); 17 Dec., 5 A.M. - 5:15 P.M., 
temp. 20-30° F, cloudy and foggy in A.M., partly cloudy in P.M., 
wind 3-15 mph from N, 1% in. snow, still water frozen, open water 
partly frozen; 12 observers in 6-9 parties + 6 at feeders, 23 hrs. 
and 44 mi* on foot, 58 hrs. and 635 mi. by car, 2 hrs. and 3 mi. 
owling, 19 hrs. at feeders. Joyce Borgelt, Norma Brockmoller, Ed 
M. Brogie, Mark A. Brogie, Isolde Cutshall, Roger Cutshall, Jean 
Gahl, Gene Kincanon, Eldon Marsh, Elmer Neussendorfer, Dick 
Sanders, Kathy Sanders, Duane Wolff (compiler). 54 species, 8236 
individuals. The following species were seen during the count week 
but not on the count day: Red-headed Woodpecker, Snow Bunting. 

North Platte and Lincoln County: no official center given 
according to the rules of the National Audubon Society; 7 Jan, (5 
days after count period), 8:00 A.M. - 4:30 P.M., temp. -5-30° F, 
wind 10 mph from NW, snow cover, Lake Maloney mostly frozen. Wilma 
Wyman (compiler), 10 participants but names not listed. 44 species, 
3710 individuals. 

Omaha: center at Offutt Air Force Base Lake, Bellevue, circle 
includes Fontenelle Forest, Lake Manawa (Iowa) State Park, 
Plattsmouth Waterfowl Refuge, and portions of the Platte and 
Missouri Rivers; 17 Dec., 5:30 A.M. - 5:15 P.M., temp. 23-45° F, 
partly cloudy in A.M., clear in P.M., 4" snow, wind 5 mph SE to 25 
mph NW, still water frozen, moving water partly open; 32 observers 
in 8-10 parties + 1 at feeders, 34 hrs. and 33.5 mi. on foot, 38.25 
hrs. and 4 32 mi. by car, 3.75 hrs. and 19 mi. owling, 4 hrs. at 
feeders. Betty Allen, Jim Alt, Roland Barth, Kathy Bartman, Elliott 
Bedows, Richard Gilson, Ruth Green, Betty Grenon (compiler), Essie 
and Sam Grill, Yvonne Hardy, Craig Hensley, Marilyn Jensen, Clem 
Klaphake, Damon Klaphake, Ray Korpi, Jim Kovanda, Sandy Kovanda, 
Don Maas, Cliff Nation, Babs and Loren Padelford, Richard 
Rasmussen, Izen and Neal Ratzlaff, Kathleen Rose, Travis Saladino, 
Eric Scholar, Jerry Toll, Debbie Wigton, Edith Wilson, Sid Wilson. 
66 species, 16,547 individuals. 

Scottsbluff (Scbl): center at Visitors' Center, Scotts Bluff 
National Monument, circle includes Scotts Bluff Co. Airport, 
portions of the Wildcat Hills, part of Carter Canyon, Roubadeau 
Pass; 17 Dec., 7:15 A.M. - 3:45 P.M. , temp, 25-47° F, partly 
cloudy, 0-1" snow, wind 8.1 mph from NW, still water partly frozen, 
moving water open; 7 observers in 2-4 parties, 3 hrs. and 2.5 mi. 
on foot, 18.25 hrs. and 226.5 mi. by car. Helen Hughson, Alice 
Kenitz (compiler), Jude Larkin, Robert Larkin, Larry Malone, Brad 
McKinney, Leona McMaster. 49 species, 23,486 individuals. Species 
seen during count week but not on count day: White-breasted 
Nuthatch, Northern Cardinal. Alice Kenitz wrote: 

"One of the Two American Coots was seen in the morning just 
west of Scottsbluff along the North Platte River. The other was 
seen in the afternoon east of Scottsbluff in a pond, also near the 
North Platte River. The temperatures had been unusually warm, and 
there has been a lot of open water. The two Clark's Nutcrackers 
were seen in an area near the North Platte River by an observer who 
has lived in Rocky Mountain National Park and is very familiar with 
the species. He had an unobstructed view of one bird 25-3 0 feet 
away as it scratched around under a Russian Olive tree. After about 
15 seconds, it flew into a Russian Olive tree, where there was 
another Clark's Nutcracker." 

Branched Oak-Seward (Br O-Sew.): center 1 mi. south and 1 mile 
east of Garland (Sec. 9, TUN, R4E) , 20 Dec., 5:00 A.M. - 5:30 
P.M., temp. 28-34° F, light rain and snow A.M., light rain P.M. , 0- 
2" snow, wind 0-10 mph from SW, 15 observers in 9-10 parties, 43.75 
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hrs. and 48 mi. on foot, 29.75 hrs. and 330 mi. by car, 3 hrs. and 
46.5 mi. owling, 9 hrs. at feeders. James Alt, Ross Benedict, Johh 
Brenneman, Roger Cutshall, Larry Einemann, Joe Gubanyi (compiler ) t 
Chris Helzer, Thomas Labedz, Kevin Poague, Neal and Izen Ratzlaff, 
Natalie Sunderman, Tom Sylvia, Joe Wolfe, Duane Wolff. 64 species, 
13, 285 individuals. 

Tristate (Trist.): center at mile 556 on the Missouri River, 
circle includes Nebraska City, Missouri River bottoms and farmlands 
in Nebraska, Waubonsie State Park and Hamburg in Iowa, and extreme 
northwest Missouri down to the Nishnabotna River; 30 Dec., temp. 
16-36° F, partly cloudy, 2" snow, wind 0-5 mph from S to SE; 6 
observers in 4 parties and 1 owling party, 32.5 hrs. total field 
party hrs., 10 mi. by foot, 352 mi. by car, 1 hr. and 4 mi. owling, 
4 hrs. at 1 feeder location. Barbara Cunningham, Carol Falk, 
Lawrence Falk, Ross Silcock (compiler), Jerry Toll, Marie Tiemann, 
Betty Walters. 51 species, 8189 individuals. 


LIST OF SPECIES FOR WHICH THE RECORDS COMMITTEE SEEKS 
DOCUMENTATION 

The NOU Records Committee at its February 25, 1995 meeting 
revised the list of species for which the committee seeks 
documentation. This list was last published in 1988 (NBR 56:86-96). 
The committee seeks documentation on all species with less than 
regular occurrence in Nebraska, as well as any species occurring 
out-of-range or out-of-season. Changes in this list since 1988 
include the addition of new species documented for the state, and 
the deletion of species upgraded to regular status. Below are 
listed the species of less than regular occurrence based on the 
official list of state birds (a revised list will be published in 
a future issue of NBR). 

The following kinds of documentation are accepted by the 
Records Committee: photographs, slides, recordings, and written, 
descriptions. The committee also considers specimens or photographs^ 
of specimens in the possession of organizations and/or individuals: 
who have been authorized to have them. In order to legally handle 
a specimen (roadkill, windowkill, etc.), you are required to obtain 
both federal and state permits. 

Photographs, slides, and recordings are preferred means of 
documentation whenever possible. A written documentation is often 
the only available means to document a species. A well-written 
documentation is extremely valuable, and should include a detailed 
description of all aspects of the observation, as follows: 
descriptions of plumage, flesh parts, eye color, size (relative to 
a species observed at the same time can be very useful), and any 
noticeable field marks (i.e., wing bars, eye rings, crown stripes, 
tail markings, etc.). Extraneous observations can often be useful. 
For example, worn tail feathers or a leg band might indicate that 
the bird is an escaped captive bird rather than a wild bird. A 
written description can never have too much detail, but it can 
easily leave out critical details, which may be important in 
evaluating the documentation. A very useful part of a written 
documentation is a discussion of field marks used to separate the 
bird from similar species. Descriptions of the bird's behavior and 
habitat are also very important parts of a well-written 
documentation. In addition to the above, a few details of the 
observation are also important, including exact location of the 
sighting, date and time of the sighting, duration of the sighting, 
optics used, distance from the bird, field guides used to identify 
the bird, and when the description was written (i.e., written 5 
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urs later, written 2 days later from notes taken in the field at 
2he time of the observation, written from memory a week later, 
tc ) For a detailed discussion on how to write a written 
documentation see NBR 54 (4):74-77 1986. Documentations may be sent 
. Joseph Gubanyi, Concordia College, Seward, NE 68434. 

^ -Joseph Gubanyi, Records Committee Chair 


Red-throated Loon 
Pacific Loon 
Red-necked Grebe 
Clark's Grebe 
Biown Pelican 
Neotropic Cormorant 
Anhinga 

Tricolored Heron 
Roseate Spoonbill 
Wood Stork 

Black-bellied Whistling-duck 
Tundra Swan 
Bean Goose 
Brant 

Mottled Duck 
Eurasian Wigeon 
Common Eider 
King Eider 
Harlequin Duck 
Black Scoter 
Surf Scoter 
White-winged Scoter 
Barrow's Goldeneye 
Black Vulture 

American Swallow-tailed Kite 

White-tailed Kite 

Mississippi Kite 

Harris' Hawk 

Gyrfalcon 

Sage Grouse 

Yellow- Rail 

Black Rail 

Clapper Rail 

King Rail 

Purple Gallinule 

Common Moorhen 

Common Crane 

Snowy Plover 


Mountain Plover 
Eskimo Curlew 
Whimbrcl 
Red Knot 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 
Red Phalarope 
Pomarine Jaeger 
Parasitic Jaeger 
Long-tailed Jaeger 
Laughing Gull 
Common Black-headed Gull 
Thayer's Gull 
Iceland Gull 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 
Great Black-backed Gull 
Black-legged Kittiwake 
Sabine's Gull 
Ancient Murrelet 
Common Ground Dove 
Inca Dove 
Groove-billed Ani 
Northern Hawk-Owl 
Great Gray Owl 
Boreal Owl 

Calliope Hummingbird 
Broad-tailed Hummingbird 
Rufous Hummingbird 
Red-napcd Sapsucker 
Williamson's Sapsucker 
Three-toed Woodpecker 
Pileated Woodpecker 
Yellow-bellied Flycatcher 
Hammond's Flycatcher 
Ash-throated Flycatcher 
Vermilion Flycatcher 
Cave Swallow 
Gray Jay 
Steller's Jay 


Clark's Nutcracker 
Chihuahuan Raven 
Common Raven 
Canyon Wren 
Bewick’s Wren 
American Dipper 
Varied Thrush 
Sage Thrasher 
Curve-billed Thrasher 
Sprague's Pipit 
Phainopcpla 
Black-capped Virco 
Blue-winged Warbler 
Cape May Warbler 
Black-throated Blue Warbl 
Townsend's Warbler 
Pine Warbler 
Prairie Warbler 
Worm-eating Warbler 
Swainson's Warbler 
Connecticut Warbler 
MacGillivray's Warbler 
Hooded Warbler 
Painted Bunting 
Green-tailed Tow hec 
Cassin's Sparrow 
Black-throated Sparrow 
Sage Sparrow 
Baird's Sparrow 
Hen slow’s Sparrow 
Sharp-tailed Sparrow 
Golden-crowned Sparrow] 
Smith's Longspur 
Pine Grosbeak 
Cassin's Finch 
White-winged Crossbill 
Hoary Redpoll 
Lesser Goldfinch 


Editor's Note: The other members of the Records Committee at 
the time that these guidelines were developed were Mark Brogie, 
Creighton, NE; Alan Grenon, Seattle, WA; Bill Huser, South Sioux 
City, NE; Loren Padelford, Bellevue, NE; William Scharf, Lincoln, 
NE; Ross Silcock, Tabor, IA; and Rick Wright, Urbana, IL. 
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WINTER FIELD REPORT, DECEMBER-FEBRUARY 1994-95 
Compiled by 

W. Ross Silcock, P.0. Box 300, Tabor, IA 51653 
INTRODUCTION 

This was an interesting winter season, with some record late 
and early dates, rarities, and early arrivals of large numbers of 
migrants. This information was provided by a dedicated group of 
observers, who have been patient in understanding the kind of 
information to report. 

First Feb records for Common Loon, first Jan record for Horned 
Grebe, first wintering record for Western Grebe, record late date 
for Eared Grebe, first Dec record of Baird's Sandpiper, first Feb 
record of Winter Wren away from the Missouri valley, and 4th Feb 
record for Yellow-rumped Warbler, were all notable. 

Large numbers of geese, ducks, notably Northern Pintail, and 
Sandhill Cranes returned early to Rainwater Basin marshes, which 
were still largely frozen. Lake McConaughy is a staging area for 
extremely large numbers of Common Mergansers, with about 40,000 
there during Dec. 

Amazing numbers of Horned Larks and Lapland Longspurs were 
noted in midwinter, but only 5 Snow Buntings could be located. 

Winter finches were conspicuous by their absence; Red 
Crossbills stayed home, no White-winged Crossbills, Common 
Redpolls, or Evening Grosbeaks appeared, and Purple Finches and 
Pine Siskins were not numerous. 

Not well known, except by readers of Richard Rosche's 1994 
publication "Birds of the Lake McConaughy Area and the North Platte 
River Valley, Nebraska", is the occurrence in winter of Virginia 
Rails, Marsh Wrens, and even, once, a King Rail, in the warm water 
seeps of the Clear Creek Marsh area near Lewellen. Several Virginia 
Rails were found there in late Dec. 

Rarities included the 2nd record of Harris' Hawk, 3rd record 
of Laughing Gull, an adult gull of the Thayer's/Iceland complex, 2 
Clark's Nutcrackers, and Varied Thrush. 

ABBREVIATIONS 

Initials in parentheses refer to observers; a list follows 
this report. 

* = documented; please refer to Nebraska Bird Review 54:74, 1986 
for information about writing documentations, and the Official List 
of the Birds of Nebraska (NBR 56:86, 1988), which indicates that 

all those birds whose status is less than Regular, i.e. occurring 
less often than 9-10 of the last 10 years, should be documented. It 
is also very important to document very early or very late records 
of Regular species. The best available reference for such 
dates is Johnsgard's "A Preliminary List of the Birds of Nebraska 
and Adjacent Plains States", much of which was published in NBR 
48:26 (non-passerines) and NBR 48:46 (passerines). 1980. CBC = 
Christmas Bird Count; CLNWR = Crescent L NWR; FF = Fontenelle 
Forest; FWA = Federal Waterfowl Area; L = Lake; LM = Lake 
McConaughy; NE = Nebraska; NNF = Nebraska National Forest; NPNWR = 
North 

Platte NWR; NWR = National Wildlife Refuge; R = River; Res = 
Reservoir; SHP = State Historical Park; SL = Sewage Lagoons; SP = 
State Park; SRA = State Recreation Area; UNL = University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln; WMA = Wildlife Management Area; WPA = Waterfowl 
Production Area. 
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ADDENDA AND CORRIGENDA 

calliope Hummingbird: The bird previously reported (NBR 62:137) was 
collected in section 12-27-57 in Sioux Co. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Responding to my request for information on 
breeding on the Wildcat Hills escarpment in Scotts Bluff Co by 
certain pine-loving species, Wayne Mollhoff noted that this 
species was reported breeding in Carter Canyon during the 
Breeding Bird Atlas Project. 

ovenbird: Jan Johnson pointed out that she did not report the 
single at Ponca SP I attributed to her 27 Aug 1994. In fact, the 
bird was there, but was seen by Bill Huser. 

Henslow's Sparrow: A follow-up to the report of this species 

appearing in summer 1994 in Lancaster Co (NBR 62:85,115): a nest 
was built at the site near Bennet (Jennifer DeLisle fide JGu) , 
more exactly located in section 4-8-8 (JGu). The location near 
Denton was in section 26-9-5 (JGu). 

GAZETTEER 

Place names, not listed here, can be located in a road atlas. 
Counties are in parentheses. 

Arbor Day Farm (Otoe Co); Arbor L WMA (Lancaster Co); Bluestem L 
SRA (Lancaster Co) ; Bowman L SRA (Sherman Co) ; Branched Oak SRA 
(Lancaster Co); Bufflehead WMA (Buffalo Co); Carter Canyon (Scotts 
Bluff Co) ; Cedar Point Biological Station (Keith Co) ; Clear Creek 
Marsh (Garden Co) ; Crescent L NWR (Garden Co) ; Fort Kearny SHP 
(Kearney Co) ; Funk Lagoon WPA (Phelps Co) ; Gavin's Point Dam (Cedar 
Co); Glenn Cunningham L (Douglas Co); Grandpa's Steakhouse Pond 
(Buffalo Co) ; Harlan Co Res (Harlan Co) ; James Ranch (Sioux Co) ; 
Johnson L SRA (Gosper and Dawson Cos); Keystone Diversion Dam 
(Keith Co) ; Kingsley Dam (Keith Co); L Maloney Res SRA (Lincoln 
Co) ; L McConaughy (Keith Co) ; L Ogallala (Keith Co) ; L Minatare SRA 
(Scotts Bluff Co); Loup Junction WMA (Howard Co); North Lake Basin 
WMA (Seward Co); North Platte NWR (Scotts Bluff Co); Pawnee L SRA 
(Lancaster Co); Rainwater Basin (large area of wetlands in sc and 
se NE w of the Big Blue drainage); Standing Bear L (Douglas Co); 
Summit Res SRA (Burt Co) ; Sutherland Res (Lincoln Co) ; Swan L 
(Lancaster Co) ; Two Rivers SRA (Douglas Co) ; Wagon Train L SRA 
(Lancaster Co). 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Common Loon: Last were 2 at NPNWR on 1 Dec (LKo), while first in 
spring were record early on 15 Feb at NPNWR (LKo) and 24 Feb in 
Cass Co (GWo). These appear to be the first Feb records for NE. 

Horned Grebe: The only report was 1 in midwinter at Johnson L SRA 
on 29 Jan (JoJ), the 1st Jan record for NE. 

Eared Grebe: Last were 3 at Swan L on 5 Dec (JoJ), a record late 
date. 

Western Grebe: Last were 2 at NPNWR on 3 Dec (LMa) and, rather 
easterly, 2 in Lancaster Co the same day (LEi). Probably 
overwintering, for a 1st such record, were 2 at LM on 5 Feb 
(SJD). There are no other Jan or Feb records. 

American White Pelican: Late birds included 1 over the Odessa 
bridge 17 Dec (RHa,LRa) and 3 at LM on 22-23 Dec (SJD). At least 
1 probably wintered at Sutherland Res, including 5 Feb (SJD); 
wintering occurred there last year also. 

Double-crested Cormorant: Very late were singles at Harlan Co Res 
on 30 Dec (LRa,RHa) and at Sutherland Res until 24 Dec (JoJ,GJo) . 
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Great Blue Heron: At least 6 wintered in the L Ogallala area 

(SJD,JoJ); none were reported in midwinter away from major river 
systems. Late were 2 along the Missouri R in Cedar Co on 26 Dec 
(JJo). Returning birds appear in mid to late Feb; 1 was at Two 
Rivers SRA on 12 Feb (JoJ) and another in Morrill Co 19 Feb 
(LMa). 

Trumpeter Swan: A large group of 10-11 was in the LM area 15 and 29 
Jan (LMa,JoJ), and 4 returned to CLNWR on 27 Feb (LMa). 

Greater White-fronted Goose: Large numbers returned to the 

Rainwater Basin very early, with 5000 at Funk Lagoon WPA on 4-5 
Feb (SJD) and 25 Feb (LRa,RHa). Probably wintering were 9 at 
Branched Oak SRA on 21 Jan (LEi,WRS). A partial albino was at 
Grandpa's Steakhouse Pond 22 Jan (LRa,RHa). 

Snow Goose: This species also returned early in numbers to the 
Rainwater Basin, where 20,000 were at Funk Lagoon WPA on 5 Feb 
(SJD,WRS) ; 10,000 were there 25 Feb (LRa,RHa) . Best count in the 
Missouri valley was only 2200, in Otoe Co 22 Feb (LLF). Last in 
the w was 1 at NPNWR on 22 Dec (LMa), and in the e 1 at a 
completely frozen Pawnee L SRA on 24 Dec (LEi). The only 
midwinter stragglers were 1 at Branched Oak SRA 16 Jan (JoJ) 
where first spring arrivals were 150 on 18 Feb (LEi), and 4 at 
Grandpa's Steakhouse Pond 22 Jan (LRa,RHa). 

Ross' Goose: Unusual in midwinter were 3 at Grandpa's Steakhouse 
Pond on 22 Jan with the 4 Snows (LRa,RHa). Westerly were 5 at 
Sutherland Res on 5 Feb with Snows (SJD). 

Canada Goose: Largest flocks were early migrants in the Rainwater 
Basin; 40,000 were at Funk Lagoon WPA 4-5 Feb (SJD,WRS). Very 
large groups winter along the Platte valley, with 20,000 at 
Sutherland Res 5 Feb (SJD,WRS) and at least as many along 1-80 in 
Kearney Co the same day (SJD,WRS). Largest flocks in the w 
occurred in Dec, with 11,683 in Scotts Bluff Co 17 Dec (fide 
AKe) . 

Wood Duck: Very late for the w was 1 in Scotts Bluff Co 13 Dec 
(LMa) . Earliest reported in the e were 2 at Summit Res SRA on 26 
Feb (JoJ). 

Green-winged Teal: Probably wintering were 2 at Two Rivers SRA, 
seen 16 Jan and 12 Feb (JoJ), 1-6 at Branched Oak SRA 21-24 Jan 
(LEi,JGu), and 15 at Grandpa's Steakhouse Pond 22 Jan (LRa,RHa). 
Best count was 72 returnees at NPNWR on 15 Feb (LKo). 

American Black Duck: None were reported. 

Mallard: The only large count was an impressive 60,043 at NPNWR on 
1 Dec (LKo); 45,000 were there 3 Dec (LMa), but only 407 on 15 
Feb (LKo). No large counts were received from the e. 

Northern Pintail: This species appeared early in large numbers in 
the Rainwater Basin, where 2500 were at Funk Lagoon WPA 4-5 Feb 
(SJD,WRS) and 7 000 were there 25 Feb (LRa,RHa) . Few had appeared 
by period's end in the w, with only 12 at CLNWR on 27 Feb (LMa); 
7 were first at the Gering SL 20 Feb (AKe). Best count in the e 
was only 50, in Dixon Co 21 Feb (JJo). 

Northern Shoveler: Midwinter reports included 2 in Scotts Bluff Co 
on 2 Jan (LMa) and 1 apparently wintering at Two Rivers SRA, seen 
16 Jan and 15 Feb (JoJ). No large concentrations were noted. 

Gadwall: Possibly wintering were 2 in Garden Co 7 Feb (LMa) , 32 at 
Two Rivers SRA 16 Jan (JoJ), and 4 at Branched Oak SRA 16 and 21 
Jan (NR, JoJ) . A large number rather late were 50 at Gavin's Point 
Dam 26 Dec (JJo); 23 were there 12 Feb (WRS) and may have 
wintered. 

American Wigeon: Uncommon in midwinter, but regular in the Platte 
valley, 2 were at Sutherland Res 28 Jan (JoJ) and 5 at L Ogallala 
on 29 Jan (JoJ) . A good early count of returnees was 105 at NPNWR 
on 26 Feb (LMa). 
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canvasback: Last was 1 at NPNWR on 13 Dec (LMa), while first in 
spring was at Harlan Co Res 11 Feb (LRa,RHa) . Best count was 145 
at CLNWR on 27 Feb (LMa). 

Redhead: Last migrants made up a large group of 100 at L Minatare 
SRA on 3 Dec (AKe) , while first in spring were 4 at Harlan Co Res 
11 Feb (LRa,RHa) . Very late were 2 on the Missouri R at Nebraska 
City until 30 Dec (LLF). As many as 500 were at CLNWR by 27 Feb 
(LMa). 

Ring-necked Duck: Last was a not particularly hardy bird in Scotts 
Bluff Co 17 Dec (AKe) , while first in spring were 1 in Douglas Co 
(NR) and 2 in Sarpy Co (NR) on 23 Feb. Best count was 85 at 
Summit Res SRA on 26 Feb (JoJ). 

Greater Scaup: The only reports were of 6 wintering in the LM area 
on 15 Jan (LMa), where a few normally winter, and a migrant in 
Hamilton Co 28 Feb (JGu). 

Lesser Scaup: Midwinter reports included 4 at LM on 15 Jan (LMa) 
and 2 at Bufflehead WMA 23 Jan (LRa,RHa). Last in fall was 1 at 
Sutherland Res 24 Dec (JoJ,GeJ), and first in spring were 3 at 
Harlan Co Res 11 Feb (LRa,RHa) . Best count was of 375 migrants at 
Summit Res SRA on 26 Feb (JoJ). 

Oldsquaw: Only 2 were reported, singles at Bluestem L SRA 5 Dec 
(JoJ) and at L Ogallala on 28 Jan (JoJ). 

Common Goldeneye: Best wintering count was a modest 165 at LM on 25 
Jan (LMa), while a few wintered at Branched Oak SRA and Pawnee L 
SRA (LEi). A probable hybrid of this species with Hooded 
Merganser flocked with goldeneyes on L Ogallala 28 Jan (JoJ); its 
features were largely intermediate between those of the 2 
species. 

Bufflehead: Last were 2 at Sutherland Res 24 Dec (JoJ,GeJ). 

Midwinter reports were of 14 at L Ogallala on 28 Jan (JoJ), a 
good wintering total. 

Hooded Merganser: Although a cold-tolerant species, only 1 was 
reported in midwinter, at L Maloney Res SRA on 29 Jan (JoJ) . Best 
counts were 8 on 5 Dec at Wagon Train L SRA (JoJ) and 4 in Scotts 
Bluff Co 26 Feb (LMa). 

Common Merganser: An incredible 40,000 were at LM on 23 Dec (SJD); 
obviously a major staging area for the species. In the w, best 
count was 3170 at NPNWR on 1 Dec, but only 16 remained 14 Dec 
(LKo). Perhaps best wintering numbers were at Harlan Co Res, 
where 8000 were present 30 Dec and a "very large" number was 
there 11 Feb (LRa,RHa), although no Jan reports were received 
from Harlan Co Res. 

Ruddy Duck: Last in fall were 2 at LM 22-23 Dec (SJD,GBr), and 
first in spring 2 at Standing Bear L 23-24 Feb (NR,JoJ) and 4 at 
Funk Lagoon WPA 25 Feb (LRa,RHa). 

Bald Eagle: No large concentrations were noted, especially at 
Kingsley Dam, where best count received was only 14 birds on 15 
Jan (LMa). Elsewhere a roost in Boone Co reached 20 birds, the 
best yet at the site (WMo). 

Northern Harrier: Although wintering birds occur in southeast NE 
regularly, none were noted in sc NE between 27 Dec and 18 Feb 
(LRa,RHa) and in the w between 6 Dec and 27 Feb (LMa). 

Northern Goshawk: There were 3 reports; 2, possibly the same bird, 
were in the L Ogallala area 23 Dec, an ad (SJD,GBR) , and 27 Jan, 
undescribed (JoJ). Another, also undescribed, was in Cass Co 1 
Jan (GWo,KDG). 

Harris' Hawk: If accepted by the NOU Records Committee, 2 sightings 
of presumably the same bird at Stateline Island (NPNWR) 13 and 27 
Jan (LMa) would be the 2nd record for NE, after a specimen 
collected 28 Oct 1922 in Douglas Co (NBR 45:52). The. observer 
raised the possibility of an escaped bird, but no jesses could be 
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seen, and there were other reports during fall and winter of 
1994-95 from Colorado, Kansas, and Oklahoma. Prior to this winter 
there have been about 5 late fall and early winter records in 
Kansas (Birds in Kansas, 1989. Thompson and Ely.). 

Red-tailed Hawk: A very pale bird in Dixon Co 25 Dec was white 
except for some buff on neck and tail (JJo). 

Ferruginous Hawk: Best count was 4 around LM on 15 Jan (LMa). The 
ne edge of the species' winter range was probably defined this 
year by sightings in Howard Co 8 Jan, nw Hall Co 18 Feb, and w 
Kearney Co 17 Dec (LRa,RHa). 

Rough-legged Hawk: Best midwinter count was 10 in se Dixon Co on 6 
Feb (JJo). 

Golden Eagle: No reports came from the e; most easterly was 1 on 
the Grand Island CBC 17 Dec (LRa,RHa), while singles were s of 
Sutherland Res 29 Jan and in n Hitchcock Co the same day (JoJ) . 

Prairie Falcon: As expected, singles were noted e to the Missouri 
R except for the se, including Dakota Co 26 Jan (JJo) and 
Lancaster Co 23 Dec (LEi). 

Gray Partridge: None were reported; this species appears to be at 
a cyclical low. It would be of interest to define its range 
currently; any sightings should be reported from outside Cedar, 
Dixon, Dakota, Wayne, and Thurston Cos. Does it also occur in the 
Missouri valley in Burt and Washington Cos.? 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Good counts of 100 in Dixon Co 15 Feb (JJo) 
and 94 at CLNWR on 27 Feb (LMa) indicated a successful winter in 
those areas. 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: Most NE birds occur in the Sandhills, sw 
through Dundy Co into Colorado, with another group in the extreme 
se, a northern extension of the Kansas Flint Hills population. 
Birds apparently from the extreme se edge of the larger 
population were noted in Franklin Co 10 Dec, when 4 were seen 2 
miles n and 1 mile w of Bloomington (LRa,RHa) . A good population 
also occurs in sw Greeley Co, where 30 were found in 2 flocks 2 
Jan and 8 Jan (LRa,RHa). 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: More generally distributed over the entire w 
two-thirds of NE than are prairie-chickens, the only report was 
of up to 9 birds at CLNWR during the period (LMa). 

Wild Turkey: Reports were statewide, especially in or near major 
river valleys, including best counts of 35 near Wynot 26 Dec 
(JJo) and 25 s of Gering on 12 Jan (AKe). 

Northern Bobwhite: Populations in the extreme w in Scotts Bluff Co 
are good; 14 were there 17 Dec (LMa). 

Virginia Rail: Intriguing, although not unprecedented, was the 
discovery of at least 7 birds through use of a tape in the Clear 
Creek Marsh near Lewellen on 22 Dec (SJD,WRS,GBr). Rosche (Birds 
of the Lake McConaughy Area, 1994) cites records for 6 Jan 1984 
and 16 Feb 1982 at a warm water spring in the same area. 

American Coot: The only midwinter report was 1 n of Scottsbluff 23 
Dec (AKe), although 12 at Gavin's Point Dam as late as 26 Dec 
(JJo) may have wintered, as 10 were counted there 12 Feb (WRS). 
First in spring were 2 at Funk Lagoon WPA on 25 Feb (LRa,RHa). 

Sandhill Crane: Perhaps more flocks than usual were seen in 

midwinter, including 20 se Gibbon on 26 Dec and 90 in n Kearney 
Co on 15 Jan (LRa,RHa), and 54 s of Alda on 5 Feb (SJD,WRS). 
Returning birds became numerous by late Feb (LRa,RHa). Unexpected 
was a single flyover at North Lake Basin WMA on 25 Feb (WRS,NR) . 

Killdeer: Wintering birds included 9 below Keystone Diversion Dam 
seen 23 Dec and 5 Feb (SJD,WRS) and at least 1 at NPNWR, seen 2 
and 6 Jan (LKo,LMa). 

Baird's Sandpiper: A major surprise, NE's latest ever was with 
Killdeer below Keystone Diversion Dam 23 Dec (*SJD,*WRS,GBr). It 
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was an ad in winter plumage. It was not there 5 Feb (SJD,WRS). 

Laughing Gull: Apparently only the 3rd record for NE, a 1st winter 
bird was found at Sutherland Res on 22 Dec (SJD,*WRS,GBr). 
Details are to be published soon in NBR. 

Bonaparte's Gull: The last birds were 3 in Kearney Co on 3 Dec 
(LRa,RHa) and 3 at Swan L on 5 Dec (JoJ) . These appear to be the 
latest NE records. 

Ring-hilled Gull: Best fall count was 1834 at NPNWR 1 Dec (LKo). A 
few wintered at Branched Oak SRA where 4 were seen 21 Jan (LEi), 
while 500 were at LM 5 Feb, most probably wintering (WRS). 

California Gull: The usual wintering population was at LM, the 134 
there 23 Dec (SJD) shrinking to 26 on 28 Jan (JoJ) and 21 on 5 
Feb (SJD,WRS). 

Herring Gull: Good midwinter counts were 200 at LM on 28 Jan (JoJ) 
and 35 at Branched Oak SRA 4 Feb (JoJ), where a few wintered 
(LEi). A single in Scotts Bluff Co 4 Feb (LMa) may have been 
wintering. 

Thayer's/lceland Gull: An ad gull belonging to this complex was at 
LM 27 Jan (JoJ) and 5 Feb (SJD,WRS). Current literature (for 
example Kevin J. Zimmer, Birding 23:254) suggests the conclusion, 
as indicated by JoJ, that this bird was in fact a "Kumlien's" 
Iceland Gull; the "charcoal gray primaries with very large spots" 
(JoJ) and "gray primaries, not much darker than the mantle" (WRS) 
are suggestive. If indeed Thayer's Gull represents the "dark end" 
of the cline, it is characterized by "jet-black" primaries 
(Zimmer). Currently the Thayer 1 s/Kumlien's complex is generally 
believed to comprise a potential separate species intermediate 
between Herring and (nominate) Iceland Gull ("Thaylien's" Gull?). 
If the LM bird was a Thayer's Gull, it is about the 8th NE 
record, while if an Iceland, it would be about the 6th NE record. 

Glaucous Gull: Up to 2 ads and 3 imms were at LM 22 Dec through at 
least 5 Feb (SJD, JoJ,WRS) , while 2 each were at Sutherland Res 24 
Dec (JoJ) and at Johnson L SRA 29 Jan (JoJ) . This species winters 
in some numbers in the central Platte valley. 

Mourning Dove: None were reported n and w of Dixon Co, where the 
last departed 22 Dec (JJo) and Lancaster Co, where 6 apparently 
wintering at Wyuka Cemetery were seen 4 Feb (LEi). 

Eastern Screech-Owl: A westerly count was 6 at NPNWR 31 Jan (LKo). 

Barred Owl: Branched Oak SRA is near the w edge of the range in NE; 

I was there 5 Feb (JoJ). Reports w of here would be of interest. 

Long-eared Owl: Best count was 6 at Glenn Cunningham L on 25 Dec 

(JoJ) . Others reported were 4 at Harlan Co Res on 4 Feb (SJD,WRS) 
and 1 at Branched Oak SRA 16 Jan (JoJ). 

Short-eared owl: Up to 4 at North Lake Basin WMA on 18-25 Feb 
(JGu,NR,WRS) were likely migrants, although wintering is 
possible. 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: The only report was of a dead bird found at 
Summit Res SRA 26 Dec (JoJ); there are no known consistent 
locations for wintering birds of this species in NE, although 
wintering would be expected. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Wintering birds were checked through the 
period at Wyuka Cemetery in Lincoln (LEi) and in Otoe Co (LLF). 
None were reported n or w of these areas, although 4 were in FF 

II Feb (NR), possibly early returnees. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: Rare in winter in the extreme se, the 
only reports were from Cass Co 1 Jan (GWo,KDG) and Arbor Day Farm 
on 13 Feb (LLF). 

Northern Flicker: Individuals of the "Red-shafted" form, or at 
least intergrades, appear regularly in winter e to the Missouri 
R. A "hybrid" male was in Dixon Co 23 Dec; it had a red nape, red 
moustache, and red primary shafts (JJo). A "Red-shafted" was in 
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Douglas Co 18 Jan (NR). 

Horned Lark: While best count in the w was a rather routine 690 in 
Scotts Bluff Co on 2 Jan (LMa) , numbers in the e were staggering. 
From Garfield to Saunders Cos on 31 Dec, about 11,000 were 
counted (NR) , and "thousands" were in Kearney Co 23 Dec (LRa,RHa) 
and in w Hall Co 8 Jan (LRa,RHa). 

Blue Jay: Best count in the w was of 5 in Scotts Bluff Co 2 Jan 
(LMa), while 18 were noted in Douglas Co 23 Jan (NR). 

Pinyon Jay: The only report was of 45 at a feeder on James Ranch 
throughout the period (SLe). 

Clark's Nutcracker: Following last year's report, 2 birds appeared 
again in Scotts Bluff Co to be counted on the CBC (Fide AKe) . Few 
details were provided, however. 

Black-billed Magpie: Easterly birds were 1-2 near Willis 2 and 29 
Jan, near the e limit for the species (BFH), and 1 at Branched 
Oak SRA 5 Feb (JoJ). The species is not known to breed in 
Lancaster Co, but winter birds have appeared most years recently. 
On the James Ranch in Sioux Co, 8 first came to feeders 9 Jan, 
remaining the rest of the period (SLe). Best count in the w was 
22 at NPNWR on 27 Jan (LMa). Most southeasterly, but probably 
within the regular range, were up to 11 in Franklin Co 10 Dec 
(LRa,RHa). 

American Crow: Best count was 250 at Branched Oak SRA 20 Dec (LEi) ; 
no large concentrations overwintered. 

Black-capped Chickadee: A large count was the 40 at Loup Junction 
WMA on 8 Jan (LRa,RHa). 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Carter Canyon holds a good wintering 
population, as up to 12 were counted there during the period 
(LMa,AKe). None appeared at a James Ranch feeder until 16 Jan, 
but remained thereafter (SLe). This species was scarce in the e, 
with few reported. 

White-breasted Nuthatch: This species is essentially a winter 
visitor in Scotts Bluff Co, where 1-2 were reported 15 and 22 Dec 
and 13 Jan (LMa). 

Brown Creeper: Wintering birds were restriced to the extreme se, no 
further n and w than Douglas Co, where 1 was at Towle Park 25 Jan 
(NR) . 

Carolina Wren: The only reports were from the current breeding 
range; 1 in a Sarpy Co yard throughout (KCR) and another at Arbor 
Day Farm 20-22 Dec (LLF). 

Winter Wren: Totally unexpected were 2 at Cedar Point Biological 
Station 5 Feb (SJD); Rosche (Birds of the Lake Me Conaughy Area, 
1994) lists only 3 prior records for the area, the latest 16 Dec. 
All but 1 bird, including the current 2, were seen on dry 
juniper-covered hillsides (RoscheO). Wintering is virtually 
restricted to the se, and so 1 nw of Branched Oak Lake 24 Jan 
(JGu) was unexpected; it had been found there on the Seward CBC 
(Russ Benedict fide JGu). Another was at Branched Oak SRA 20 Dec 
(LEi); was it the same bird? 

Marsh Wren: At least 2 wintered in the seeps at the base of 
Kingsley Dam; these birds were ^een there 23 Dec and 5 Feb 
(SJD,WRS). A few may winter in the Clear Creek Marsh also, as 2 
were there 22 Dec (SJD,WRS,GBr). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Best counts were from the se, as expected, 
with 10 at Lincoln on 17 Dec (LEi) and 5 a good midwinter count 
at University of Nebraska-Omaha on 25 Jan (JoJ). Furthest nw were 
2 at St Johns Cemetery in Norfolk 17 Dec (JJo). 

Eastern Bluebird: Few midwinter reports were received: best count 
was 15 at the Kearney Sewage Treatment Plant on 22 Jan (LRa,RHa) , 
also the westernmost report, while 2 were in ne Buffalo Co on 21 
Jan (LRa,RHa) and another was in Cass Co 5 Jan (GWo,KDG). 
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tain Bluebird: First returnees to the breeding area were 15 s 

M °of Gering on 22 Feb (AKe). There were no reports of wintering 
birds, which are regular e to Lincoln Co. 

Townsend's Solitaire: Easternmost were singles n of St Paul on 8 
jan (LRa r RHa) and near Fort Kearny SHP on 14 Jan (LRa,RHa). This 
is probably about the e edge of the regular winter range. 

American Robin: Very few wintered, the best Jan count only 15, at 
Branched Oak SRA 21 Jan (WRS,SJD). They were "absent all winter" 
in Dakota Co (BFH). Best count for the period was only 100 at 
Alma on 11 Feb (LRa,RHa), probably early migrants. 

Varied Thrush: An imm male was at an Omaha feeder at 2215 122nd 
Avenue through the period (SJD,NR), for the only report. In 
recent years about 1 has appeared each year, most often in Omaha. 

Brown Thrasher: Rather late was 1 in an Omaha yard until 7 Dec 
(NR)• There are several Dec reports from se NE. 

Cedar Waxwing: Numbers were only moderate, the best count only 150 
at Bowman L SRA on 27 Dec (LRa,RHa). None were seen after 30 Dec 
in Otoe Co (LLF). 

Northern Shrike: Reports were s and e to Douglas Co, 1 at Glenn 
Cunningham L on 18 Jan (NR), Lancaster Co, singles 15 and 21 Jan 
and 4 Feb (LEi), and Franklin Co, 1 near Franklin on 10 Dec 
(LRa,RHa). 

Loggerhead Shrike: This species is restricted to extreme se NE in 
winter; the only reports of 1 in se Otoe Co 12 Feb (LLF) and 
another at Arbor L WMA 10 Dec (LEi). 

European Starling: No large concentrations wintered; best count was 
450, considered "an especially large flock," at Gibbon on 25 Dec 
(LRa,RHa). 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: Unexpected in midwinter and rather westerly 
for the date was 1 in a yard in Seward 8 and 15 Feb (JGu). There 
are no confirmed NE reports of wintering, and this is only the 
4th Feb record. Such birds should be carefully identified to 
race, as a 1 Jan 1993 record in Dakota Co was the western race 
auduboni (NBR 61:94). 

Northern Cardinal: The 2 pioneers in Scotts Bluff Co persisted 
through the period (AKe); this is the westernmost known 
population in NE. Best count was 28 in Douglas Co 28 Jan (NR). 

Rufous-sided Towhee: The only midwinter reports were of 1 in 
Douglas Co 2 Feb, not identified to race (NR), and a "spotted" 
race bird at Harlan Co Res 4 Feb (SJD,WRS). 

American Tree Sparrow: Best counts were 385 at CLNWR on 27 Feb 
(LMa) and 300 at Bowman L SRA on 27 Dec (LRa,RHa). 

Song Sparrow: Wintering birds may occur at any open water; best 
count was 5 at L Ogallala on 29 Jan (JoJ). Along with 1 at Loup 
Junction WMA on 8 Jan (LRa,RHa), these were the most 
northwestward reports. 

White-throated Sparrow: The only midwinter report was of 2 at a 
feeder n of Lincoln on 4 Feb (LEi) . Two more lingered in an Omaha 
yard until 31 Dec (NR). None had returned by the end of the 
period. 

White-crowned Sparrow: Few were reported. Best counts were only 8, 
wintering at Branched Oak SRA (LEi), and 5 at Funk Lagoon WPA on 
19 Feb (LRa,RHa). 

Harris' Sparrow: Generally small numbers were reported w to Harlan 
Co Res, where 7 were seen 11 Feb (LRa,RHa), and n to Madison Co, 
where 5 were counted 17 Dec (JJo), although a large flock of 50 
wintered at Branched Oak SRA, including a partial albino (LEi). 

Dark-eyed Junco: Juncos were rather numerous this winter, although 
unexpected were "thousands" 2 miles w of Cotesfield in Howard Co 
on 8 Jan (LRa,RHa). Best count otherwise was 200 in Otoe Co on 8 
FEb (LLF). An interesting, although typical of the area, mix was 
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at a James Ranch feeder during the winter: 7 "Oregon", 6 
"white-winged", and 7 "slate-colored" (SLe). 

Lapland Longspur: Very large numbers were reported at about the 
same time large numbers of Horned Larks appeared (see above), 
although a flock of 3000 in Dixon Co 2 Feb contained no Horned 
Larks (JJo). About 5000 were near the highways 80-81 junction in 
York Co on 28 Jan (NR), and 1000, most females and imms, were 2 
miles w of Wood River on 4 Dec (LRa,RHa). 

Snow Bunting: Strangely, this species was virtually unreported, 
with a mere 5 birds sighted: 1 was in Cass Co 7 Dec (GWo,KDG), l 
was in Scotts Bluff Co 27 Jan (LMa), 2 were in Harlan Co 4 Feb 
(SJD), and 1 was in s Dixon Co 12 Feb (WRS). 

Red-winged Blackbird: Few wintered; largest such group was about 
100 in the Branched Oak SRA area (LEi). None were noted between 
3 Dec and 25 Feb in extreme ne NE (BFH). Best fall count was a 
modest 2220 in Scotts Bluff Co on 7 Dec (LMa), and spring 
migrants first were noted in numbers with "at least" 500 at 
Summit Res SRA on 26 Feb (JoJ). 

Western Meadowlark: First singing males were noted in the w in 
Scotts Bluff Co on 4 Feb (AKe), and in the e at North Lake Basin 
WMA on 18 Feb (JGu). Best count in midwinter was only 17 in 
Douglas Co on 2 Feb (NR) (but see Meadowlark, sp.)• 

Meadowlark, sp.: Best count for midwinter was 125 in York Co on 29 
Jan (NR), a very good count. 

Rusty Blackbird: The only report was of 1-4 in Dixon Co on 3-4 Dec 
(JJo). 

Common Grackle: The only midwinter report was of l at Grandpa's 
Steakhouse Pond on 28 Jan (LRa,RHa). No others were reported 
between 31 Dec in Polk Co (NR) and 24 Feb in Cass Co (GWo,KDG). 
Overwintering is unusual. 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Very unusual in midwinter, more so than 
Common Grackle, were 5 in a mixed blackbird flock at Branched Oak 
SRA 21 Jan (LEi) and a female in sw Hall Co 5 Feb (RHa,LRa) . The 
only other report was of 1 near Gibbon on 27 Feb (LRa,RHa). 

Purple Finch: The only reports were from the extreme se; up to 6 
were at Arbor Day Farm throughout the winter period (LLF) , 8 were 
in Towle Park in Omaha on 25 Jan (NR), and 1 was in a Bellevue 
yard 6 Jan (KCR). 

Red Crossbill: None were reported away from the w panhandle, where 
8 were counted on the Scottsbluff CBC (fide AKe) and 1 was in 
Scotts Bluff Co on 4 Feb (LMa). 

Common Redpoll: None were reported. 

Pine Siskin: Numbers were moderate, with best counts only 50 at 
Branched Oak SRA on 20 Dec (LEi) , 40 in Scotts Bluff Co on 17 Dec 
(LMa), and 40 in Douglas Co on 29 Dec (NR). None appeared in the 
observer's Otoe Co yard until 25 Jan (LLF). 

American Goldfinch: Numbers were also moderate for this species, 
although good counts included 200 near Gibbon on 23 Dec (LRa,RHa) 
and 100 in Dixon Co on 12 Feb (JJo). 
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rLSc), Mitchell; Sam Schlothauer (SSc), Mitchell; W. Ross Silcock 
rWRS) Tabor, IA; Edna Claire Thomas (ECT), Morrill; Donald Wood 
(DWo) ) , Elmwood; Gertrude Wood (GWo), Elmwood. 


1994 AND 1995 SURVEYS OF BALD AND GOLDEN EAGLES IN NEBRASKA 

John Dinan, Nongame Bird Program Manager with the Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission, supplied the information for. the 1994 
(January 1-15) and 1995 (January 4-18) National Wildlife Federation 

surveys. 

conditions for 1994 survey : Temperatures 20 to 50° F Jan.1-5, and 
to 45° F Jan.6-10; light to moderate snow cover in the 
panhandle, 2-4" of snow in the northeast, and none in the rest of 
Nebraska. Niobrara River had ice cover up to 80-95% in some 
reaches; Missouri River was flowing with 50-75% slush; other rivers 
surveyed by air were mostly ice-free. Larger reservoirs, i.e. 
Harlan and Lake McConaughy, had some ice cover in protected bays 
and at the upper ends, but the main areas were open. The rest of 
the lakes and smaller reservoirs had ice-cover ranging from 40 to 
100 %. 

conditions for 1995 survey : Temperatures -5 to 25° F. Niobrara 
River had ice cover up to 98%; Missouri River was flowing with 40- 
60% slush; Platte River had 10-100% ice cover; other rivers 
surveyed were mostly ice-covered; most reservoirs were 
predominantly ice-covered; Lake NcConaughy approx. 40% ice-covered. 

There were 30 Golden Eagle sightings in Nebraska in 1994 and 
35 sightings in 1995. They were distributed in the following areas: 
North Platte River: Bayard-Lisco (1,'95), Lisco-Lewellen (3,'94), 
Lewellen-Keystone (area lakes) (6,'94); North Loup River: Burwell 
to mouth (1,'94); Middle Loup River: Thedford-Milburn (1,'94); 
Niobrara River: Snake River-Cornell (2, ’95) , Redbird/Lynch-Missouri 
River (1,*95); Missouri River: Gavins Point-Goat Island (7,'95); 
Other Areas: Blue Creek (2,'95), Beaver Creek (4,*94), Frenchman 
(1, '94) ; and in the following counties: Dawes (4,'94, 1,'95) ; Dundy 
(2, '94, 1,'95); Greeley (1,'95); Keith (5,'95); Polk (1,'95); 

Sheridan (3,'94, 6,'95); Sioux (3,'94, 6,'95); Thomas (1,'95); and 
Wheeler (2, '94) . 

The 1994 total of 1163 Bald Eagles was a 67% increase over 
the 1993 count of 698, and a 56% increase over the 1980-1994 
average of 744. The 1995 total of 749 Bald Eagles was a 36% 
decrease from the 1994 count and a less than 1% increase over the 
1980-1995 statewide average of 744 Bald Eagles. 

Further information may be obtained from John Dinan, Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission, 2200 N. 33rd St., Lincoln, NE 68503- 
0370. 


The data on Bald Eagles is presented in the tables on the 
following pages. Imm. = immature, NWR = National Wildlife Refuge; 
WMA = Wildlife Management Area. 
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TABLES ON BALD EAGLES IN NEBRASKA 
National Wildlife Federation survey. First number in each cell ia 
January, 1994 count, and second number is January, 1995 count, 
but year is given in parentheses if observations are restricted to 
one year. 



Adults 

Imm. 

Total 

North Platte River Totals 

72, 59 

24, 23 

96, 82 

Wyoming Line-Bayard (Area Lakes) 

9, 13 

3, 10 

12, 23 

Bayard-Lisco 

7, 4 

0, 1 

7, 5 

Lisco-Lewellen 

6, 9 

9, 7 

15, 16 

Lewellen-Keystone (Area Lakes) 

34, 23 

10, 4 

44, 27 

Keystone-Paxton 

7, 7 

2, 1 

9, 8 

Paxton-North Platte 

9, 3 

0, 0 

9, 3 





South Platte River Totals 

10, 10 

6, 4 

16, 14 

Colorado Line-Big Springs * 

1, 1 

0, 0 

1, 1 

Big Springs-Paxton 

3, 2 

1, 0 

4, 2 

Paxton-North Platte, Tri-Co. 

Div. 

6, 7 

5, 4 

11, 11 

* Correction in NBR 61 (1), 1993, p. 

Colorado Line. 

22. Colorado Springs should be 

Platte River Totals 

195, 93 

54, 29 

249,123* 

North Platte-Gothenberg (Lake, 
Canal) 

23, 4 

6, 2 

29, 7* 

Gothenberg-Darr 

8, 14 

0, 1 

8, 15 

Darr-Elm Creek (Lakes, Canal) 

104, 12 

38, 5 

142, 17 

Elm Creek-Kearney 

15, 3 

4, 1 

19, 4 

Kearney-Shelton 

7, 2 

0, 3 

7, 5 

Shelton-Grand Island 

5, 1 

1, 2 

6, 3 

Grand Island-Silver Creek 

3, 7 

0, 0 

3, 7 

Silver Creek-Columbus 

0, 2 

0, 1 

0, 3 

Columbus-North Bend 

10, 29 

0, 11 

o 

o 

H 

North Bend-Fremont 

3, 6 

0, 0 

3, 6 

Fremont-Linoma 

8, 11 

2, 2 

10, 13 

Linoma-Plattsmouth 

9, 2 

3 / 1 

12, 3 


* Includes 1 of unknown age in North Platte - Gothenberg region. 
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Adults Imm. Total 


North Loup River, Middle Loup 
River, & Loup River Totals 

45, 66 

4, 8 

49, 74 

Rr-ewster-Burwell (North Loup) 

4, 3 

1, 0 

5, 3 

ri irwe11-mouth (North Loup) 

6, 7 

0, 0 

6, 7 

Thedford-Milburn (Middle Loup) 

2, 1 

0, 0 

2, 1 

Arcadia-mouth (Sherman Res.) 
(Middle Loup) 

14, 9 

2, 4 

16, 13 

North Loup River-Genoa (Loup R.) 

16, 33 

1, 1 

17, 34 

Genoa-mouth (Loup River) 

3, 13 

0, 3 

3, 16 


Niobrara River Totals 

59, 31 

5, 

10 

64, 41 

Snake River-Cornell 

16, 6 

4, 

4 

20, 10 

Cornell-Cherry Co. Line 

6, 12 

o. 

1 

6, 13 

Cherry Co. Line-Cuba 

15, 4 

o, 

1 

15, 5 

Cuba-Newport 

8, 2 

o, 

0 

8, 2 

Newport-Redbird/Lynch 

9, 4 

o. 

2 

9, 6 

Redbird/Lynch-Missouri River 

5, 3 

1, 

2 

6, 5 


Snake River Totals (Hwy 97 
bridge-mouth (Merritt Res.) 

109, 16 

38, 4 

147, 20 

Republican River Totals 



81, 33 

44, 34 

125, 75* 

Alma-Naponee (Harlan Res.) 

75, 33 

39, 34 

114, 75* 

Naponee-Riverton 

5, 0 

5, 0 

o 

o 

H 

Riverton-Guide Rock 

1 (’94) 

0 (’94) 

1 ('94) 

* Includes 8 of unknown age in Aim 

a-Naponee 

(Harlan Res.) region. 


Missouri River Totals 

229, 107 

54, 28 

283, 216* 

NE Line-Ponca St. Park ('94), 

174, 

41, 

215, 

-Monowi ('95) 

0 

0 

15* 

Monowi-Gavins Pt., Lewis & Clark 
Lake 

0 ('95) 

0 (’95) 

20* ('95) 

Gavins Pt.-Goat Island 

41 (’95) 

10 ('95) 

51 ('95) 

Goat Island.-Ponca St. Park 

2 

1 

4* 

Ponca St. Park-Homer 

1, 7 

0, 1 

1, 8 

Homer-Decatur 

2, 1 

1, 5 

3, 6 

Decatur-Tekamah 

2, 3 

0, 1 

2, 4 

Tek.-Mormon Bridge (DeSoto NWR) 

11, 15 

0, 0 

11, 15 






























































































26 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


Vol. 63 


Missouri River Region (continued) 

Adults Imm. Total 


Mormon Bridge-Hwy 275 

1, o 

0, 

0 

1, 0 

Hwy 275-Plattsmouth 

6, 7 

0, 

1 

6,8 

Plattsmouth-Union 

4, 3 

0, 

1 

4, 4 

Union-Peru 

6, 11 

2, 

2 

8, 13 

Peru-Indian State Park 

18, 10 

2, 

0 

20, 55* 

Indian Cave St. Park-Kansas Line 

4 / 7 

8, 

6 

12 , 13 

* The following numbers of unknown 

age (all 

in *95) were included 


in the total counts: NE Line-Monowi (15} ; Monowi-Gavins Pt. (20); 
Goat Island-Ponca St. Park (1); Peru-Indian Cave St. Park (45), 
making a total of 81 , which are included in the grand total. 


Reservoirs and Lakes, Totals 

42, 35 

21, 15 

63, 50 

Sutherland Reservoir 

5, 19 

7, 8 

12, 27 

Lake Maloney 

12, Q 

5, 0 

17, 0 

Enders Reservoir 

1, 5 

1, 0 

2, 5 

Swanson Reservoir 

11, 3 

2, 5 

13, 8 

Red Willow Reservoir 

1, 0 

0, 0 

1, 0 

Medicine Creek Reservoir 

3, 3 

1, 1 

4, 4 

Calamus Reservoir 

7, 3 

5, 0 

12, 3 

Salt Valley Lakes 

0, 2 

0, 1 

0, 3 

Walgren Lake 

2,0 

0 , 0 

2, 0 

No Bald Eagles seen at Lake Babcock 

or Lincoln city lakes, '94,*95. 

Other Areas, Totals 

12, 9 

9, 10 

21, 19 

Blue Creek (Garden Co.) 

2 (’95) 

0 ('95) 

2 ( ' 95) 

Grandpa's Pit (Buffalo Co.) 

0 ('95) 

2 ('95) 

2 ('95) 

Sac-Wilcox WMA 

1, 0 

2, 0 

3, 0 

Sandy Creek NRD 

0, 1 

0, 0 

0, 1 

Beaver Creek 

10, 4 

7, 5 

17, 9 

Frenchman 

1, 2 

0, 2 

1, 4 

Turkey Creek 

0 ('95) 

1 ('95) 

1 (’95) 

No Bald Eagles seen at Sidney, Mahon Ranch, Cody Park, 

Schilling WMA, Funk WMA, or Twin Lakes in '94 or '95, and none at 
Valentine NWR or Maloney Canal in '95 (not included in *94). 

Counties Totals 

34, 28 

16, 7 

50, 35 

Boone 

3 ('95) 

1 ('95) 

4 ( '95) 

Boyd 

1 ('95) 

0 (-95) 

1 ('95) 
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US. 


^unties (continued)_ Adults _ I mm. _ Total 


Brown 

2 (’94) 

0 ('94) 

2 ('94) 

Cherry 

4 ('94) 

4 ('94) 

8 ( 1 94) 

Cuming 

4, 2 

If o 

5, 2 

Custer 

4 ('95) 

0 ( '95 

4 (’95) 

Dawes 

1 , 0 

0 , 0 

1 , 0 

Dodge 

1 ('95) 

0 (’95) 

1 ( 1 95) 

Furnas 

13, 4 

6, 4 

19, 8 

Harlan 

2, 3 

2, 0 

4, 3 

Hitchcock 

0 ('95) 

1 (-95) 

1 ('95) 

Knox 

1 ('95 

0 (’95) 

1 ('95) 

Nance 

2 (’94) 

0 (’94) 

2 ('94) 

Sheridan 

0 , 1 

0 , 0 

0 , 1 

Sioux 

1 , 0 

If o 

2, 0 

Stanton 

If 3 

0 , 1 

If 4 

Thayer 

2 ('95) 

0 (’95) 

2 ( 1 95) 

Thomas 

1 ('95) 

0 (’95) 

1 (’95) 

Wayne 

2 ('95) 

0 ('95) 

2 ('95) 

Wheeler 

4 ('94) 

2 (’94) 

6 (’94) 


No Bald Eagles were seen in Dundy '94 or '95, and none in 
Greeley, Keith, or Polk '95 (not included in '94). 


Nebraska Totals 

888, 487 

275, 172 

1163, 




749* 


* Includes 90 Bald Eagles of unknown age. 


NOTE ON BIRD SIGHTING IN NEBRASKA 

Black-throated Blue Warbler. I saw this bird in our yard (James 
Ranch, Fort Robinson State Park, Sioux Co.) between October 10 and 
13, 1993. It had a black face and throat, blue-gray head, back, and 
tail, with white patches on its wings. I used the Golden Field 
Guide to Birds of North America, and the Audubon Society Field 
Guide to North American Birds to identify it. It did not seem to be 
disturbed by my presence (5 to 10 feet away) , but moved about very 
rapidly. It was with a bird tentatively identified as an immature 
Yellow-rumped Warbler, and was also sometimes seen at the same time 
as an immature Yellow-bellied Sapsucker. On October 8, we had 14 11 
snow and temperatures down to the lower 20's (F). The temperature 
was close to 50° on Oct. 9 and 10, but the ground was still mostly 
snow-covered. I photographed the Black-throated Blue Warbler in our 
maple tree, lilac bush, and on the house roof. It seemed to be 
hunting for insects in these places. 

Sandy Lemmon, P.O. Box 381, Crawford, NE 69339 

[Ed. Photos have been sent to the Records Committee.] 
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1994 BALD EAGLE COUNT BY BIG BEND AUDUBON CHAPTER-KEARNEY, NE 

Compiled by George W. Brown 

The counts were made on January 8, 1994 in two locations: the 
Kearney to Lexington area; and the Harlan Reservoir and Republican 
River areas. The temperature ranged from 12° - 46° F; wind, 

southwest at 3 - 15 mph; sky clear; water mostly open. Participants 
on the Kearney to Lexington area were George and Marian Brown, 
Evelyn Johnson, Wes Kellogg, Eileen Paine, Bob Talbitzer, Trenton 
Talbitzer, Dana Thuente, Margaret Triplett, Mark Urwiller, James 
Urwiller, and Garnsey Weed. Participants on the Harlan Reservoir - 
Republican River count were Carla Alexander, Bonnie Bernholtz, 
Robin Harding, Phoebe Keenen, and Lanny Randolph. Don and Vernell 
Pettijohn hosted a chili feed at their home in Axtell after the 
count was completed. 


Table 1. Bald Eagle counts, Kearney to Lexington bridge on Platte 
River. Imm. = immature. 


Location 

Adult 

Imm. 

Unknown 

Total 

Kearney bridge at Platte River 

1 

0 

l 

2 

Kearney to Odessa 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Odessa bridge at Platte River 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Odessa to Elm Creek 

3 

0 

0 

3 

Elm Creek bridge at Platte River 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Elm Creek to Overton 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Overton bridge at Platte River 

2 

0 

1 

3 

Overton to Canaday Steam Plant 

38 

10 

6 

54 

Canaday Steam Plant 

15 

5 

0 

20 

Canaday St. PI. to J 7 Power Plant 

6 

2 

0 

8 

J 7 Power Plant 

16 

8 

0 

24 

J 7 Power Plant to Johnson Lake 

5 

1 

2 

8 

Johnson Lake 

4 

1 

4 

9 

Johnson Lake to Lexington bridge 

9 

9 

2 

20 

Lexington bridge at Platte River 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

101 

36 

17 

154 


Note: On the return trip via Interstate-80, no Bald Eagles numbers 
in excess of those on the first trip were observed. 


Table 2. Bald Eagle counts at Harlan Reservoir and on the 


Republican River from below Harlan dam to Naponee and 
Bloomington, NE. 


Adults 

Immatures 

Unknowns 

Total 

18 

21 

25 

64 J| 


The totals from the two areas were 119 adults, 57 immatures, 
and 42 unknowns (not distinguishable as adults or immatures). 






































BALD EAGLE COUNTS FROM TWO VIEWING FACILITIES, 1994-95 SEASON 
Mark M. Peyton and Roger Knaggs 
Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District 
P.0. Box 188, Gothenburg, NE 69138-0188 


The Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District 
( central) opened the Johnson No. 2 (J-2) hydroelectric plant, 
located southeast of Lexington, to the public in 1988 for viewing 
the Bald Eagles that congregate along the spillway below the plant, 
and in 1990 provided a second viewing facility at Kingsley Dam 
below Lake McConaughy near Ogallala. Since the openings, over 
30 000 visitors have registered at the two facilities. 

' Records of the number of Bald Eagles visible from the viewing 
facilities during the 1994-95 season are presented, as well as a 
brief review of numbers at the two sites since they were opened to 
the public. 

METHODS 

The J-2 viewing facility was open from 17 December, 1994 to 8 
March, 1995, and the Kingsley viewing facility was open from 6 
January to 31 March, 1995. Counts were made at 8:00 a.m. local time 
(Central Standard Time for J-2 and Mountain Standard Time for 
Kingsley). Unique observations such as the presence of Golden 
Eagles or other noteworthy wildlife, weather conditions, etc., were 
also recorded. 

In order to identify trends in the use of the waters below the 
plants over the course of the season, the number of birds seen per 
day for each viewing week, starting December 1 and ending March 30, 
were totaled for 1989-95 for the J-2 facility and 1990-95 for the 
Kingsley facility. An average per-day value for each week was also 
determined. 

RESULTS 

The J-2 viewing facility near Lexington was open to the public 
35 days during the 1994-95 season, and had a total of 397 Bald 
Eagles for an average of 11.3 per day (Fig. 1). The peak count was 
23 Bald Eagles on 8 March, 1995. 



Figure #1: The Number of Bald Eagles Seen from the J-2 Viewing 
Facility during 1994-95. 
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In previous years, use of the canal immediately downstream 
from the J-2 Power Plant by the Bald Eagles peaked in mid-to-late 
December, and remained relatively constant until mid-February, then 
declined dramatically (Fig. 2) . In 1994-95, numbers began to 
decline in late January, but peaked once in February and again in 
March. 


Average Number of Eagles 
J-2 Viewing Facility 
December to March, 1989-95 



December January February March 


Note -- Each bar represents weekly data compiled and averaged over the period 1989-95. 

Figure #2: The Average Number of Bald Eagles Seen from the J-2 
Viewing Facility December-March, 1989-95. 

The Kingsley viewing facility at Lake McConaughy was open for 
43 days during 1994-95, and counts were conducted on an additional 
21 days for a total of 74 days. The total count was 1226 Bald 
eagles for an average of 16.6 per day, and the peak count was 65 on 
February 22. 


Average Number of Eagles 
Kingsley Dam Viewing Facility 
December to March, 1990-95 



December January February March 


Note -- Each bar represents weekly data compiled and averaged over the period 1990-95. 

nwr .. — wirv. t-'-t"— "w . .1 


Figure 3: The Average Number of Eagles Seen from the Kingsley 
Viewing Facility December-March, 1990-1995. 
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the past five seasons, the number of Bald Eagles at Kingsley 
° v peaked in early-to-mid January and remained consistent until 
Da r lv March (Fig. 3). Though the total number and daily average 
63 re both significantly lower in 1994-95, the overall timing of 
Eacile activity in the area was similar. 

Ba DISCUSSION 

In 1994-95, the average of 11.3 Bald Eagles per day at the J-2 
facility was down from the 1993-94 average of 13.6, and the average 
f 16.6 Bald Eagles per day at the Kingsley facility was the lowest 
since the facility was opened to the public in 1990. These 
reductions are believed to be weather-related. Because of the mild 
temperatures and reduced ice cover at both sites, there was not a 
large movement of fish through the power plants, therefore less 
food was available immediately below the plants. The unseasonably 
mild temperatures also reduced the winterkill of shad and alewife, 
the primary sources of food for Bald Eagles below the power plants. 
In addition, warm weather meant that food was more easily available 
throughout Nebraska, reducing the need for eagles to congregate 
around open water below the power plants to feed. 

There is a strong correlation between fish movement, which is 
determined by how many fish are removed from strainers within the 
Kingsley Hydro Plant, and the number of Bald Eagles seen in the 
immediate area (Fig. 4). This may indicate that fish movement is 
the dominant factor in determining how many Bald Eagles congregate 
below Kingsley Dam. 



Figure Q: The Cumulative Total of Eagles Counted Per Day from the 
Kingsley Viewing Facility Compared to the Number of Fish Removed 
from Strainers within the Kingsley Hydro Plant in the Months December - 
March, 1992-1995. 


SUMMARY 

Though the number of Bald Eagles at each location was somewhat 
lower than in past seasons, the J-2 and Kingsley facilities 
provided some of the best opportunities for public viewing of the 
Bald Eagle in the nation. For the next season, the J-2 viewing 
facility will open in mid-December, 1995, and the Kingsley facility 
m early January, 1996. 
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SPRING FIELD REPORT, MARCH-MAY 1995 
Compiled by 

W. Ross Silcock, P.0. Box 300, Tabor, IA 51653 
INTRODUCTION 

I want to thank the contributors (I think!) for their hard 
work and supplying me with some 2750 records from which to distill 
this rather lengthy report. Everything submitted is potentially 
valuable; my only comment is that brief details on unusual 
observations such as early or late dates, etc. as well as fuller 
descriptions of rarities should be provided. It is noteworthy that 
we have almost as many reporters from the panhandle as from eastern 
Nebraska. 

The highlights of this season were varied. In general, there 
were few record early dates; indeed, most arrival dates were a 
little later than usual. There were, however, a few extremely early 
arrival dates; dates this unusual should be briefly detailed (see 
below for information on dates). 

Certain species once considered accidental or casual are now 
being found with some regularity; included are Eurasian Wigeon, 
King Rail, possibly Sprague's Pipit, and certain rare summer 
resident warblers. On the other hand, certain species are being 
reported on occasion which we would like to know more about; 
observers could help with as much information on these sightings 
as possible. Examples this year were Black Rail, the enigmatic 
Carolina Chickadee, and Baird's Sparrow. 

For rarity buffs, this was a great spring, with potentially no 
fewer than four first state records: Little Gull, Glaucous-winged 
Gull, White-winged Dove, and Virginia's Warbler (all subject to 
Records Committee approval). Not quite as rare, but still great 
finds, were Whimbrel, Cape May Warbler, and Black-throated Blue 
Warbler. 

Shorebirds were low in numbers, especially peeps, while 
warblers were wonderful, with about 34 species recorded, including 
several of the rarer species, and good numbers being counted. A 
notable miss was Short-billed Dowitcher. 

ABBREVIATIONS 

Initials in parentheses refer to observers; a list follows 
this report. 

* = documented; please refer to Nebraska Bird Review (NBR) 
54:74, 1986, for information about writing documentations of rare 
sightings, and the official List of the Birds of Nebraska (NBR 
56:86, 1988), which indicates that all those birds whose status is 
less than Regular, those which occur less often than 9-10 out of 
each 10 years, should be documented. NBR 63:12-13, 1995 has the 
current list of species requiring documentation by the Records 
Committee. It is also important to document significantly early or 
late sightings of Regular species. The best available reference for 
such dates are papers by Johnsgard: NBR 48:26 (non-passerines) and 
NBR 48:46 (passerines). 1980. 

CLNWR= Crescent L NWR; e,w,n,s= cardinal directions; e NE= 
generally east of a line from Knox Co s; FF= Fontenelle Forest; 
FWA= Federal Waterfowl Area; L= Lake; LM= L McConaughy; NBR= 
Nebraska Bird Review; n NE: generally the area including Cherry Co 
e to Knox Co and the area southward but not including Platte R 
counties; NE= Nebraska; NM= National Monument; NNF= Nebraska 
National Forest; NPNWR= North Platte NWR; NWR= National Wildlife 
Refuge; R- River; Res= Reservoir; s NE= generally Platte R counties 
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from Keith e to Hall and s to Kansas; SHP= State Historical Park; 
SL - sewage lagoon(s); SP= State Park; SRA= State Recreation Area; 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln; w NE= the panhandle; WMA= 
Wildli fe Management Area; WPA= Waterfowl Production Area. 

GAZETTEER 

place names are not listed here; they can be located in a road 
atlas. Counties are in parentheses. 

Arbor Day Farm (Otoe); Arbor Lake WMA (Lancaster); Ayr L (Adams); 
Base L (Sarpy, Offutt Air Force Base); Boystown L (Douglas); 
Branched Oak Res (Lancaster, SRA, WMA); Buckskin Hills L (Dixon); 
Burchard Lake WMA (Pawnee); Carter Canyon (Scotts Bluff); Carter P. 
Johnson L (Sioux, Fort Robinson SP); Chappell L (Deuel); Chet Ager 
Nature Center (Lancaster); Clear Creek WMA (Keith); Cochran L 
(Scotts Bluff); Crescent L NWR (Garden); Crystal Cove L (Dakota); 
Cunningham L (Douglas); DeSoto Bend NWR (Washington); Facus Springs 
(Morrill); Fontenelle Forest (Sarpy); Fort Atkinson SHP 
(Washington); Funk Lagoon WPA (Phelps); Griess WPA (Fillmore); 
Hansen Lagoon WPA (Clay); Harvard Marsh WPA (Clay); Holmes L 
(Lancaster); Hormel Park (Dodge); Hummel Park (Douglas); Indian 
Cave SP (Nemaha, Richardson) ; Jack Sinn SWMA (Lancaster, 
Saunders); James Ranch (Sioux); Kilpatrick L (Box Butte); Kissinger 
Basin WMA (Clay); L Babcock (Platte); L Ogallala (Keith); L Yankton 
(Cedar); Lewis and Clark L (Knox); Mallard Haven WPA (Fillmore); 
Massie Lagoon WPA (Clay); Meat Animal Research Center (Clay); 
Monroe Canyon (Sioux); Neale Woods (Washington); North Lake Basin 
WMA (Seward); North Platte NWR (Scotts Bluff); Oliver Res 
(Kimball); Omadi Bend WMA (Dakota, adjacent to and known as Snyder 
Bend in Iowa); Pawnee Lake SRA (Lancaster); Pine Ridge: 
pine-covered escarpment in n Sioux, Dawes, and nw Sheridan Cos.; 
Pintail WMA (Hamilton); Ponderosa WMA (Dawes); Prairie Dog Marsh 
WPA (Kearney); Rainwater Basin: large wetland complex in sc and se 
NE w of Big Blue R drainage; Salt L (Lancaster) ; Sandpiper WPA 
(Clay); Schramm Park SRA (Sarpy); Sinninger Lagoon WPA (York); 
Smiley Canyon (Sioux); Sowbelly Canyon (Sioux); Springer WPA 
(Hamilton); Stagecoach L (Lancaster); Standing Bear L (Douglas); 
Summit Res SRA (Burt); Sutherland Res (Lincoln); Theesen Lagoon WPA 
(Clay); Two Rivers SRA/WMA (Douglas); University L (Sioux); Walgren 
Lake SRA (Sheridan); Wehrspann L (Sarpy); Weis Lagoon WPA 
(Fillmore); West Hat Creek Canyon (Sioux); Wildcat Hills (Scotts 
Bluff and Banner) ; Wilderness Park (Lancaster) ; Wild Rose Ranch 
((Hall); Wildwood WMA (Lancaster); Wyuka Cemetery (Lancaster); 
Youngson Lagoon WPA (Kearney); Zorinsky L (Douglas). 

SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

NOTE: If no reports were received of a Regular species, this is 
noted. 

Common Loon: Migrants passed through e NE 25 Mar (LP,BP), rather 
early, through 13 Apr (JoJ) with best count only 3 at Standing 
Bear L 12-13 Apr (NR,JoJ), and a rather late bird at DeSoto Bend 
NWR 22 May (JoJ). As usual, most later reports were from w NE; up 
to 3 were at NPNWR 3-11 May (LKo,LMa) and singles were at 
Chappell L and Oliver Res on 25 and 26 May respectively (BP,LP) . 
Pied-billed Grebe: Earliest in e NE was 1 at Base L on 9 Mar (KCR) ; 
best count was 31 at Crystal Cove L on 28 Mar (BFH). In w NE 
first were at CLNWR on 11 Apr (MFr), while best count was only 
10, at CLNWR on 2 0 May (MFr) and NPNWR on 11 May (LKo) . Nesting 
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may occur anywhere in NE, and so birds still present in May 
should be checked for evidence. 

Horned Grebe: Migrants appeared in good numbers statewide; in e NE 
earliest was 1 at Summit Res SRA on 12 Mar (JoJ), best count was 
15 at Funk Lagoon WPA (Lra,RHa), while last was 1 at Salt L on 3 
May (SJD) . In w NE, earliest was 1 at CLNWR on 18 Apr (MFr) , best 
count was 9 at NPNWR on 3 May (LMa), and latest were 3 still at 
NPNWR on 11 May (LKo,LMa). 

Eared Grebe: Migrants are more numerous in w NE, where the species 
is a summer resident; earliest for the state, however, were 4 at 
Funk Lagoon WPA (LRa,RHa), but best count for the state was 143 
at CLNWR on 3 May (MFr) . In e NE earliest and best count, low by 
w standards, were the 6 at Standing Bear L on 9 Apr (JoJ) , while 
last in the e was 1 at Buckskin Hills L on 13 May (JJo). A good 
count for the Rainwater Basin was the 51 at Funk Lagoon WPA on 6 
May (JoJ,GeJ); 40 were still there 27 May (LRa,RHa). 

Western Grebe: The only reports from e NE were of 1-2 at Branched 
Oak Res 30 Apr-3 May (WRS,SJD) . Other reports were from Keith Co. 
w; earliest was at CLNWR on 9 Apr (MFr) and high count was "a 
wild estimate" of 4500 spread all over LM on 22 Apr (WRS), 
indicating peak migration. Rather late for the location was 1 at 
Funk Lagoon WPA 27 May (LRa,RHa). 

Clark's Grebe: The only reports of this scarce migrant were of 
singles at Funk Lagoon WPA on 19 Apr (SJD) and at L Ogallala on 
5 May (JoJ,GeJ). 

American White Pelican: Earliest migrants were in e NE, where 5 
were at Omadi Bend WMA 25 Mar (BFH) , while in the w earliest were 
43 at NPNWR on 1 Apr (LMa). Best counts were 800 at Funk Lagoon 
WPA on 15 Apr (LRa,RHa) and 300 over FF on 17 Apr (BP,LP); as 
many as 100 were seen along Highway 2 in Grant Co. as late as 26 

May (NR,IR) and 27 were at Funk Lagoon WPA on 27 May (LRa,RHa), 

rather far s for this date. Stragglers o¥ten linger into June in 
the nw half of NE. 

Double-crested Cormorant: Largest numbers occur in e NE during 
migration; earliest there was 1 at DeSoto Bend NWR on 15 Mar 
(JoJ) , best counts were an amazing 3400 at Branched Oak Res on 27 
Apr (SJD) and 350 at Funk Lagoon WPA on 22 Apr (LRa,RHa). 
Earliest in w NE were 2 at CLNWR on 4 Apr (LMa), and best count 

there was 90 at NPNWR on 25 Apr (LKo) . A few straggle into June; 

latest for this period were 1 at West Point 28 May (LEi) and 3 s 
of Gering on 31 May (AKe). 

American Bittern: Earliest were singles at CLNWR on 12 Apr (LMa) 
and at DeSoto Bend NWR on 22 Apr (JoJ) . Last in e NE were singles 
at Jack Sinn SWMA on 11 May (JGu,JoJ) and at Arbor Lake WMA the 
same day (JMo). One at Weis Lagoon WPA as late as 21 May 
(LRa,RHa) suggests possible nesting, while encouraging was an 
excellent count of 8 at CLNWR on 17 May (LMa). 

Least Bittern: None were reported. 

Great Blue Heron: Earliest was surprisingly from the Pine Ridge, 
where 1 was at the James Ranch 13 Mar (SLe) ; it may have wintered 
nearby. Best count was 48 at CLNWR on 14 May (MFr) , where nesting 
occurs, while presumed migrants were 20 along Highway 29 in Sioux 
Co. on 8 Apr (HKH). 

Great Egret: Incredibly early, and possibly wintering nearby, was 
1 in Hall Co. on 10 Mar (LLF); there are few Mar records. 
Earliest migrant was also very early at Sacramento-Wilcox WMA on 
25 Mar (LRa,RHa), high count was 6 birds 1 mile e of Ceresco on 
1 May (JoJ), and latest was at Schramm Park SRA 19 May (JMo). 
Scarce westerly, furthest w reports were the Hall Co. report 
above and a single at Lewellen on 30 Apr (JMo). 

Snowy Egret: Seven were reported; earliest was 1 near Weis Lagoon 
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WPA on 15 Apr (SJD), and latest were singles at Ayr L on 8 May 
(SJD) and in Dixon Co. on 10 May (JJo). Best count was 3 at 
Fahrenholz Ponds 22 Apr (JJo), and most westerly, 1 at Lewellen 
23 Apr (WRS). 

Little Blue Heron: None were reported; this species is rare, 
however, in spring. 

Cattle Egret: Widely reported in e and c NE, earliest were singles 
at Pintail WMA and Springer WPA on 14 Apr (JoJ), best count, 
modest compared to last year, was 36 at the Meat Animal Research 
Center on 6 May (SJD), and latest, 21 near Nebraska City on 21 
May (LLF) and 1 at a marsh 2 miles e of Funk Lagoon WPA on 29 May 
(LRa,RHa). None were reported w of the Rainwater Basin. 

Green Heron: None were reported w of Hall Co. , and only 6 in total; 
earliest was 1 near Tekamah on 30 Apr (JoJ). 

Black-crowned Night-Heron: Earliest for this statewide migrant were 
2 in Sarpy Co. on 12 Apr (BP,LP) and another at CLNWR on 18 Apr 
(MFr). Best count was a meager 4 at Wehrspann L on 26 Apr (JoJ). 
Last in the e, where summering is rare, was 1 at Arbor Lake WMA 
on 13 May (LEi). 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: None were reported. 

White-faced Ibis: Another statewide migrant, most common in c NE, 
earliest were 7 at Sinninger Lagoon WPA 14-17 Apr (SJD,JoJ). Best 
count was at Weis Lagoon WPA, where up to 39 were present 8-10 
May (SJD), while latest were 2 near Hershey on 25 May (BP,LP). 

Tundra Swan: The only report was of 2 carefully-studied birds mixed 
with 5 Trumpeter Swans at Cunningham L on 17 Mar (JoJ). 

Trumpeter Swan: The above report involved 5 birds of this species, 
obviously migrants, at Cunningham L on 17 Mar (JoJ). Other 
reports were of nesting pairs at a marsh near Whitman 1 May (JMo) 
and 26 May (NR, IR) , at CLNWR on 20 May (MFr), and w of Valentine 
on 26 May (NR,IR). 

Greater White-fronted Goose: The huge numbers at Funk Lagoon WPA at 
the start of the period declined to 6000 by 1 Apr (SJD) , and most 
had departed the Rainwater Basin by 10 May (SJD). A good e count 
was 150 at Pawnee Lake SRA on 12 Mar (LEi); last in e NE was at 
Jack Sinn SWMA on 11 May (JGu), although another lingered until 
27 May at Funk Lagoon WPA (LRa, RHa) . Most of the interior United 
States birds of this species migrate through the Rainwater 
Basin. 

Snow Goose: An estimated 1 million were at Mallard Haven WPA and 
nearby potholes in Fillmore and Clay Cos. through 2 Mar (SJD). 
Latest large group was 1000 in York Co. on 1 Apr (LEi) , although 
1 was at Funk Lagoon WPA on 27 May (LRa,RHa). In w NE best count 
was 800 at Cochran L on 28 Mar (AKe), while only 11 remained at 
CLNWR on 15 Apr (MFr). 

Ross' Goose: Few were noted. Several were in a flock with Snows at 
Cochran L on 28 Mar (AKe). Latest in the Rainwater Basin was at 
Weis Lagoon WPA on 9 May (SJD). 

Canada Goose: Migrants were in the Missouri R valley at the start 
of the period (KCR,JJo); best count was 250 in Dixon Co. on 13 
Mar (JJo). In the w, first at CLNWR were seen 1 Apr (MFr) and at 
Carter P. Johnson L on 23 Mar (SLe), where the species apparently 
does not winter. About 10,000 were seen in the North Platte 
valley in Garden Co. 5 Mar (WRS), and 100,000 in the Rainwater 
Basin the same day (WRS) . Nesting was underway in Saunders Co. by 
26 Mar (THo), goslings were noted in Scotts Bluff Co. on 29 Apr 
(AKe) and 2 broods were at Oliver Res 22 Apr (WRS). 

Barnacle Goose: This species has not been accepted to the NE State 
List as yet; it is difficult to determine whether sightings are 
of wild birds. One was reported from a sandpit s of the Odessa 
bridge in n Phelps County on 9 Mar 1995 (LCC,ANi) . The only other 
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report of this species in NE is of 1 collected in Otoe County 3 
Nov 1968 (NBR 37:2; Bray et al., Birds of Nebraska, 1986). 

Wood Duck: Earliest in e NE were 4 at Cunningham L on 3 Mar 

(NR, IR) , while in w NE an excellent count of 46 were at NPNWR by 
14 Apr (LKo) and 7 were in Dundy Co. on 30 Mar (LMa). Another 
good count was 51 at NPNWR on 24 May (LKo), an indication of 
breeding numbers in the w, where at least 1 was as far nw as 
Whitney L on 29 May (NR,IR). 

Green-winged Teal: Earliest were 2 in n Phelps County on 4 Mar 
(LRa,RHa) and 60 at NPNWR on 9 Mar (LMa) , while best count was an 
excellent 1075 at CLNWR on 25 Apr (LMa). Numbers decline rapidly 
into late May, as few breed in the state; there were only 2 at 
CLNWR by 24 May (MFr), and the latest in e NE were 2 at Arbor 
Lake WMA on 21 May (LEi) and 3 in York County the same day 
(LRa,RHa). 

American Black Duck: None were reported. 

Mallard: High count at NPNWR was 6533 on 28 Mar (LKo). 

Northern Pintail: Earliest where none wintered were 6 at Base L on 
9 Mar (BP,LP) and 20 at NPNWR on 9 Mar (LMa); 293 were at NPNWR 
by 15 Mar (LKo) . Best count was 1980 at Funk Lagoon WPA on 17 Mar 
(LMa). 

Blue-winged Teal: Earliest were in e NE; 2 were e of Funk Lagoon 
WPA on 11 Mar (LRa,RHa) and 2 were at Cunningham L on 13 Mar 
(JoJ), but 3 at Funk Lagoon WPA on 17 Mar (LMa) were close 
behind. Best counts were 705 at CLNWR on 9 May (LMa) and 500 at 
Sinninger Lagoon WPA on 16 Apr (JoJ). A partial albino was at 
Weis Lagoon WPA on 8 May (SJD). 

Cinnamon Teal: Rare e of the Rainwater Basin, 1-2 were with 

Blue-wings at FF 24 Mar-5 Apr (BP,LP,NR, IR) , and singles were in 
se Burt Co. on 12 Apr (JoJ) and at DeSoto Bend NWR on 14 Apr 
(JoJ). Earliest by far was a male at Mallard Haven WPA on 1 Mar 
(SJD); next in the Rainwater Basin were 2 at Funk Lagoon WPA on 
1 Apr (SJD) . About 15 in all were noted in the Rainwater Basin, 
where it is an uncommon migrant, through 9 May (SJD,LRa,RHa), 
including a Blue-winged hybrid male at Sinninger Lagoon WPA 
16-21 Apr (SJD). Facus Springs is a summer locality, and 4 were 
there 30 Apr (JMo), while best count was 10 at CLNWR on 9 May 
(LMa). 

Northern Shoveler: Earliest was at Base L on 1 Mar (KCR), followed 
by 1 in s Lancaster Co. on 7 Mar (JGu) and 2 at NPNWR on 9 Mar 
(LMa) . Best count was 1920 at NPNWR on 25 Apr (LMa) , but in e NE 
best count was only 50 in Pierce Co. on 29 Apr (JJo). An albino 
female was at Sinninger Lagoon WPA on 21 Apr (SJD) . Last in e NE 
was 1 at Arbor Lake WMA on 21 May (LEi). 

Gadwall: Earliest were 4 at Base L on 9 Mar (BP,LP) and 4 at NPNWR 
the same day (LMa) , except for a male on a small pond in Sowbelly 
Canyon 4 Mar (WRS). Best counts were 1250 at Funk Lagoon WPA on 
17 Mar (LMa) and 1000 at Lewis and Clark L on 18 Mar (BFH). Last 
in e NE were 2 at Stagecoach L on 7 May (LEi). 

Eurasian Wigeon: Three males were detected; extensive coverage of 
especially the Rainwater Basin in recent years is revealing that 
this species is probably a regular spring migrant in NE. One was 
at Prairie Dog Marsh WPA 18 Mar (LP,BP), another was at Pintail 
WMA on 2 Apr (JoJ,GeJ) and the third was at Facus Springs on 4 
Apr (AKe). 

American Wigeon: Earliest were 5 at Funk Lagoon WPA on 5 Mar (WRS) . 
Best counts were 2581 at NPNWR on 14 Apr (LKo), 1260 at Funk 
Lagoon WPA on 17 Mar (LMa) , and 50 at Pawnee SRA on 12 Mar (LEi) . 
Latest in e NE was 1 at FF on 2 May (NR, IR) , while in w NE, where 
the few NE breeders occur, the latest at University L was seen 2 
May (HKH) and at NPNWR only 31 remained on 11 May (LKo). 
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eanvasback: Earliest were 7 at Boystown L on 3 Mar (NR,IR), 2 at 

C Base L on 9 Mar (BP,LP) , and 20 at NPNWR the same day (LMa) . Best 
count was 170 at CLNWR on 12 Apr (LMa) . Uncommon as a breeder in 
NE late birds included 2 as far e as Hamilton Co. as late as 5 
May (JoJ) , a single in Morrill Co. on 19 May (LMa) , 5 at CLNWR on 
20 May (MFr), and 2 along Highway 2 in Sheridan Co. on 26 May 

(NR,IR)* .... 

Redhead: Apart from wintering birds m c NE (LRa,RHa), earliest 
were 1 at Base L on 9 Mar (BP,LP) and 230 at NPNWR on the same 
day (LMa) . Best counts were an impressive 7038 at NPNWR on 15 Mar 
(LKo) and, in e NE, 250 at the Wayne SL on 15 Mar (JJo). Last in 
e NE were a pair at Burchard Lake WMA on 7 May (BP,LP) . Breeding 
is not known this far s, but does occur rarely in the Rainwater 
Basin, where 12 were at Funk Lagoon WPA as late as 6 May (JoJ). 

Ring-necked Duck: Rather early were 5 at Keystone L on 1 Mar 

(NR,IR)/ these probably wintered in the area. Migrants appeared 
9 Mar, with 55 at Base L (BP,LP) and 2 at NPNWR (LMa). Best 
counts were 872 at NPNWR on 14 Apr (LKo) and, in e NE, 100 at 
Pawnee SRA on 12 Mar (LEi). Last in c and e NE were 5 in 
Fillmore County on 21 May (LRa,RHa) and 9 at Fahrenholz Ponds on 
13 May (JJo), while in the w 28 were still at CLNWR on 24 May 
(MFr). This species is a rare breeder in NE. 

Greater Scaup: There were 3 reports: singles were at Pintail WMA on 
19 Mar (JoJ) , Summit Lake SRA on 12 Mar (JoJ) , and, last for the 
state were 4 at Conestoga L on 16 Apr (JoJ). Spring migration 
data is scarce for this species. 

Lesser Scaup: Apart from wintering birds in c NE (LRa,RHa), 

earliest were 20 at Base L on 9 Mar (BP,LP) and 6 at NPNWR the 
same day (LMa). Best counts were 2880 at CLNWR on 25 Apr (LMa) 
and, in e NE, 193 at Burchard Lake WMA on 26 Mar (WRS) . Latest in 
e NE were singles near Blair on 23 May (JoJ) and at Funk Lagoon 
WPA on 27 May (LRa,RHa). 

Oldsquaw: The only report was of a very late single at CLNWR on 25 
Apr (LMa); this may be the latest NE spring report. 

White-winged Scoter: An apparent adult female was at Standing Bear 
L on 12 Apr (JoJ,NR,IR); despite daily checks, none were seen 
until another, probably different, adult female appeared on 
Cunningham L 21 Apr, remaining until 4 May (JoJ). This is a very 
late date, possibly the latest for NE. 

Common Goldeneye: Best spring count of this winter duck was a 
modest 60 at Gering SL on 20 Mar (AKe) . Latest were 2 at NPNWR on 
2 May (LMa). 

Bufflehead: Earliest were 3 in Buffalo County on 10 Mar (LRa,RHa) 
and, in w NE, 25 at Gering SL on 20 Mar (AKe). Best count was 
1440 at CLNWR on 25 Apr (LMa) . Latest in e NE was 1 at Cunningham 
L on 15 May (JoJ) , while in c NE a female was at Funk Lagoon WPA 
on 27 May (LRa,RHa), and in w NE a male was at LM on 18 May 
(SJD). This species does not breed in NE. 

Hooded Merganser: None were reported w of Lancaster (LEi) and Cedar 
Cos; earliest were 6 at Summit Res SRA on 2 Mar (JoJ) , best count 
was ll at L Yankton on 18 Mar (BFH), and latest was 1 at Base L 
on 13 May (KCR). Nesting is apparently almost unknown in NE. 

Common Merganser: As many as 1100 were at NPNWR as early as 9 Mar 
(LMa) ; 650 were there 14 Apr (LKo) , and numbers declined to only 
5 by 24 May (LKo) . In e NE best count was 450 in Lancaster Co. on 
8 Apr (LEi) and latest were 3 in n Saunders Co. on 14 Apr (THo). 

Red-breasted Merganser: This species is mainly a Missouri R valley 
migrant, but a few were reported from w NE: 4 were at NPNWR on 29 
Apr (AKe), and 1-2 were at CLNWR 30 Apr (LMa) through 3 May 
(LMa,MFr). Earliest in e NE was 1 at DeSoto Bend NWR on 12 Mar 
(JoJ) , best counts were 25 at L Yankton on 18 Mar (BFH) and 18 at 
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Cunningham L on 13 Apr (JoJ), and latest were 1 in n Saunders 
Co. on 9 May (NR,IR) and 2 at DeSoto Bend NWR on 10 May (JoJ). 

Ruddy Duck: Unusual were 17 which wintered on University L; 4 were 
still there 31 May (HKH). No others were reported in w NE until 
116 appeared at CLNWR on 12 Apr (LMa) , also the best w NE count. 
Earliest elsewhere was 1 at Youngson Lagoon WPA on 12 Mar 
(LRa,RHa). Best counts in c NE was 150 at Funk Lagoon WPA on 6 
May (LRa,RHa) and in e NE 100 were on Stagecoach L 8 Apr (LEi). 
Latest in e NE were 2 at Stagecoach L on 21 May (LEi). 

Turkey Vulture: This species appears earliest in e NE, the first in 
Otoe Co. on 21 Mar (LLF) and at Schramm SRA the same day (JGu) . 
Earliest in w NE was 1 at NPNWR on 1 Apr (LMa) . Best count was 16 
at NPNWR on 29 Apr (AKe). 

Osprey: Earliest were singles in n Saunders Co. on 14 Apr (THo) and 
in w NE at NPNWR on 25 Apr (LKo) . A very good count was the 7 at 
Branched Oak Res on 27 Apr (SJD) . Latest were singles s of Gering 
on 12 May (AKe) and at Dodge Park on 15 May (JoJ). 

Bald Eagle: Best counts were only 13 at Weis Lagoon WPA on 5 Mar 
(WRS) and 12 at Branched Oak Res on 12 Mar (LEi) ; latest was 1 in 
Douglas Co. on 4 Apr (NR,IR). A nest with 2 chicks was at NPNWR 
(AKe), where 4 birds were present 24 May (LKo), and 2 birds at 
Wolf Lake in n Saunders Co. on 21 May (THo) may have been nesting 
in the area. 

Northern Harrier: Best counts were 7 at Summit Res SRA on 12 Apr 
(JoJ) and as many as 8 as late as 13 May in Dixon Co. (JJo) , the 
last for e NE, where nesting is rare. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: There was "no sign of nesting" at the Saunders 
Co. site used last year (THo); the latest for the state was 1 at 
Schramm SRA on 13 May (JMo). 

Cooper's Hawk: A pair was at a nest at a site possibly used last 
year also at Schramm SRA on 22 May (JMo) ; an immature was in the 
area also 11 May (BP,LP). Other late birds were in Dixon Co. on 
24 May (JJo) and at Two Rivers SRA/WMA on 20 May (LMa) . Such late 
birds may be nesting. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: The breeding birds at FF arrived 6 Mar 
(NR,IR). Rarely seen away from FF, 1 was in Cass Co. 2 May 
(GWo,KDG) and another was at Two Rivers SRA/WMA on 20 May (LMa) . 
Breeding is unknown away from the FF site, at least for the last 
35 years or so. Most unexpected, and one of very few w NE 
records, was 1 at CLNWR on 29 Mar (LMa). 

Broad-winged Hawk: An incredibly early report was from the Missouri 
R valley for 28 Mar; no details were provided for what would be 
the earliest NE record. Next was 1 at 135th and Center in Omaha 
on 26 Apr (JoJ) . No more than 2 were reported at a time, and last 
migrant (presumably) was an immature at Schramm SRA on 19 May 
(JMo). Few have been reported the last 2 years. Encouraging was 
the presence of at least 1 bird at FF as late as 29 May 
(BP,LP,WRS); nesting apparently succeeded (see Summer report; 
BP,LP). This species is reported regularly from w NE but is 
uncommon there; singles were at Gering on 7 May (LMa) and at 
CLNWR on 9 May (LMa). 

S wainson’s Hawk: Rather early was 1 in s Sioux Co. on 5 Apr (HKH); 
next in w NE was 1 at CLNWR on 21 Apr (MFr). In e NE, where the 
species is essentially a migrant, 12 were over Sinninger Lagoon 
WPA on 15 Apr (JGu), the best count. Rather late were 2 as late 
as 13 May in Dixon Co. (JJo) and another in Webster Co. on 8 May 
(NR,IR). 

Ferruginous Hawk: Nesting was underway by 25 Apr in s Sioux Co. 
(HKH). None were reported from c or e NE. 

Rough-legged Hawk: Few were reported; best count was 6 in Dixon Co. 
on 1 Mar (JJo), while latest were 1 in Cass Co. on 1 May 
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fGWo KDG) , a light-phase bird at Funk Lagoon WPA on 28 Apr (SJD) , 
and a single at NPNWR on 25 Apr (LKo). 

lden Eagle: None were reported away from the panhandle, although 

G i was rather late in the w Sandhills at CLNWR (LMa); nesting is 
rare away from rock outcrops. 

American Kestrel: Best count was about 20 in c NE 22 Apr (LRa,RHa) . 
pare in winter in nw NE away from the Platte valley, spring 
arrivals were noted 30 Mar at James Ranch (SLe) and 1 Apr at 
CLNWR (MFr). A banding project with birds nesting in boxes on 
1-80 signs between Omaha and Lincoln resulted in 44 chicks 
banded, with 15-20 more as yet unbanded (RGr); such nest boxes 
have been extremely successful in helping this species summer in 
e NE. 

Merlin: A winter visitor over most of NE, although uncommon in the 
east, latest in e NE were a female near Hastings on 29 Apr (SJD) 
and a male in se Hamilton Co. on 21 Apr (AFa fide SJD). Last in 
w NE was 1 in Sioux Co. on 4 May (LMa); this species nests on 
rare occasions in nw NE. 

peregrine Falcon: Continuing its resurgence of recent years, at 
least 15 birds were reported statewide. Earliest were singles at 
Funk Lagoon WPA on 19 Apr (SJD) and at CLNWR on 21 Apr (MFr) , and 
latest were singles at Two Rivers SRA/WMA on 16 May (JGu) and in 
sw Kimball Co. on 18 May (SJD). Nesting was underway at the 
reestablishment site on the Woodmen Tower in Omaha. 

prairie Falcon: Most easterly report, indeed the only such report, 
was of 1 in Dixon Co. on 5 Mar (JJo) . This species is less common 
in e NE than Merlin in winter and spring. Rather far e for the 
date was 1 n of Ogallala on 18 May (SJD) ; nesting is unknown e of 
the panhandle. Nesting was underway in s Sioux Co. (HKH). 

Gray Partridge: At a low ebb recently, the only report was of 1-2 
in its stronghold of Dixon Co. 27 Apr and 13 May (JJo). 

Ring-necked Pheasant: A good count was 75 near Norman on 16 Apr 
(LRa,RHa). 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: The presence of 2 in n Otoe Co. on 31 Mar 
(LLF) was unexpected; at this time of year such birds may be from 
populations to the northwest such as in the Sandhills, as there 
is a tendency in this species to move southeastward in winter on 
occasion. At the edge of the range also were 2 in Kearney Co. on 
17 Mar (LMa), 1 in wc Phelps Co. on 28 Apr (SJD) and 1 ne of 
Riverton on 7 May (LRa,RHa), the latter two probably breeding 
locatiions. A visit to the blinds at Burchard Lake WMA on 26 Mar 
yielded 24 males and 1 female, with a further 9 seen nearby 
(WRS). 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: Best count was 23 at CLNWR on 12 Apr (LMa). 
None were reported e of this location. 

Wild Turkey: Best count was only 15, a flock resident in n Saunders 
Co. (THo). 

Northern Bobwhite: Most westerly were 2 in Morrill Co. on 12 May 
(LMa); this species is regular this far w in the Platte valley. 

Black Rail: A report was received of 1 at CLNWR on 31 May, 

unfortunately without additional information such as whether it 
was heard or seen, and circumstances of the sighting. Although 
the literature contains a report of 1 tape-recorded at CLNWR 18 
May 1978, the recorder has since stated that the recording was 
more likely of a Virginia Rail (Bray et al., The Birds of 
Nebraska, 1986). A spring overshoot would not be totally 
unexpected, however, as the species nests regularly in c Kansas. 

King Rail: Two reports were received; this species may be rather 
widespread in small numbers in most areas of NE with suitable 
habitat, as reports in recent years have indicated. This year 
singles were at Jack Sinn SWMA on 11 May (JGu) and at Wild Rose 
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Ranch on 18 May (fide NR). 

Virginia Rail: Earliest were in w NE; 1 was calling in s Sioux Co.: 
15 Apr (HKH), and another was at CLNWR on 24 Apr(MFr). In e NE 
earliest was 1 at Jack Sinn SWMA on 6 May (JGu), best count was 
6 at Cunningham L on 7 May (JoJ) , and latest was 1 near Wakefield 
on 12 May (JJo). 

Sora: Earliest were in w NE, with 2 at CLNWR on 24 Apr (MFr,LMa). 
Best count was 10 at Jack Sinn SWMA on 7 May (JGu) and 10 at 
Cunningham L the same day (JoJ) . Last in e NE, where breeding is 
rare, were 2 at Arbor Lake WMA on 11 May (LEi). 

American Coot: Earliest was 1 at Base L on 7 Mar (KCR) , but in w NE 
none appeared until 28 Mar, when 182 were at NPNWR (LKo). Best 
counts were 1050 at CLNWR on 25 Apr (LMa) , 1036 at NPNWR the same 
day (LKo), and, in e NE, a mere 250 at Base L on 19 Apr (KCR). 
Where nesting does not occur in e NE, migrants departed by 21 
May, when 15 were at Arbor Lake WMA (LEi). 

Sandhill Crane: Large numbers were still in the Rainwater Basin 17 
Mar, when 36500 were estimated (LMa) . There were still as many as 
250 at Funk Lagoon WPA on 19 Apr (SJD); latest in the Rainwater 
Basin was 1 at North Lake Basin WMA on 30 Apr (WRS). Easterly 
were an unexpectedly large group of 500 in Dixon Co. on 2 Apr 
(JJo), and a single at Two Rivers SRA/WMA on 11 May (NR,IR). In 
w NE 2000 were near Lisco on 5 Mar (WRS) and 292 were at NPNWR on 
28 Mar (LKo) and last were over James Ranch on 3 May (SLe) . 

Whooping Crane: The only report was of 2 adults at Funk Lagoon WPA 
17-19 Apr (SJD). 

Black-bellied Plover: The only reports of this uncommon migrant 
were from the Rainwater Basin; 5 were at Pintail Marsh WPA 15-23 
Apr (SJD), and a very good count of 24 was made at LM on 18 May 
(SJD). 

American Golden-Plover: Only about 18 were reported; this is also 
an uncommon migrant in spring. Earliest were 1 at 
Sacramento-Wilcox WMA on 1 Apr (LRa,RHa) and 3 in basic plumage 
at Hansen Lagoon WPA on 2 Apr (JoJ), both very early dates. Best 
count was 10 near Dakota City on 3 0 Apr (BFH) , and last was 1 at 
LM on 18 May (SJD). It was also reported in Cass Co. on 27 Apr 
(GWo,KDG), and 2 were at Ayr L on 5 May (LLF). 

Snowy Plover: Only casual in occurrence, 2 were found. Singles were 
at Kissinger Basin WMA and Ayr L on 6 May (SJD). There are only 
about 20 records for NE. 

Semipalmated Plover: Earliest were 6 at Harvard Marsh WPA on 14 Apr 
(JoJ), best count was 16 at Dakota City on 30 Apr (BFH), and 
latest were 2 at NPNWR on 24 May (LKo) . Only about 32 birds were 
reported. 

Piping Plover: Good numbers moved through the Rainwater Basin in 
the period 20-29 Apr, when at least 16 were counted (SJD) . Other 
e NE reports included 1 at Zorinsky L on 27 Apr (JoJ), 2 at 
Dakota City on 30 Apr (BFH), and 1 at Branched Oak Res on 3 May 
(JMo) . At known breeding localities, 1 was at Two Rivers SRA/WMA 
on 20 May (LMa), and up to 5 were in the LM area 22 Apr-16 May 
(WRS,LMa,JoJ,LLF). Very weird was 1 w of Chadron, where it is 
rare to begin with, on 1 May in wet snow on a highway before 
sunrise (JMo). 

Killdeer: Earliest were in Sarpy Co. on 7 Mar (KCR) and Cass Co. on 
10 Mar (GWo,KDG) , while in w NE earliest was in s Sioux Co. on 10 
Mar (HKH). Best counts were modest: 30 in Dixon Co. on 9 Apr 
(JJo) and 34 at CLNWR on 25 Apr (LMa) , although "giant numbers" 
were near Gibbon on 15 Mar (LRa,RHa) . A nest with eggs was found 
in the Pine Ridge 16 May; the young fledged 24 May (SLe) . 

Mountain Plover: Rare in NE, and often very difficult to find, 2 
adults and a nest with 3 eggs were located at a somewhat regular 




The Nebraska Bird Review 


43 


2. 

breeding location 5 miles w and 1.5 miles n of Bushnell (SJD) . No 
others were reported. 

Black-necked Stilt: In recent years this species has been reported 
more commonly; this year 12 birds were noted. Earliest were 2 at 
NPNWR on 25 Apr (AKe). Up to 3 were at unspecified locations in 
Sheridan Co. 8-21 May (LMa), and 2 were at Gering SL on 19 May 
(AKe). At a regular breeding location near mile marker 106 on 
Highway 2, 5 were seen 1 May (JMo). 

American Avocet: Earliest were 1 at Tekamah SL on 12 Apr (JoJ), 
another at Sinninger Lagoon WPA on 13 Apr (SJD), and 6 at CLNWR 
the same day (LMa). Best counts were 46 at NPNWR on 9 May (LKo) 
and an outstanding 85 at Ayr L on 27 Apr (SJD). This species is 
rather common in the Rainwater Basin during migration, but none 
were noted there during May at a time when nesting might be 
suspected. Latest in e NE was 1 at Jack Sinn SWMA on 6 May (JGu) . 

Greater Yellowlegs: Rather early were 4 in Phelps Co. on 17 Mar 
(LRa,RHa) and 3 in the same county 18 Mar (BP,LP) . Earliest in w 
NE was 1 at CLNWR on 4 Apr (LMa) . Best count was 45 at Sinninger 
Lagoon WPA on 2 Apr (JoJ), while last were 3 at CLNWR on 9 May 
(MFr,LMa) . 

Lesser Yellowlegs: Earliest were 3 at Sandpiper WPA on 19 Mar (JoJ) 
and 1 at DeSoto Bend NWR on 27 Mar (JoJ). In w NE earliest were 
singles at CLNWR (MFr) and NPNWR (LMa) on 1 Apr. Best counts were 
moderate: 22 at CLNWR on 25 Apr (LMa) and 20 in s Lancaster Co. 
on 7 May (LEi), the latter the latest birds in e NE also. Few 
were reported in May; latest in w NE were 3 at CLNWR on 17 May 
(LMa). 

Solitary Sandpiper: Earliest was 1 near Tekamah on 27 Mar (JoJ), 
with details provided, a very early date and far ahead of the 
next, in Cass Co. on 15 Apr (GWo,KDG). In w NE none appeared 
until 25 Apr, when 1 was at CLNWR (LMa). Last were singles at 
Arbor Lake WMA on 13 May (LEi) and at CLNWR on 9 May (MFr) . 

Willet: Earliest was 1 in w Clay Co. on 15 May (SJD), and best 
counts were excellent easterly counts of 50 s of Pierce on 29 Apr 
(JJo) and 28 at Cunningham L on 28 Apr (JoJ) . Latest in e NE were 
10 at Jack Sinn SWMA on 5 May (JGu). 

Spotted Sandpiper: Earliest were singles at Hansen Lagoon WPA on 26 
Apr (SJD) and at Gering SL on 29 Apr (AKe) . Best count was 21 in 
Hall County at various sandbars on 14 May (LRa,RHa). 

Upland Sandpiper: First to appear was 1 near Harvard Marsh WPA on 
26 Apr (SJD) and another 4 May in Arthur Co. (LLF). Best count 
was a moderate 11 on 19 May in Arthur Co. (LMa). 

Whimbrel: There are only about 25 records for NE for this spring 
migrant, most in May. This year 2 were reported: 1 was 
photographed at Griess WPA on 27 Apr (SJD) , a rather early date, 
and another was found independently by 2 observers at Sandy Beach 
at LM on 18 (SJD) and 19 (LMa) May. 

Long-billed Curlew: Earliest were 2 at CLNWR on 4 Apr (MFr) and 1 
in s Sioux Co. the next day (HKH). Best count was 19 at CLNWR on 
9 May (LMa). All reports were from the panhandle except for 2 w 
of Valentine on 30 May (NR,IR). A report of 1 in Cass Co. on 11 
May was submitted without details; this species is extremely rare 
as far e as the Missouri valley, especially in spring. 

Hudsonian Godwit: This was a poor year for this species, with only 
about 60 birds noted, most in a large flock at Sinninger Lagoon 
WPA, where 54 were seen 16 Apr (JoJ) and 41 the next day (SJD). 
The only others were 1 at Harvard Marsh WPA on 14 Apr (SJD) and 
3 at Theesen Lagoon WPA on 16 Apr (JoJ). 

Marbled Godwit: Large flocks of migrants in the Rainwater Basin 
were the first to appear; on 16 Apr 78 were at Harvard Marsh WPA 
and 3 6 at Sinninger Lagoon WPA (JoJ) , while a single was at North 
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Lake Basin WMA the same day (SJD) . Last in e NE was 1 at Branched 
Oak Res on 3 May (LEi) . In w NE 3 were at CLNWR on 23 Apr (MFr) , 
best count was 33 at NPNWR on 24 Apr (LKo), and last were 2 
there on 3 May (LMa). 

Ruddy Turnstone: Only 1 report of this uncommonly-reported migrant 
was of 2 at Cunningham L on 14 May (JoJ). Its tendency to be a 
later May migrant than most shorebirds may leave it 
under-reported as birders switch to warblers. 

Sanderling: Few were reported, almost all on sandy beaches at LM; 
8-24 were at Sandy Beach 16-19 May (SJD,LMa). The only other 
reports were of 2 on a Platte R sandbar in Sarpy Co. on 19 May 
(JMo) and 3 in nw Kearney County on 29 May (LRa,RHa) , a rather 
late date. 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: Earliest were 4 at Hansen Lagoon WPA on 13 
Apr (SJD), followed by 40, the season's best count, at Theesen 
Lagoon WPA on 16 Apr (JoJ) . Last were 10 near Fort Calhoun on 24 
May (JoJ) and 5 in nw Kearney County on 29 May (LRa,RHa) . Only 4 

were noted in w NE: 2 each at NPNWR on 27 Apr and at CLNWR on 9 

May (LMa). 

Western Sandpiper: This species appears to be more numerous in 
fall; few reports were received. Two were at CLNWR on 12 Apr 
(LMa) and 2 more were in Scotts Bluff Co. on 12 May (LMa), while 
the only Rainwater Basin reports were a good count of 35 at 
Sacramento-Wilcox WMA on 29 Apr (LRa,RHa) , 1 near Ragan on 13 May 
(LRa,RHa), and 4 in nw Kearney County on 29 May (LRa,RHa). 

Least Sandpiper: Few were reported; earliest were singles at Hansen 
Lagoon WPA on 1 Apr (SJD) and Theesen Lagoon WPA on 2 Apr 

(JoJ,GeJ). Best count was only 12, in Scotts Bluff Co. on 4 May 

(LMa). Latest were 7 on sand bars in Hall County on 14 May 
(LRa,RHa). 

White-rumped Sandpiper: Also little-reported this spring, 1 was 
very early at Hansen Lagoon WPA on 19-20 Apr (SJD), 5 were at 
Jack Sinn SWMA on 1 May (JoJ), also rather early, and, more 
typically, 30 were near Fort Calhoun on 24 May (JoJ) and 70 in nw 
Kearney County on 29 May (LRa,RHa). None were noted in w NE, 
where it is probably less common than in e NE. 

Baird's Sandpiper: Earliest were 8 at Funk Lagoon WPA and 8 in nw 
Kearney County on 17 Mar (LRa,RHa). Best count was 75 in Adams 
Co. on 2 3 Apr (WRS) , and latest were 3 in nw Kearney County on 29 
May (LRa,RHa). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: Possibly one of the poorest recent years for 
this species, few passed through the Rainwater Basin 
(SJD,LRa,RHa) , with only 11 birds reported from that area. On 17 
Mar a single in nw Kearney County was the earliest for the state. 
Best count was only 15, near Fort Calhoun on 24 May (JoJ), also 
latest for the state. The only report from w NE was of 1 near 
Scottsbluff on 27 Apr (AKe). 

Dunlin: Earliest were 5 at Hansen Lagoon WPA on 13 Apr (SJD), also 
the best count, and latest was 1 on Platte R sandbars in e Sarpy 
Co. on 23 May (JMo). None were noted w of the Rainwater Basin. 

Stilt Sandpiper: This species also was present in rather poor 
numbers. Best count was only 11, w of Raymond on 13 May (LEi). 
Earliest were 3 at Harvard Marsh WPA on 25 Apr (SJD) and latest 
was 1 in nw Kearney County on 29 May (LRa,RHa). The only w NE 
reports were of 1-3 at NPNWR 6-9 May (LMa). 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: A poor year for this species also, with 
only 35 reported in 2 groups: 7 were near Nelson on 9 May (SJD) 
and 28 were in ec Adams Co. the next day (SJD). Most migrants 
pass through the Rainwater Basin. 

Short-billed Dowitcher: None were reported, despite excellent 
coverage of e NE and the Rainwater Basin, and despite good 
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numbers of the next species. 

Long-billed Dowitcher: One of the few shorebird species in good 
numbers this spring, best counts were 107 at Sinninger Lagoon WPA 
on 27 Apr (SJD) , and 75 were estimated in c NE around the LM area 
on 4 May (LLF). Earliest were 5 in nw Kearney County on 19 Mar 
(LRa,RHa). Latest were 20 at CLNWR on 17 May (LMa). 

Common Snipe: Earliest was 1 at Prairie Dog Marsh WPA on 1 Apr 
(LRa,RHa). Latest in e NE, where nesting is virtually unknown, 
W as 1 at Shoemaker Island in Hall Co. on 5 May (LLF). Nesting 
was noted in s Sioux Co. by the end of the period (HKH). 

American Woodcock: Earliest were at Arbor Day Farm (LLF) and at 
Wehrspann L (NR,IR) on 12 Mar. A few continue to occupy 
territory as far* w as the Hike-Bike Trail in Kearney Co., where 
1-2 were noted 15-19 Mar (LRa,RHa,LMa,NR). 

Wilson's Phalarope: Good numbers were reported, with best counts 
200 at University L on 18 Apr (HKH), 274 at CLNWR on 9 May 
(LMa), 52 at Sacramento-Wilcox WMA on 29 Apr (LRa,RHa), and 50 
at Funk Lagoon WPA on 6 May (JoJ,GeJ) . One observer, however, in 
e NE (LEi) noted only 3 for the period in Lancaster Co. Earliest 
for the state were 5 at Eppley Airfield, Douglas Co., on 11 Apr 
(BP,LP), and latest in e NE, where nesting is rare, but to be 
considered at such a late date, was 1 at Arbor Lake WMA on 21 May 
(LEi). 

Red-necked Phalarope: None were reported. 

Franklin's Gull: Earliest were 3 at Branched Oak Res on 20 Mar 
(JGu), followed by 12 at Standing Bear L on 28 Mar (JoJ). First 
in w NE was 1 which appeared in Scotts Bluff Co. on 9 Apr (LMa). 
Best count was the "thousands" which moved through the Rainwater 
Basin on 23 Apr (SJD); 1000 were over Syracuse on 26 Apr (LLF) 
and 1000 were over Lincoln on 7 May (SJD). Latest were a single 
at LM on 19 May (LMa) and 100 at L Babcock the same day 
(LRa,RHa), although a very late straggler was in Kearney County 
29 May, described as an immature (LRa,RHa). 

Little Gull: A bona-fide rarity was an adult, the first state 
record, detected at Wehrspann L on 26 Apr by Joel Jorgenson and 
seen later by others (GeJ,WRS). This bird was with Bonaparte's 
Gulls and was seen at close range for some time. Unfortunately it 
did not stay overnight. 

Bonaparte's Gull: Good numbers passed through, including best 
counts of 60 at Cunningham L on 11 May (BP,LP) and 59 there 9 Apr 
(JoJ). Earliest for this mainly e-half-of-NE migrant were 3 at 
Cunningham L on 6 Apr (JoJ), and latest were 6 at LM on 18 May 
(SJD). Westerly were 3 at NPNWR on 27 Apr (LMa), the only w NE 
sighting. 

Ring-billed Gull: Early migrants (a few overwinter at suitable 
locations) were 18 at NPNWR on 9 Mar (LMa), 65 at Omadi Bend WMA 
on 12 Mar (BFH), and, best count in e NE, 350 at Pawnee SRA and 
Branched Oak Res the same day (LEi). Best count was in w NE, with 
1560 at NPNWR on 28 Mar (LKo). Latest in e NE were in Cass Co. on 
31 May (GWo,KDG). 

California Gull: Spring is the low point in terms of numbers of 
this species at LM; most apparently move through in April. 
Earliest were 3 adults at LM on 5 Mar (WRS). Best count was 82 
there on 22 Apr, all adults (WRS), but most had gone by May; only 
a single adult was located 16-19 May (LMa,SJD). On 27 May, 
however, 3 adults were found (BP,LP). 

Herring Gull: Usually fewer than Ring-billed, best count was 125 at 
Pawnee SRA and Branched Oak Res on 12 Mar (LEi) , a day later than 
the earliest, 3 at Cunningham L (NR,IR), where 1-3 were seen 
during the first half of Mar (JoJ). Only 1 was reported from w 
NE, at NPNWR on 20 Apr (LMa) . At LM on 22 Apr 35 were seen, about 
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half immatures, including 1 still in a very dark juvenile-like 
plumage (WRS) . Latest in c and e NE was 1 below the Harlan County 
Res dam (LRa,RHa). Other lst-year birds, 1-2, were at LM 17-19 
May (SJD,LMa). 

Thayer's Gull: A lst-year bird at LM 22-23 Apr appeared to the 
observer to be the same bird which had wintered there (WRS) . This 
is the latest NE spring record to date. 

Lesser Black-backed Gull: An adult was at Branched Oak Res 12 Mar, 
and possibly as early as 5 Mar (JMo) and another, or the same, 
was there 9-10 Apr (NR,IR,JoJ). If these were indeed different 
birds, they are the 4th and 5th NE records, all since 1992. 

Glaucous-winged Gull: Along with Little Gull, this species became 
the 2nd gull species new to the NE list this spring, pending 
Records Committee approval. A lst-year bird at LM on 12 Apr was 
identified by an expert California birder (Don Roberson fide JGu) 
and seen again 15 Apr (RCR fide JGu). There are 3 Colorado 
records on the ne plains, including 2 in the period 31 Mar-19 Apr 
(Andrews and Righter 1992, Colorado Birds). 

Glaucous Gull: The only report was of a silvery-grey immature at LM 
on 5 Mar and 22 Apr (WRS). This bird was especially carefully 
identified on the latter date, as the observer was aware of the 
reported presence of a same-age Glaucous-winged Gull. The 
immature Glaucous Gull appeared to be the same bird that had 
wintered (WRS). 

Caspian Tern: The only report from w NE was of 1 at NPNWR on 28 May 
(LMa). Elsewhere, earliest was a single at Branched Oak Res on 27 
Apr (SJD), while best count and latest were 9 there on 27 May 
(JGu). 

Common Tern: This uncommon and sometimes hard-to-identify species 
was found at 2 locations only: an early bird in Cass Co. on 27 

Apr (GWo,KDG), and 2 adults at LM 16-18 May (SJD,LMa). 

Forcter's Tern: Earliest was rather early at Wildwood WMA on 9 Apr 
(JoJ) , well ahead of the next, a single at CLNWR on 21 Apr (MFr) . 
Best count was 132 at LM on 18 May (SJD) . Latest in e NE was 1 in 
Lancaster Co. on 12 May (LEi), while in c NE 2 were in Hall 
County 14 May (LRa,RHa). 

Least Tern: Earliest was a migrant at Cunningham L on 8 May (JoJ) , 
an early date. Other reports were from probable breeding 
locations; 2 were on the Platte R near Schramm SRA on 15 May 
(BP,LP) , 2-4 were at Two Rivers SRA/WMA on 17-20 May (BP,LP,LMa) , 
and 1 was on the Platte R in n Saunders Co. on 21 May (THo). 

Black Tern: Earliest were 3 at Funk Lagoon WPA on 6 May (LRa,RHa) . 

In w NE, first was 1 at NPNWR 11 May (LMa). Best count was 1300 
at Sutherland Res on 17 May (SJD). Latest in e NE were 30 at 
Stagecoach L on 21 May (LEi) , while in c NE 7 were in nw Kearney 
County on 29 May (LRa,RHa). 

White-winged Dove: Another 1st NE record, pending Records Committee 
approval, was provided by a single bird of this species which 
visited the Larry Malone feeder in Scottsbluff 15-21 Apr and was 
photographed (LMa,AKe); possibly the same bird was seen a few 
miles w on 1 May (fide AKe) . There are about 10 Colorado records, 
most on the ne plains; these records are in the period 29 Mar-23 
Nov (Andrews and Righter, op. cit.). There was a possible 
sighting 3 Jul 1988 near Cozad (Kaufman 1988, NBR 56:54). 

Mourning Dove: Arrivals in areas where wintering rarely occurs were 
in s Sioux Co. on 20 Mar (HKH) and at James Ranch on 23 Mar 
(SLe). None appeared in Dixon Co. until 18 Apr (JJo). 

Black-billed Cuckoo: Earliest were singles at Neale Woods 10 and 12 
May (JoJ), rather early dates. The only other reports were of 
singles at FF 27 May (WRS) and near West Point 28 May (LEi). 
Numbers of this species are rather low. 
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Yellow-billed Cuckoo: There were only 3 reports, all from the lower 
Missouri R valley: First was a single in a Bellevue yard 10 May, 
a rather early date (BP,LP), followed by 1 at Schramm SRA on 15 
May (JMo) and another at Hummel Park on 24 May (NR,IR). 

Barn owl: This species is rare in e NE, and so 1 at the Dale 
Pearson farm in nw Wayne Co. 18 May was unexpected (JJo). At a 
known nesting location, CLNWR, 2-3 were noted 12 Apr (LMa), a 
rather early date, and 10 May (MFr). 

Eastern Screech-Owl: A count of 6 was made at NPNWR 9 May (LKo). 

Burrowing Owl: Earliest were 1 at CLNWR on 5 Apr (MFr) and another 
in s Sioux Co. 8 Apr (HKH). The e edge of the regular breeding 
range is probably the e edge of the Rainwater Basin; 2 were at a 
prairie dog town s of Geneva on 27 Apr (SJD). 

Barred Owl: None were reported n of Schramm SRA (JMo) or w of 
Burchard Lake WMA (WRS,BP,LP). 

Long-eared Owl: The only report was of 2 flushed from conifers at 
Sacramento-Wilcox WMA on 25 Mar (LRa,RHa). 

Short-eared Owl: Although some winter, 6 at Cunningham L on 10 Mar 
(NR, IR) were likely migrants, as were 1-2 at the Hike-Bike Trail 
in Kearney Co. on 15- 17 Mar (LRa,RHa,BP,LP). Latest were 2 at 
Hansen Lagoon WPA on 24 Apr (SJD). Grassy areas at Rainwater 
Basin marshes and lagoons provide excellent habitat for migrants, 
easily viewed at dusk. 

Northern Saw-whet Owl: None were reported. 

Common Nighthawk: Extremely early, but not unprecedented, was 1 at 
CLNWR on 18 Apr (MFr) ; next in w NE was there 17 May (LMa) . In e 
NE first was in Omaha on 11 May (NR,IR). No large concentrations 
were noted. 

Common Poorwill: Rather early was 1 near Ash Hollow SHP on 5 May 
(JoJ); 6 were there 17 May (SJD). First in w NE was s Gering on 
15 May (AKe). There were no other reports. 

Chuck-will 1 s-widow: Reports came from the northernmost and 

westernmost outposts of the range; 1-2 were se Blair 13-14 May 
(JoJ), and 1 was in n Saunders Co. w of Morse Bluff 19-21 May 
(THo,JoJ). Nesting has been known in this area since 1983. 

Whip-poor-will: Earliest was 1 at Schramm SRA on 11 May (JMo). It 
seems that this species is most common in areas where the 
preceding occurs also, except for ne NE; 5 were se Blair 14 May 
(JoJ), and up to 14 were in n Saunders Co. 17-21 May 
(JoJ,THo,NR,IR). 

Chimney Swift: Earliest was in Seward on 14 Apr (JGu), while in w 
NE first were in s Sioux Co. on 20 Apr (HKH). 

White-throated Swift: First were 3 at Scotts Bluff NM on 3 May 
(LMa); 12 were there on 12 May (AKe). Other reports were of 1 s 
of Gering, presumably in the Wildcat Hills, on 29 May (AKe) and 
another at Sowbelly Canyon on 29 May (NR,IR). This species has 
been scarce in Sowbelly Canyon in recent years. 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: Earliest was a male in a Bellevue yard 
9 May (BP,LP); a nest was located in Schramm SRA on 22 May (JGu). 
None were reported w of the Missouri R valley and Schramm SRA. 

Belted Kingfisher: First arrivals at areas where overwintering is 
rare included birds at James Ranch on 27 Apr (SLe) and at CLNWR 
on 3 May (MFr). 

Lewis' Woodpecker: The only report was of 2-3 in cottonwoods on the 
grounds of Fort Robinson SP 27-28 May (NR,IR,JoJ). 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Apart from 2 which wintered at Wyuka 
Cemetery (LEi), a rather rare occurrence away from the lower 
Missouri R valley, earliest were in s Sioux Co. on 17 Apr (HKH) 
and in Dakota Co. on 30 Apr (BFH). 

Red-bellied Woodpecker: There were no westerly reports. 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: An uncommon migrant, mainly in the 
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Missouri R valley, 2 were seen at Arbor Day Farm 2-4 Mar; 1 
female had no red (LLF), an occasional characteristic of this 
species (Kaufman 1990, Advanced Birding). Another was rather 
westerly and rather late in Saline Co. on 27 Apr (SJD). 
Unexpected was a sighting in the Wildcat Hills of Banner Co. on; 
29 Apr (AKe); the observer did not note whether the possibility 
of Red-naped Sapsucker, probably equally likely at that location, 
was eliminated. Yellow-bellied Sapsucker is rare in w NE; it is 
considered accidental in nearby ne Colorado (Andrews and Righter, 
op. cit.) 

Northern Flicker: Earliest "Yellow-shafted" at James Ranch, where 
wintering is rare, was seen 6 Apr, the last on 13 May (SLe), 
suggesting migratory movement. First (ssp.) at CLNWR was 1 Apr 
(MFr). A flock of 25 "Yellow-shafted" presumed migrants was at 
Indian Cave SP 26 Mar (WRS). Last wintering "Red-shafted" were 
near Gibbon in mid-Apr (LRa,RHa). 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: There were only 2 reports, including 1 
without details at CLNWR 6 May (MFr); this is a rare migrant in 
w NE, and this is the earliest date ever. The other was more 
routine, 1 at FF 18 May (BP,LP). 

Western Wood-Pewee: Earliest was at CLNWR on 7 May (MFr), second 
earliest ever, and far ahead of the next, at Gering Cemetery on 
12 May (AKe) . Best count was 6 at NPNWR on 28 May (LMa) . Easterly 
was 1 in the Valentine City Park 30 May (NR,IR); in this area 
songs should be carefully evaluated due to the possibility of 
hybridization with the next species. 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: All reports were from, or close to, the 

Missouri R valley; first were in Cass Co. 8 May (GWo,KDG) and at 
Arbor Day Farm 12 May (LLF). 

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher: There were 3 reports: singles were 
well-described at FF on 24 May and at Schramm SRA 30 May (BP,LP), 
while a sighting without details was from Cass Co. 24 May 
(GWo,KDG). 

Acadian Flycatcher: None were reported; this species often may not 
arrive until June. 

Alder Flycatcher: A total of 9 were found, all in se NE as 

expected. Earliest (singing) was at Schramm SRA on 22 May (JMo), 
and last was another there 30 May (JMo). 

Willow Flycatcher: Earliest was rather early on 10 May at Wyuka 
Cemetery (LEi). Possibly summer residents were singing birds at 
Arbor Day Farm 24 and 30 May (LLF), 2 near West Point 28 May 
(LEi), 1 near Gibbon on 28 May (LRa,RHa) and 2 at 
Sacramento-Wilcox WMA on 29 May (LRa,RHa). A single w NE report 
was of 2 at NPNWR on 28 May (LMa). 

Least Flycatcher: Earliest for this statewide migrant, probably the 
most common Empid in NE, were singles at Arbor Day Farm 1 May 
(LLF) and at Neale Woods 2 May (JoJ). First in w NE was at CLNWR 
16 May (LMa). Best count was 10 at FF on 13 May (KCR) and 9 in 
Dixon Co. the same day (JJo) . Birds were still moving through 31 
May (LLF). 

Cor di Her an Flycatcher: The only report was of 1 at NPNWR on 11 May 
(LMa). Limited data indicate spring migration of this species in 
w NE occurs in the period 10-31 May. 

Eastern Phoebe: Earliest were in e NE, singles at Indian Cave SP 16 
(LLF) and 18 (JGu) Mar, about on schedule. In w NE however, first 
was at James Ranch on 11 May (SLe), a rather late arrival date, 
although first at CLNWR arrived 16 May (LMa). 

Say's Phoebe: Earliest was s of Gering 1 Apr (AKe), and, the only 
report e of the panhandle, 1 at Sacramento-Wilcox WMA the same 
day (LRa,RHa). Best count was 5 at CLNWR on 25 Apr (LMa). 

Great Crested Flycatcher: Earliest was at Neale Woods 2 May (JoJ), 
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with best count only 6 in n Saunders Co. on 21 May (THo). None 
appeared in w NE until 29 May, when 1 was in Sowbelly Canyon 
(NR,IR)* 

Cassin's Kingbird: The only reports were of 2-5 s of 1-80 exit 1 in 
Kimball Co. 26-27 May {JoJ,GeJ,BP,LP), 2 at Crawford on 28 May 
(joJ,GeJ), and 1 n of Sowbelly Canyon 29 May (NR,IR). These are 
no t particularly early dates. 

Western Kingbird: Earliest was in w NE at CLNWR 25 Apr (LMa,MFr), 
while in c NE first was in Clay Co. 2 May (SJD), with birds 
reaching Dixon Co. 13 May (JJo) . Best count was 49 in Morrill and 
Box Butte Cos. 12 May (LMa). 

Eastern Kingbird: Earliest was in e NE near Blair on 4 May (JoJ), 
while first in w NE was in s Sioux Co. on 7 May (HKH) . Best count 
was 22 in Dixon Co. on 13 May (JJo). 

Horned Lark: Best count was 62 at CLNWR on 12 Apr, presumably 
breeders (LMa). 

purple Martin: None were reported w of Buffalo County (LRa,RHa). 
Earliest were at Zorinsky L on 6 Apr (JoJ) and in Cass Co. 8 Apr 
(GWo,KDG). Best count was 22 in Sarpy Co. on 13 May (NR,IR). 

Tree Swallow: Earliest were 3 at Summit Res SRA on 25 Mar (JoJ) , a 
rather early date, and in Seward Co. 1 Apr (LEi). First in w NE, 
where the species has become rather common in some areas, were 5 
at CLNWR on 7 Apr (MFr). Best count was "several hundred" at 
Harlan County Res on 9 Apr (LRa,RHa) . None were reported after 10 
May. 

Violet-green Swallow: The only reports were of up to 4 in Sowbelly 
Canyon 28-29 May (NR,IR,JoJ,GeJ). 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Earliest were in w NE, 2 at 

Scottsbluff on 2 Apr (LMa), while in e NE 2 were at FF on 8 Apr 
(BP, LP) . Best counts were 135 in Dixon Co. on 13 May (JJo) and 90 
at NPNWR on 28 May (LMa). 

Bank Swallow: Earliest were in Cass Co. on 18 Apr (GWo,KDG), and, 
in w NE, several pairs at University L on 25 Apr (HKH). Best 
counts were 100 in Sarpy Co. on 1 May (KCR) and 44 at CLNWR on 9 
May (LMa). 

Cliff Swallow: Earliest were singles at Funk Lagoon WPA on 15 Apr 
(LRa,RHa), at Cunningham L on 18 Apr (JoJ), and, in w NE, at 
NPNWR on 29 Apr (AKe). Best count was 740 at LM on 19 May (LMa) . 

Barn Swallow: Earliest were 3 in n Saunders Co. on 15 Apr (THo) , 3 
at Funk Lagoon WPA the same day (LRa,RHa) , and 2 in Scotts Bluff 
Co. on 20 Apr (LMa). Best counts were 190 at CLNWR on 17 May 
(LMa) and "hundreds", both in S Sioux Co. on 1 May (HKH) and at 
Funk Lagoon WPA on 29 Apr (LRa,RHa). 

Blue Jay: The first noted at James Ranch was at the feeders 11 May 
(SLe), although 2 were at CLNWR on 5 Apr (MFr). Are these birds 
resident in these w NE areas where populations are still low, or 
are summering birds absent in winter? 

Pinyon Jay: The feeder birds at James Ranch were last seen 21 May 
(SLe). The only other reports were of 16 in Monroe Canyon on 28 
May (JoJ,GeJ) and 1 in Smiley Canyon 28 May (NR,IR). 

Black-billed Magpie: Rather easterly reports included 1 at Branched 
Oak Res 18 Mar (LEi), where individuals have appeared during 
winter in recent years, 5 in Dixon Co. on 13 May (JJo), and 2 
near Norfolk on 30 May (LLF); the latter 2 reports in May mark 
the extreme e edge of the breeding range, as do reports of up to 
4 along the Republican R in Franklin County in Apr and on 7 May 
(LRa,RHa). 

American Crow: Best count was a moderate 60 in the Rainwater Basin 
17 Mar (LMa). 

Carolina Chickadee: An intriguing and carefully-considered report 
of a bird singing the supposedly diagnostic 4-part song was heard 
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and seen at Arbor Day Farm 24 Mar, although plumage characters 
could not be seen well (LLF). There have been reports in the past 
from FF (Bray et al., 1986, Birds of Nebraska), but this species 
is not as yet accepted on the NE list; the nearest populations 
are in se Kansas, but are generally considered to be sedentary. 

Tufted Titmouse: A single at Wilderness Park on 21 May was the 
first the observer had seen in the area (LEi). Lancaster Co. 
marks the w extent of regular breeding, although numbers are 
apparently very low there. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Very scarce in e NE this winter, the only 
report was of the last bird at Seward on 29 Apr (JGu). Other 
reports were from w NE locations where the species is resident, 
including a good count of 14 in Carter Canyon on 7 May (LMa) ; one 
carrying nesting material was noted in the Wildcat Hills (LMa). 

Pygmy Nuthatch: Reports indicated the probable se extent of the 
breeding range: 1 was at Carter Canyon 7 May (LMa) , and 3-4 were 
at Chadron SP 1 May (JMo) and 28 May (NR, IR) . There no confirmed 
breeding records away from Sioux Co., however. 

Brown Creeper: Latest apparent winter visitor in e NE was 1 in 
Dixon Co. on 18 Apr (JJo). Sightings in May strongly suggest 
nesting; a male was feeding a female at FF 10 May (BP,LP), a 
regular breeding location, while a singing bird at Schramm SRA 18 
May in riverside woods (JMo), habitat like that used at FF, is 
suggestive. Intriguing also was a report from Cass Co., but 
without details, of 1 on 18 May (GWo,KDG). Breeding may also 
occur on the Pine Ridge, where 2 were at Chadron SP as late as 28 
May (NR,IR). 

Rock Wren: Earliest were in s Sioux Co. 27 Apr (HKH) and 1 at 
Kingsley Dam on 29 Apr (JMo) , the latter towards the edge of the 
regular range. 

Carolina Wren: Westerly reports included 1 singing in Geneva 14 Apr 
(SJD), another, the only local sighting of the season, at 
Wilderness Park on 22 Apr (LEi), and 1 in n Saunders Co. on 19 
May (NR,IR). Nesting was successful in Sarpy and Cass Cos., where 
fledged broods of up to 5 were being fed by adults 11 and 17 May 
(JoJ,JGu,BP,LP,SJD). 

Bewick's Wren: No more than a casual spring migrant in se NE, 1 was 
seen at Geneva 15 Apr (SJD). Unfortunately it did not remain 
there. 

House Wren: Earliest were in e NE, with 1 at FF on 15 Apr (KCR) . In 
w NE first was much later, with singles in S Sioux Co. (HKH) and 
at NPNWR (LMa) on 5 May. Best counts were 21 in Dixon Co. on 13 
May (JJo) and 16 at CLNWR on 17 May (LMa). 

Winter Wren: Two reports from FF were of single birds in the period 
24 Mar (KCR) through 8 Apr (KCR,BP,LP), and 1 was at Indian Cave 
SP 26 Mar (WRS). All may have been winter visitors. 

Sedge Wren: None were found w of Buffalo Co., where up to 4 were 
heard at one location near Gibbon 10-29 May (LRa,RHa) , the latter 
the latest date. Earliest were 2 at Summit Lake SRA on 30 Apr 
(JoJ) and 1 at Holmes L the same day (LEi). Best count was an 
excellent 15 at Arbor Lake WMA on 7 May (LEi) . Most spring birds 
appear to be migrants; most nesting may not occur until late 
summer and may involve so-far-unsuccessful nesters returning 
southward. 

Marsh Wren: Earliest was extremely early at CLNWR on 1 Apr (MFr), 
about the 3rd earliest ever; such birds may have wintered in the 
North Platte R valley nearby. Next in w NE were 7 at the same 
place 25 Apr (LMa) . These birds may be a different species, or at 
least sing a different song from those in e NE; a "western" song 
was heard at Lewellen 30 Apr (JMo). The dividing line is in the 
O'Neill area in ne NE (Kroodsma 1988, NBR 56:40). In e NE 
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earliest was 1 at Mallard Haven WPA on 20 Apr (SJD) and latest 
wer e singles at Arbor Lake WMA 11 May (LEi) and in Dixon Co. 12 
Ma y (JJo). Nesting is irregular in se NE. 

Gold en " crowned R i n 9 let: Few were reported. Last in e NE was in 
Omaha 12 Apr (NR,IR), while in w NE last was at CLNWR on 24 Apr 

(MFr). ... 

Rut> y_ crowned Kinglet: Migrants were recorded in e NE in the period 
30 Mar at FF (BP,LP) through 28 May at Gibbon (LRa,RHa), the 
latter a rather late date. Best count was 12 in n Saunders Co. on 
22 Apr (THo) . In w NE the 2 birds reported were at CLNWR on 6 May 
(MFr) and in Scottsbluff on 27 May (AKe) , the latter rather late. 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Numbers decline rapidly n and w of Douglas 
Co., thus of interest were 1 at Camp Merrill in n Saunders Co. 11 
May (NR, IR) , another in sw Saline Co. on 2 May (SJD), and 2, the 
only local sighting for the season, at Wilderness Park on 21 May 
(LEi). Earliest was record early in Cass Co. on 8 Apr (GWo,KDG), 
followed distantly by 3 at FF on 2 May (BP,LP). Prior earliest 
arrival date was 12 Apr. A good count was 5 in Hummel Park on 8 
May (JoJ). 

Eastern Bluebird: There were several w NE reports at the edge of 
the range; 2 were at the James Ranch feeder 11 Mar through 31 May 
(SLe) , a very early arrival in the panhandle, where wintering is 
rare. Spring migrants arrived in w NE on 29 Apr, when 5 were at 
CLNWR (MFr) ; a pair was at Chadron SP on 1 May (JMo) , and 2 males 
arrived in s Sioux Co. on 8 May and a pair was there 25 May 
(HKH). In Dundy Co. 4 arrived 30 Apr (LMa). Earliest spring 
migrants in e NE were 2 at Arbor Day Farm on 14 Mar (LLF). 

Mountain Bluebird: The first returning migrants were 20 which 
appeared s of Gering on 2 Mar; 40 were there 20 Mar (AKe). At 
least 1 pair was at nest boxes at James Ranch by 10 Mar (SLe). A 
tardy spring migrant was at CLNWR 25 Apr (MFr). None were 
reported e of the panhandle. 

Townsend's Solitaire: Rather easterly for the date were 2 at NNF in 
Thomas Co. on 4 May (LLF). Summering is rare in NE, and so 3 
somewhat late in West Hat Creek Canyon 20 May (SJD) were of 
interest. 

Veery: Most migrant Veeries in NE are likely of the western darker 
race salicicolus , which breeds e to Minnesota (American 
Ornithologists' Union 1957, Checklist of North American Birds, 
5th Edition); these birds can be easily overlooked as 
Gray-cheeked or even Swainson's Thrushes, whereas the rusty- 
orange eastern fuscescens is rare but easier to identify. Two 
birds of the w race were at FF 14 May, identified by call notes 
as Veeries (WRS). Other reports without subspecies information 
were from Arbor Day Farm 2 May (LLF) , Neale Woods on 9 May (JoJ) , 
Cass Co. on 11 May (GWo,KDG), and FF the same day (BP,LP). None 
were reported further w. 

Gray-cheeked Thrush: This species appeared in good numbers relative 
to recent years, with a total of about 24 reported, none w of 
Saunders Co. (THo). Earliest was at Schramm SRA on 6 May (JMo), 
no more than 2 were reported any one day, and latest was in n 
Saunders Co. on 18 May (NR,IR). 

Swainson's Thrush: A very good year for this statewide migrant 
also, with best counts 20 at FF on 11 May (BP,LP) and in w NE 15 
at CLNWR on 7 May (LMa). Earliest was in Hormel Park on 2 May 
(LEi) and latest were in s Sioux Co. on 31 May (HKH) and 1 at 
Wyuka Cemetery 29 May (LEi). 

Hermit Thrush: This uncommon migrant (and occasional winter 

visitor) was noted in the Missouri R valley 11 Apr at Arbor Day 
Farm (LLF) through 2 May at Dodge Park (JoJ), with only about 4 
birds in total. Migrants are rare in w NE, and are probably of 
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the Rocky Mountains race auduboni ; a report without details was 
of at least 1 in s Sioux Co. 7-10 May (HKH). 

Wood Thrush: This species was noted by more observers this spring 
than in recent years; most northwesterly were 1 in n Saunders Co. 
19 May (NR,IR) and another in Saline Co. 9 May (SJD). Earliest 
were singles at Dodge Park and Neale Woods on 2 May (JoJ) and 
best counts 4 at both FF on 20 May (LMa) and DeSoto Bend NWR 16 
May (JoJ). 

American Robin: Earliest in w NE was in Scotts Bluff Co. 5 Mar 
(LMa), probably wintering, while migrants were at James Ranch 23 
Mar (SLe) and CLNWR 1 Apr (MFr) . Best count was 150 in Dixon Co. 
on 9 Apr (JJo). 

Varied Thrush: No report was received ragarding the departure date 
for the wintering bird in Omaha, which was present at least until 
31 Mar (see Winter Report). 

Gray Catbird: Very early were 2 at CLNWR on 6 Apr (MFr) ; these may 
have wintered n of their regular winter range. Earliest in e NE 
were 2 near Platte River SP on 4 May (JMo), and in w NE 12 were 
in s Sioux Co. on 7 May (HKH). 

Northern Mockingbird: Most leave in winter and return during April 
and May. Earliest were 1 at Geneva 19 Apr (SJD) and, in w NE, l 
in s Sioux Co. on 14 May (LMa). These birds pop up statewide, 
but seem to be most often found in se and the w half of NE. 

Brown Thrasher: One in an Omaha yard 8 Mar probably wintered, as l 
was in the same yard until Dec (NR, IR) . Migrants appeared 11 Apr 
at Arbor Day Farm (LLF), rather early, and at Chet Ager Nature 
Center (LEi) and n Saunders Co. (THo) on 22 Apr. In w NE, first 
were in Sioux Co. on 1 May (HKH) and in Scotts Bluff Co. the same 
day (LMa) . Best count was 33 in Dixon Co. on 13 May (JJo) . 

American Pipit: Earliest was in Cass Co. 29 Mar (GWo,KDG) , followed 
by 2 nw of Wakefield on 9 Apr (JJo). Best count was 35 at Clear 
Creek WMA on 6 May (JoJ). Last was a rather late bird at LM 17 
May (SJD). 

Sprague's Pipit: Observers are figuring out how to find these 
birds, as several were reported this spring, all in the period 
15-30 Apr. All but 1 were in ec NE: 1 was at a sod farm in 
Lancaster Co. 15 Apr (JMo), possibly the same location another 
was seen 30 Apr, at South 1st and Denton in Lincoln (LEi), and 2 
were in a prairie dog town 3 mi s of Geneva on 27 Apr (SJD) . The 
other sighting was of 1 in an alfalfa field at Clear Creek WMA on 
22 Apr (WRS). 

Cedar Waxwing: Best counts were 47 in n Saunders Co. on 29 Apr 
(THo) and 20 as late as 26 May in Mitchell (LSc) . Latest were in 
Cass Co. through 31 May (GWo,KDG) and 6 were at West Point on 28 
May (LEi). Most egg dates are in late June and early July for 
this species. 

Northern Shrike: Surprisingly, the only reports were from c and e 
NE; 1 was rather far se at Cunningham L on 10 Mar (NR,IR) , while 
singles were in Kearney County on 18 Mar (LRa,RHa) and Phelps 
County on 19 Mar (LRa,RHa). 

Loggerhead Shrike: Earliest in e NE were in Kearney Co. on 17 Mar 
(LMa), and 2 near Seward the same day (JGu), while in w NE first 
was in s Sioux Co. on 3 Apr (HKH) . By 12 May, 14 were counted in 
Cheyenne and Morrill Cos. (LMa). 

Bell's Vireo: The only reports were from e and c NE, and were 
rather late in arriving: the first were "some" in Merrick County 
19 May (LRa,RHa) , 1 was in Washington Co. 21 May (BP,LP), 2 were 
in n Lancaster Co. the same day (LEi) , and singles were near West 
Point 27-28 May (LEi). 

Solitary Vireo: Migrants, presumably of the eastern race 

solitarius , are most common in e NE, and indeed all reports were 
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from or very near the Missouri R valley. Earliest was in Sarpy 
Co. on 30 Apr (KCR) , best count was 6 at FF on 11 May (BP,LP), 
an d last was 1 in Washington Co. on 21 May (BP,LP). Summering 
birds of the Rocky Mountain race plumbeus, possibly a different 
species, were in Monroe and Sowbelly Canyons 28-29 May 
(joJ,GeJ,NR,IR). Of interest was 1 at Chadron SP 28 May (NR,IR) 
without details provided on its race; if plumbeus, it was a 
little e of the usual range, normally w Pine Ridge canyons, and 
if solitarius , a rare westerly record. 

yellow-throated Vireo: All were in the Missouri R valley, where the 
species is a summer resident; earliest was in Cass Co. 7 May 
(GWo,KDG) and best count was 5 at FF on 13 May (BP,LP). 

Warbling Vireo: Earliest were 3 in Sarpy Co. on 30 Apr (KCR) and 
another at Pawnee SRA the same day (WRS). In w NE earliest were 
3 in s Sioux Co. on 4 May (HKH) . Best count was 15 in the Fremont 
area on 20 May (LMa). 

Philadelphia Vireo: This uncommon Missouri R valley migrant made a 
good showing with 5 birds seen. Earliest was at Neale Woods on 13 
May (JoJ) and latest at Schramm SRA on 30 May (JMo). Others were 
at Schramm SRA on 17 May (SJD,BP,LP), Fremont on 20 May (LMa), 
and Wilderness Park on 21 May (LEi). 

Red-eyed Vireo: Earliest, surprisingly, was in s Sioux Co. on 5 May 
(HKH) ; next in w NE was in Scottsbluff on 26 May (AKe) . Elsewhere 
first was 1 at Schramm SRA on 11 May (JMo) , and best count was 8 
at Arbor Day Farm on 21 May (LLF). 

Blue-winged Warbler: A good season yielded about 6 individuals, 
possibly the best on record for one season. First was a male at 
Indian Cave SP on 5 May (TK1), followed by 1 at Neale Woods on 8 
May (JoJ), 1 at Dodge Park on 10 May (JoJ), 1 on North Stream 
Trail at FF 12-17 May (BP,LP,SJD), 1 at Neale Woods on 17 May 
(JoJ) , and another in Child's Hollow at FF on 24 May (BP,LP) . 

Golden-winged Warbler: This species has become relatively numerous 
the past few years, including the banner year of 1993, when about 
15 were reported. This year a minimum of 12 were reported, all in 
or near the Missouri R valley, n to Dodge Co., where 1 was at 
Hormel Park 16 May (JGu). First was at Neale Woods on 8 May 
(JoJ), where 1-2 were present through 19 May (JoJ); best count 
was 3 at FF on 13 May, where it was recorded 9-15 May (BP,LP); 
1-2 were at Dodge Park 10-15 May (JoJ); 1-2 were at Schramm SRA 
10-17 May (BP,LP, JMo) ; and singles were at Two Rivers SRA/WMA on 
12 May (JGu) and Wilderness Park 13 May (fide NR) , the latter the 
most westerly. 

Tennessee Warbler: This species occurs statewide, but most occur in 
e NE, where it appeared first on 7 May at Wagontrain L (LEi), 
best count was 13 at FF on 13 May (BP,LP) and last was at FF 29 
May (BP,LP). Until this year, there were only about 25 spring 
records in the panhandle, where it is rare, but 1 was at 
Scottsbluff 24 May (AKe), 3 were at Chadron SP 28 May (NR,IR), 
and 3 were at NPNWR the same day (LMa). Also, in Cherry Co., 2 
were at Seneca on 26 May (NR, IR) and another in Valentine 30 May 
(NR,IR). 

Orange-crowned Warbler: A true statewide migrant, first were at 
Arbor Day Farm 25 Apr (LLF) and, in w NE, at Ponderosa WMA (LMa) 
and s Sioux Co. (HKH) on 29 Apr. Best counts were 30 at LM on 6 
May (JoJ), 20 at FF on 11 May (BP,LP), and 20 at Arbor Day Farm 
on 9 May (LLF). Last were in Omaha on 22 May (NR,IR) and 2 at 
NPNWR on 28 May (LMa). 

Nashville Warbler: All reports were from e NE, where first was at 
Rulo Bluffs on 6 May (NR,IR), best count was 14 at FF on 13 May 
(BP,LP) , and last were 3 at FF on 21 May (LMa,KCR) and 1 the same 
oay in Washington Co. (BP,LP). 
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Virginia's Warbler: If approved by the Records Committee, yet 
another 1st (confirmed) state record was set by 1, 
well-described, in a yard at Morrill 22 May (ECT). The observer 
has lived in Colorado where the species was fairly common. There 
are 2 prior reports, one involving sightings of possibly more 
than 1 bird 26-29 Apr 1964 at North Platte (NBR 32:67), and the 
other an old, undated report. 

Northern Parula: Unexpected were 2 at CLNWR 15 May (MFr); this is 
only about the 10th panhandle record. Other reports were from the 
Missouri R valley, where earliest were territorial birds at FF 17 
Apr (BP,LP) and best count was 8 at FF on 13 May (BP,LP). It is 
an uncommon summer resident at least at FF; 1 was singing at 
Schramm SRA on 30 May (BP,LP) and another was at Hummel Park 24 
May (NR,IR). 

yellow Warbler: This statewide summer resident arrived first at 
Arbor Day Farm on 26 Apr (LLF) and in s Sioux Co 29 Apr (HKH) . An 
indication of its abundance was a count of 85 at NPNWR on 28 May 
(LMa). Best count in e NE was 32 at FF on 13 May (BP,LP). 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: This e NE migrant appeared first in 

Lincoln, also the most westerly location, on 8 May (LEi), best 
count was 4 at FF on 24 May (BP,LP), also the latest, along with 
singles the same day at Hummel Park (NR, IR) and Dodge Park (JoJ) . 

Magnolia Warbler: Relatively good numbers passed through the 

Missouri R valley, led by singles at Dodge Park (JoJ) and Schramm 
SRA (JGu) on 8 May. Best count was 3 at FF on 21 May (LMa), and 
latest was 1 at DeSoto Bend NWR on 25 May (JoJ). Most westerly 
was 1 in n Saunders Co. on 18 May (NR,IR). 

Cape May Warbler: Only a casual migrant, this was a good year, with 
2-3 birds reported. Singles were at FF 10 and 12 May (BP,LP) , and 
at least 1 was seen by many 19-21 May at the NOU Spring Meeting 
in n Saunders Co. (NR,IR). These are only the 6th and 7th spring 
reports since 1982. 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: About the 6th record since 1983, a 
male of this casual migrant appeared at FF 29 May (SKo,JKo fide 
BP,LP). 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: Earliest were 7 in Kearney County on 16 Apr 
(LRa,RHa) and 20 in s Sioux Co. the same day (HKH). Best counts 
were in w NE, with 260 at NPNWR on 3 May (LMa) and 100 there on 
29 Apr (AKe). In e NE, best count was 75 at Willow Creek SRA on 
29 Apr (JJo). Latest in e NE were 3 in Washington Co. on 21 May 
(BP,LP) and 3 in Sarpy Co. the same day (KCR). In w NE, latest 
were 12 at NPNWR on 28 May (LMa) . First auduboni , the w race, was 
at James Ranch, where it is a summer resident, on 25 May (SLe); 
5, together with 1 coronata, the e race, were at Oliver Res on 26 
May (BP,LP). 

Black-throated Green Warbler: Some 10-12 were found, an average 
year, all in the Missouri R valley. First were singles at Neale 
Woods (JoJ) and Schramm SRA (JMo) on 8 May, and latest were 2 at 
Schramm SRA on 19 May (JMo,JGu). 

Blackburnian Warbler: This was a good year, the 7 seen by BP and LP 
their "most ever for a spring season." A total of 25-30 were 
found; earliest at DeSoto Bend NWR on 8 May (JoJ), best count 4 
at Neale Woods on 12 May (JoJ), and latest se of Blair on 23 May 
(JoJ) . It occurs rarely in the panhandle, and so 1 at Mitchell on 
24 May (LSc) was 1 of fewer than 15 such records in spring. 

Yellow-throated Warbler: The small population of breeding birds at 
FF returned on 17 Apr, rather early; 3 were there 13 May (BP,LP) . 
Unusual away from FF, 1 was at Neale Woods on 14-17 May (JoJ). 

Palm Warbler: This uncommon migrant was recorded 8 times, all in 
the Missouri R valley, except for 1 at Pintail WMA on 5 May 
(JoJ); it is rare away from e NE. Earliest were 2 at FF on 2 May 
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(BP,LP), and latest was 1 at Schramm SRA on 15 May (BP,LP). 

Bay-breasted Warbler: Rarer in spring than in fall, this species is 
currently only a casual spring migrant, although several have 
been found in recent springs. This year 2-3 were found: singles 
were at Neale Woods 10-11 May (JoJ, fide NR), and another was on 
the UNL campus 25 May (fide NR). 

Blackpoll Warbler: More common in spring than fall, this was a good 
year. This species is a statewide migrant, with about 11 reported 
from w NE; earliest there was at NPNWR on 5 May (LMa) , and latest 
2 at Sowbelly Canyon (JoJ), l at Chadron SP (NR,IR), and 3 at 
NPNWR (LMa), all on 28 May. In e NE, earliest were singles at 
Wyuka Cemetery (LEi) and at Schramm SRA (JMo) on 6 May, best 
count was 9 at FF on 13 May (BP,LP) , and latest was in n Saunders 
Co. on 21 May (THo). 

Cerulean Warbler: Apart from the single recorded at FF 11-17 May 
(BP,LP,NR,IR) , where it has summered in recent years, more 
unusual were singles in Dixon Co. on 24 May (JJo) and at Fort 
Atkinson SHP on 10 May (JoJ). The first in the area for 20 years 
was somewhat westerly for this species in n Saunders Co. on 27 
May (THo). 

Black-and-white Warbler: This species occurs statewide, although 
best counts were in e NE, with an excellent 14 at Dodge Park on 
10 May (JoJ). Earliest was at Arbor Day Farm 26 Apr (LLF), and 
latest in e NE, where it may no longer breed, were in n Saunders 
Co. (THo) and Washington Co. (BP,LP) on 21 May. In w NE, 1 was at 
Clear Creek WMA on 6 May (JoJ), and another was at CLNWR on 10 
May (MFr). Singles at Monroe Canyon 27 May (NR,IR) and at 
Sowbelly Canyon 29 May (NR,IR) were within the Pine Ridge 
breeding range. 

American Redstart: Earliest were 2 at Hummel Park on 8 May (JoJ) , 
and, in w NE, 3 were at CLNWR on 16 May (LMa) . Best count was in 
e NE, with 12 at FF on 13 May (BP,LP) . Away from the Missouri R 
valley, Pine Ridge, and Niobrara R valley, where the species 
breeds, latest were in Lancaster Co. 17 May (LEi) and in Scotts 
Bluff Co. 27 May (LMa). 

Prothonotary Warbler: The only reports were from FF, where it has 
summered in recent years, and where 1-2 were present from 10 May 
(BP,LP,KCR), and Schramm SRA, where 1 was recorded 30 May (JMo). 
There are no June or July records at the latter location. 

Worm-eating Warbler: Numbers have increased in n parts of its range 
in recent years, and this was a banner year, with 3-4 noted. One 
was at Hormel Park, a northerly location, 9 May (JGu), another 
was at Dodge Park 10-11 May (JoJ, fide NR) with another, or 
possibly the same bird there 24 May (JoJ), and 1 was at Schramm 
SRA 10-11 May (JGu,fide NR). 

Ovenbird: Earliest in e NE were singles at Schramm SRA (JGu) and 
Hormel Park (JGu) on 2 May, and best count was 8 at Neale Woods 
on 9 May (JoJ). Migrants arrived in w NE 15 May with 1 at CLNWR 
(MFr). This species breeds in the same areas as American 
Redstart, and so 1 in Lancaster Co. on 21 May was a migrant 
(LEi), as were singles 19 May at Hormel Park, Two Rivers SRA/WMA, 
and Schramm SRA, locations where breeding apparently does not 
occur (JGu). 

Northern Waterthrush: Most numerous in e NE, excellent counts 

included 21 at Dodge Park on 10 May (JoJ) and 10 at FF on 9 May 
(BP,LP). Earliest was 1 at Crystal Cove L on 29 Apr (BFH), and 
latest 1 at Dodge Park 19 May (JoJ). In w NE singles only were 
noted from 16 May at NPNWR (LMa) to 27 May in s Sioux Co. (HKH) . 

Louisiana Waterthrush: Only 1 appeared at FF, on 15 May (BP,LP). 
Unusual was the appearance of 3 birds along the Platte R in 
Cass/Sarpy Cos.; 2 were at Platte River SP 4-14 May (JMo,JoJ), 
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and 1 was at Schramm SRA 17 May (NR,IR). In recent years 
sightings have been of overshooting migrants. 

Kentucky Warbler: Apart from 1 se of Blair 11 May (JoJ), reports 
were from summering locations. Up to 3 were at Schramm SRA from 
8 May (JMo,JGu,SJD,BP,LP), 1 was at Hummel Park 23-24 May 
(JoJ,NR,IR), 1 was at Neale Woods 25 May (JoJ), and 1-2 were at 
FF 24-29 May (BP,LP,NR,IR). 

Mourning Warbler: Usually an uncommon migrant, this year an amazing 
25-30 were reported, all from the Missouri R valley except for l 
in n Saunders Co. on 19 May (NR, IR) and another at Fremont 20 May 
(LMa). Earliest was 1 at Dodge Park 9 May (JoJ), best count was 
3 at Neale Woods 18 May (JoJ), and latest was 1 at FF 29 May 
(JKo,SKo). 

MacGillivray's Warbler: An incredibly early report was of 1 at 
CLNWR on 25 Apr (MFr); the previous earliest for the state was 5 
May. Others were a male in West Hat Creek Canyon 20 May (SJD) and 

1 in Monroe Canyon 28 May (JoJ). 

Common Yellowthroat: Earliest was 1 in Saline Co. on 26 Apr (SJD) , 
and, in w NE, 1 at NPNWR on 6 May (LMa). Best count was 20 in 
Dixon Co. on 13 May (JJo). 

Hooded Warbler: Another southeastern species increasing in numbers 
in recent years, although still rare, a banner year found 1 on 
the UNL (East) campus for "a few days" prior to and including 
10-11 May (JGu,JMo), 1 singing at Schramm SRA 12-16 May (JMo, 
fide NR), and a male at Wilderness Park 13 May (LEi). Most 
unexpected, but not unprecedented, was 1 in s Sioux Co. 7-9 May 
(HKH), about the 7th panhandle record. 

Wilson's Warbler: A statewide migrant, most were reported from e 
NE, however. Earliest were 2 at Neale Woods (JoJ), 2 at FF 
(BP,LP) , and 1 at Arbor Day Farm (LLF) , all on 9 May. Best count 
was 5 at FF on 13 May (BP,LP), and latest in e NE was 1 at 
Fremont 21 May (LMa). In w NE, 1 was at NPNWR 11 May (LMa), and 
last was 1 in Monroe Canyon 27 May (JoJ). 

Canada Warbler: This species is a rare migrant, more often seen in 
fall, and rather late. Only 5 were reported, first 1 at Dodge 
Park 10 May (JoJ), followed by 2 at FF on 15 May (KCR), and 
singles at Neale Woods and se of Blair on 23 May (JoJ). 

Yellow-breasted Chat: None were reported e of the panhandle, this 
species' stronghold in NE. Earliest was 1 at CLNWR on 17 May 
(LMa), and best count 4 at NPNWR on 28 May (LMa). 

Summer Tanager: The northernmost regular location is Schramm SRA; 
1-2 were there from 15 May (BP,LP,JMo,NR,IR). Unusual were 1 se 
of Blair on 9 May (JoJ), and another nw of 1-80 in Sarpy Co. on 
13 May (NR,IR). 

Scarlet Tanager: All reports were from e NE. Earliest was 1 at 
Schramm SRA 8 May (BP,LP), and best count was 4 there on 15 May 
(BP,LP). 

Western Tanager: All reports were from the panhandle. Earliest was 
at Gering 20 May (AKe) and best count at Harrison, with 5 on 27 
May (NR,IR). 

Northern Cardinal: The small population recently established at 
Scottsbluff continues, with 2-3 there during the period (AKe). 

Rose-breasted Grosbeak: All reports were from c and e NE except for 

2 seen in Scotts Bluff Co.on 27 May (AKe); this species is only 
a casual spring migrant in the panhandle. In e NE, earliest were 
singles at FF (NR,IR), sw Saline Co. (SJD), and Dodge Park (JoJ), 
all on 2 May, while best count was 12 at Two Rivers SRA/WMA on 20 
May (LMa). 

Black-headed Grosbeak: Reports were from Thomas and Harlan Cos. 
westward; 1 was at Seneca on 26 May (NR,IR), while of interest 
was a female with a male Rose-breasted at Harlan County Res on 13 
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May (LRa,RHa) . Earliest was e of Scottsbluff on 10 May (AKe) , and 
best count only 6, at CLNWR 13 May (MFr). 

Blue Grosbeak: Less numerous in e NE than in w NE ( 1 was in Cass 
Co. on 12 May (GWo,KDG), and another was in Dixon Co. the same 
day (JJo) with 2 there 29 May (JJo). First in w NE was a pair in 
s Sioux Co. on 16 May (HKH). 

Lazuli Bunting: Spring migrants often appear e of the breeding 
range, although nesting does occur e along the Niobrara R; 1 was 
at Seneca 26 May (NR,IR). Other reports were from the panhandle, 
where earliest was s of Gering on 8 May (AKe) , and best count was 
8 there on 12 May (AKe). 

Indigo Bunting: Arrival for both e NE and w NE was on 10 May; with 
singles in s Sioux Co (HKH), Wyuka Cemetery (LEi), Schramm SRA 
(JMo) , and Hummel Park (JoJ). A few are found regularly in the 
panhandle, where best count was 3 at Fort Robinson SP on 28 May 
(NR,IR)« Best count in e NE was 15 at Wilderness Park on 21 May 
(LEi). ... 

Dickcissel: All reports were from e NE; this species is uncommon in 
w NE and usually does not appear there until June or July. 
Earliest was 1 in n Lancaster Co. on 7 May (LEi) and best count 
19 in Sarpy Co. on 13 May (NR,IR). 

Green-tailed Towhee: The only reports of this rare w NE migrant 
were of 1 in s Sioux Co. 14-17 May (HKH) and another in Scotts 
Bluff Co. 26-27 May (LMa). 

Rufous-sided Towhee: Earliest migrants appeared in Dixon Co. 28 Apr 
(JJo) and in S Sioux Co. the same day, with 15 birds (HKH), best 
count also. At LM 100 "surrounded" the w end 6 May (JoJ). Five 
"spotted" birds were at Gibbon until 28 Apr, and "many" "eastern" 
birds appeared there 28 May (LRa,RHa). 

cassin's Sparrow: The only report was of a migrant "singing on the 
move" and out of breeding habitat w of Bushnell on 18 May (SJD). 
This is the earliest ever among few spring dates. It may have 
been heading for the Kilpatrick L area, the northernmost NE 
breeding location. 

American Tree Sparrow: Latest was 1 at CLNWR on 6 May (MFr) , rather 
late. Best count was 55 at NPNWR on 8 Mar (LMa). Most unusual 
location was 1 at Carhenge, Alliance Co. (JMo); a new birding 
hotspot? 

Chipping Sparrow: Earliest was 1 at Branched Oak Res on 9 Apr 

(LEi) , and, in w NE, 3 were s of Gering 15 Apr (AKe) . Best counts 
were 35 at Arbor Day Farm on 11 May (LLF) and 30 on 15 May s of 
Gering (AKe). 

Clay-colored Sparrow: This statewide migrant appeared first in 
Saline Co., where 3 were seen 27 Apr (SJD). Best count was 24 in 
Scotts Bluff Co. on 7 May (LMa) , and latest were 7 at NPNWR on 28 
May (LMa) and 1 singing near Gibbon 29 May (LRa,RHa). 

Brewer's sparrow: Rather early was 1 in s Sioux Co. on 22 Apr 
(HKH); the observer noted that this species nests at the Phil 
Hughson Ranch in c Sioux Co. Next were singles at CLNWR on 17 May 
(LMa) and e of Gering on 19 May (AKe) . The latter birds were not 
at known breeding locations. 

Field Sparrow: Earliest was 1 at FF on 30 Mar (BP,LP), and, in w 
NE, where this species is uncommon, the only reports were of 
singles at CLNWR 25 Apr and 9 May (LMa). Best count was 18 in 
Dixon Co. on 13 May (JJo). 

Vesper Sparrow: Earliest was at Cunningham L on 7 Apr (JoJ), and, 
in w NE, at CLNWR on 10 Apr (MFr). Best counts were 30 in Dixon 
Co. on 11 Apr (JJo) and 28 in Morrill Co. on 12 May (LMa). 

Lark Sparrow: Earliest by far was 1 at Sacramento-Wilcox WMA on 25 
Mar (LRa, RHa), followed by at least 1 in Cass Co. on 11 Apr 
(GWo,KDG) , and, in w NE, at CLNWR on 25 Apr (MFr) . Best count was 
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42 in Morrill Co. on 14 May (LMa) . This species is more numerous 
westwardly in NE. 

Lark Bunting: All reports were from w NE; earliest, and best count, 
were 300 "waiting in a draw for the weather to warm up" in s 
Sioux Co. on 3 May (HKH). 

Savannah Sparrow: Essentially a migrant in NE, earliest were 1 in 
York Co. on 1 Apr (LEi), and, in w NE, 2 at CLNWR on 12 Apr 
(LMa). Best count was only 12, at DeSoto Bend NWR on 30 Apr 
(NR,IR). Latest was 1 in n Lancaster Co. on 21 May (LEi). 

Baird's Sparrow: The only report of this very rare migrant, whose 
NE status is unclear to say the least, was 1 in Dodge Co. on 14 
May (DPa); it has been submitted to the Records Committee. 

Grasshopper Sparrow: Earliest were 5 at the Meat Animal Research 
Center on 2 May (SJD), and best count was only 12, in Sarpy Co. 
13 May (NR,IR). 

Le Conte's Sparrow: This uncommon migrant was reported only in e 
NE, as expected, from 1 May at Jack Sinn SWMA (JoJ) through 20 
May, with 2 in Dixon Co. (JJo). The latter date is the 3rd latest 
on record. 

Fox Sparrow: This very early migrant was first noted 18 Mar at 
Raymond Cemetery (LEi) and latest was in Kearney County 16 Apr 
(LRa,RHa). This species is uncommon in c NE, and so of interest 
was another at Massie Lagoon WPA on 19 Mar (JoJ). 

Song Sparrow: Migrants at locations where breeding is unlikely or 
unknown included singles at CLNWR 28-30 Apr (MFr) and 2 in Scotts 
Bluff Co. on 27 May (AKe) , a late date suggestive of nesting, and 
1 at Arbor Day Farm on 12 May (LLF). 

Lincoln's Sparrow: Very early was 1 near Kearney on 18 Mar 

(LRa,RHa); it may have wintered in the Platte valley. Next were 
1 at Hansen Lagoon WPA on 14 Apr (SJD) and another on 22 Apr in 
s Sioux Co. (HKH). Best count was only 8, in Dixon Co. on 13 May 
(JJo). Latest was 1 at Hummel Park on 24 May (NR,IR). 

Swamp Sparrow: All reports were from e NE. Earliest were 5 at FF on 
30 Mar (BP,LP), and latest was 1 at Arbor Lake WMA on 13 May 
(LEi). 

White-throated Sparrow: The only reports away from e and c NE were 
of 1-2 at CLNWR on 17 and 26 May (LMa,MFr). In e NE, latest was 
in a Bellevue yard 15 May (BP,LP) . Best count was 45 at Arbor Day 
Farm on 27 Apr (LLF), indicating peak migration; a few winter in 
se NE. 

White-crowned Sparrow: Latest in e NE were at Indian Cave SP (LLF) 
and in n Saunders Co. (THo) on 14 May, and, in w NE, 2 were at 
Fort Robinson SP on 28 May (NR,IR), rather late. Best count was 
24 in Scotts Bluff Co. on 1 May (LMa). 

Harris' Sparrow: Latest were 1 at Fort Robinson SP on 28 May (JoJ) 
and "some" in Kearney County 27 May (LRa,RHa) . Best count was 70 
at Gibbon on 7 May (LRa,RHa). 

Dark-eyed Junco: Best count was 75 in Otoe Co. on 31 Mar (LLF). 
Latest in e NE was at South Sioux City on 1 May (BFH), in c NE 1 
was at LM on 3 May (LLF) , and in w NE away from the breeding 
range, 3 were s of Gering on 2 May (AKe). Interesting data was 
supplied by Sandy Lemmon at James Ranch. Best count at the 
feeders there was 60 on 10 Apr, mostly "white-winged" and 
"slate-colored." The last "oregon" to depart was seen 30 Apr 
(SLe), while last to leave overall was a "slate-colored" on 21 
May, a rather late date for this race. 

McCown's Longspur: This species was "numerous" at the LeBarr Ranch 
along Highway 71 in Sioux Co. by 18 Apr (HKH) , and "dozens" were 
along Highway 29 on 30 Apr, including a flock of 50 at Agate 
(JMo). South of Kimball 6 were seen 26 May (BP,LP); there has 
been a sizeable breeding population 13 miles s and 8 w of Kimball 
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for at least the last 3 years (WRS). 

r,apl and Longspur: Best counts were enormous; 2000 in breeding 
plumage were the last in Dixon Co. on 11 Apr (JJo), while 1000 
w ere in Dixon Co. (JJo) and at DeSoto Bend NWR (JoJ) on 5 Mar. 
Latest were 2 at Ayr L on 24 Apr (SJD); there are only 3 later 
dates for NE, none documented. 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: This species was "numerous" at the 
LeBarr Ranch in Sioux Co. by 25 Mar (HKH), a rather early date 
for spring arrival. Most easterly were 2 near Walgren Lake SRA on 
30 May (NR,IR), a known breeding location. 

Bobolink: Earliest was at Jack Sinn SWMA on 5 May (JGu) . Best count 
was 13 in Dixon Co. on 10 May (JJo). Westerly reports included 
2-3 at CLNWR on 17 May (LMa,MFr) and 6 at Clear Creek WMA on 19 
May (LMa). 

Red-winged Blackbird: Best count was 5000 at Crystal Cove L on 11 
Apr (BFH). Migrants were first noted in Dixon Co. on 12 Mar 
(JJo), and 14 males appeared at James Ranch 2 Mar (SLe). 

Eastern Meadowlark: First detected where none wintered were at 
Standing Bear L on 15 Mar (NR,IR), in Kearney Co. on 17 Mar 
(LMa) , and as far w as CLNWR on 1 Apr (MFr) . At the n edge of the 
Sandhills 1 was in the Hay Valley near Cody on 30 May (NR,IR); 
away from the Sandhills northwesterly records are rare. 

yellow-headed Blackbird: Earliest were 2 at Funk Lagoon WPA on 11 
Mar (LRa,RHa), rather early, and,in w NE, first at CLNWR were 4 
there on 4 Apr (LMa). Best count was 2000 in one flock at Clear 
Creek WMA on 22 Apr (WRS), indicating peak migration. 

Rusty Blackbird: This species is rare westwardly in NE, and so the 
best count and latest sighting of 100 at Sinninger Lagoon WPA on 
16 Apr (SJD) was of interest. Earliest were 7 at Cunningham on 4 
Mar (NR,IR). 

Brewer's Blackbird: The only e NE report was of 20 in Dixon Co. on 
30 Mar (JJo); this species winters in small numbers in s and e 
NE. First in w NE was at CLNWR on 25 Apr (MFr) , and it was common 
in the panhandle by 30 Apr (JMo). 

Great-tailed Grackle: All reports were from its Rainwater Basin 
stronghold northeastward to DeSoto Bend NWR, where 1 was seen 15 
Apr (JoJ). Earliest were 9 nw of Funk Lagoon WPA on 19 Mar 
(LRa,RHa) and best count 12 at Funk Lagoon WPA on 6 May 
(LRa,RHa). 

Common Grackle: Earliest in w NE, where it winters only rarely, was 
at Scottsbluff 14 Mar (LMa). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Rare in winter, earliest were 2 in Lancaster 
Co. on 12 Mar (LEi), and, in w NE, first were at James Ranch on 

13 Apr (SLe). Best count was 94 in Dixon Co. on 13 May (JJo). 

Orchard Oriole: Earliest in w NE was in s Sioux Co. on 15 Apr 

(HKH) , in c NE 1 was at LM on 6 May (JoJ) , a day earlier then the 

first in e NE, in Cass Co. (GWo,KDG). 

Northern Oriole: Earliest in e NE were in Cass Co. on 27 Apr 

(GWo,KDG) , and, in w NE, at CLNWR on 18 May (LMa) . Best count was 
15 in Otoe Co. on 12 May (LLF). 

Purple Finch: the only reports were of 4 in Omaha on 9 Mar (NR,IR) 
and, last, in Cass Co. 23 Apr (GWo,KDG). 

House Finch: Of interest was a yellow-plumaged (rather than red) 
bird at James Ranch on 13 Mar (SLe); these birds occur 
occasionally and may be the first adult plumage for a few males 
(Bent 1968, Life Histories...) Best count was 50 at Wakefield on 
28 Mar (JJo). 

Pine siskin: Last in e NE were at Wyuka Cemetery on 17 May (LEi) 
and in Washington Co. on 16 May (NR,IR) . Possibly late migrants 
were 4 at Valentine 30 May (NR,IR) ; nesting is sporadic away from 
the Pine Ridge, but a nesting location at the UNK campus in 
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Kearney apparently persists, as birds were there through 17 May 
(LRa,RHa). 

American Goldfinch: Best counts were 100+ near Gibbon on 1 Apr 
(LRa,RHa) and 100 at Mitchell on 25 May (LSc) ; flocks occur later 
than other finches due to the late nesting of this species. 
Evening Grosbeak: The only report was of a pair at James Ranch on 
18 May (SLe) ; these were likely late migrants, although summering 
has occurred in recent years on the Pine Ridge. 

OBSERVERS 

L. Cody Cohn (LCC), Kearney; Kathleen Crawford-Rose (KCR), 
Bellevue; Jan DeGarmo (JDG), Elmwood; Kevin DeGarmo (KDG), Elmwood; 
Stephen J. Dinsmore (SJD), Ames, IA; Larry Einemann (LEi), Lincoln; 
Jeanne Fair (JFa), Geneva; Carol Falk (CFa), Nebraska City; 
Laurence L. Falk (LLF), Nebraska City; Adrian Farmer (AFa), Denver, 
CO; Marlin French (MFr), Ellsworth; Joe Gubanyi (JGu), Seward; 
Robin Harding (RHa), Gibbon; Thomas Hoffman (THo), Omaha; Helen K. 
Hughson (HKH), s Sioux Co.; Bill F. Huser (BFH), South Sioux City; 
Jan Johnson (JJo), Wakefield; Gerald Jorgensen (GeJ), Blair; Joel 
Jorgensen (JoJ), Blair; Alice Kenitz (AKe), Gering; Tom Klubertanz 
(TK1), Peru; Lucy Koenig (LKo), Scottsbluff; Jim Kovanda (JKo), 
Omaha; Sandy Kovanda (SKo), Omaha; Sandy Lemmon (SLe), Crawford; 
Larry Malone (LMa), Scottsbluff; Jim Mountjoy (JMo), Lincoln; Amy 
Niemier (ANi), Kearney; Babs Padelford (BP), Bellevue; Loren 
Padelford (BP), Bellevue; Don Paseka (DPa), Ames; Lanny Randolph 
(LRa), Gibbon; Izen Ratzlaff (IR), Omaha; Neal Ratzlaff (NR) , 
Omaha; Loni Schlothauer (LSc), Mitchell; W. Ross Silcock (WRS), 
Tabor, IA; Edna Claire Thomas (ECT), Morrill; Donald Wood (DWo), 
Elmwood; Gertrude Wood (GWo), Elmwood. 


NOTES ON BIRD SIGHTINGS IN NEBRASKA 

Black-shouldered Kite. On 6 May, 1995, I saw an adult in full 
plumage hunting over a field of tall, dead grass just inside the 
Polk County line from York County. I first noticed this large, 
white bird hovering while hunting, then it would move a short 
distance and hover again. Since I see these birds every winter in 
south Texas, I am very familiar with them, and this is the first 
one I've seen in Nebraska. Its field marks were very plain, 
especially the black shoulder patches, long, pointed wings, and 
long tail. After watching it for some time, I left for about two 
hours. When I returned, it was still in the same area along with a 
pair of Northern Harriers. This was a good chance to see the 
differences in the two species from close range. While they are 
compared with each other in the bird literature, they really are 
not similar and are easily separated in the field. 

Buff-breasted Sandpipers. This spring (1995) we had lots of these 
birds like we used to a few years ago when we planted later than we 
usually do now. Corn planting was so much later this year because 
of the cool, wet spring. When we plant earlier, I suppose the birds 
migrate through here after the planting is done and I'm not in the 
field to see them. They have the odd habit of extending one wing 
straight up and holding it this way for a short time, so that the 
white underside reflects the light and can be seen for a long 
distance. I believe this behavior has something to do with 
courtship display, but I've never seen other birds display in this 
manner. 

-Both reports by Lee Morris, RR1, Box 14, Benedict, NE 68316 
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western Tanager. On May 5, 1995, a single male was observed off the 
settlers' trail in Neale Woods Nature Center on the north side of 
Omaha, NE. It was observed for 15-20 minutes starting at 7:05 AM, 
and was flying between undergrowth and a sub-canopy of hackberry 
and ironwood trees. It ate what looked like two caterpillars. I was 
20 to 25 feet from the bird, which was thrush size, about 6 to 8 
inches in length. It had a slight reddish cast around the eye and 
bill, fading into a darker yellow on top of the head and on the 
back of the neck. The upper and lower mandibles were black, as were 
a lso the legs and feet. The back, rump, uppertail and undertail 
coverts, throat, belly, and flanks were all fairly bright yellow. 
The tail was all black with a small notch. The wings were solid 
except for two very distinct and noticeable yellowish-white 
wing bars. It did not vocalize. I think it was a second-year male 
going into breeding plumage. It was brighter yellow than the female 
Scarlet Tanager. 

_John Brenneman, Neale Woods Nature Center, 1432 3 Edith Marie 

Ave., Omaha, NE 68112 


LINCOLN COUNTY, NEBRASKA MAY 13, 1995 BIRD COUNT 

Nine members of the Tout Bird Club counted 99 species between 
7:00 AM and 3:00 PM. The day was sunny with gusts of west wind up 
to 50 miles per hour, and the temperature ranged from 40-50° F. The 
participants were Esther and Harold Cunningham, Marie Eavens, Greg 
Hoover, Pat McEvoy, Nancy and Virgil Norton, and Wilma and Howard 
Wyman. The list of species reported by Wilma is as follows: 

Pied-billed Grebe, Eared Grebe, American White Pelican, Double- 
crested Cormorant, Great Blue Heron, Cattle Egret, Black-crowned 
Night-Heron, Canada Goose, Wood Duck, Mallard, Blue-winged Teal, 
Cinnamon Teal, Northern Shoveler, Lesser Scaup, Bufflehead, Ruddy 
Duck, Turkey Vulture, Osprey, Northern Harrier, Swainson's Hawk, 
Red-tailed Hawk, American Kestrel, Ring-necked Pheasant, Sharp¬ 
tailed Grouse, Wild Turkey, American Coot, Killdeer, American 
Avocet, Greater Yellowlegs, Upland Sandpiper, Common Snipe, 
Wilson's Phalarope, Ring-billed Gull, Common Tern, Black Tern, Rock 
Dove, Mourning Dove, Eastern Screech-Owl, Long-eared Owl, Chimney 
Swift, Red-headed Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, 
Northern Flicker, Eastern Wood-Pewee, Eastern Phoebe, Western 
Kingbird, Eastern Kingbird, Tree Swallow, Northern Rough-winged 
Swallow, Bank Swallow, Cliff Swallow, Barn Swallow, Purple Martin, 
Blue Jay, Black-billed Magpie, American Crow, Black-capped 
Chickadee, House Wren, Eastern Bluebird, Townsend's Solitaire, 
Swainson's Thrush, American Robin, Northern Mockingbird, Brown 
Thrasher, Cedar Waxwing, Loggerhead Shrike, European Starling, 
Warbling Vireo, Tennessee Warbler, Yellow Warbler, Yellow-rumped 
Warbler, American Redstart, Common Yellowthroat, Yellow-breasted 
Chat, Northern Cardinal, Black-headed Grosbeak, Blue Grosbeak, 
Indigo Bunting, Rufous-sided Towhee, Chipping Sparrow, Clay-colored 
Sparrow, Lark Sparrow, Lark Bunting, Grasshopper Sparrow, White- 
crowned Sparrow, Harris' Sparrow, Bobolink, Western Meadowlark, 
Red-winged Blackbird, Yellow-headed Blackbird, Common Grackle, 
Brown-headed Cowbird, Orchard Oriole, Northern Oriole, House Finch, 
Pine Siskin, American Goldfinch, House Sparrow. 




The Nebraska Bird Review 


62 


Vol. 63 


NOU BIRD COUNT, MAY 19-21, 1995, AND SARPY COUNTY NORTH AMERICAN 
MIGRATION COUNT, MAY 13, 1995 


The following table includes the 129 species seen in five 
counties during the spring meeting of the Nebraska Ornithologists' 
Union at Camp Calvin Crest near Fremont, NE. Sarpy County also 
includes species recorded for the North American Migration Count on 
May 13, 1995. These are shown as numbers versus check marks for the 
NOU count. 


Species 

Dodge 

Douglas 

Sarpy 

Saunders 

Washington 

Eared Grebe 

V 





Am. White Pelican 

V 


5 

V 


Double-crested 

Cormorant 

V 


115 

V 


Great Blue Heron 


V 

10 

V 

V 

Cattle Egret 

V 





Green Heron 



1 

V 


Canada Goose 

V 

V 

56 

V 


Wood Duck 

V 

V 

58 

V 


Mallard 

V 


4 

V 


Blue-winged Teal 

V 


3 



Northern Shoveler 



2 



Lesser Scaup 

V 


8 



Ruddy Duck 



5 



Turkey Vulture 

V 


29 

V 


Osprey 

V 



V 


Bald Eagle 

V 





Sharp-shinned Hawk 



1 

V 


Cooper's Hawk 


V 


V 

V 

Red-shouldered Hawk 


V 

1 



Swainson's Hawk 

V 


1 



Red-tailed Hawk 

V 


18 

V 

V 

American Kestrel 


V 

3 

V 


Ring-necked Pheasant 


V 

13 


V 

Wild Turkey 



9 

V 

V 

Northern Bobwhite 

V 

V 

10 

V 


Sora 



3 



American Coot 

V 


14 



Piping Plover 


V 




Killdeer 


V 

30 

V 


Solitary Sandpiper 



1 



Spotted Sandpiper 


V 

1 

V 
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Species 

Dodge 

Douglas 

Sarpy 

Saunders 

Washington 

nnland Sandpiper 



1 



—£-- “ 

pRctoral Sandpiper 

V 





nunlin 

V 





Rinq-billed Gull 



1 



Forster's Tern 



2 

V 


Least Tern 

V 

V 


yf 


Black Tern 

V 

V 

11 

V 


Rock Dove 

V 

V 

5 

V 

V 

Mourning Dove 

V 

V 

159 

V 

yf 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo 



1 



Eastern Screech-Owl 




V 


Great Horned Owl 



1 



Barred Owl 



2 



Common Nighthawk 



1 

V 


Chuck-will's-widow 




V 


Whip-poor-will 




V 


Chimney Swift 

V 


28 

V 

V 

Ruby-thr. Hummingbird 




V 


Belted Kingfisher 

V 


6 

V 


Red-headed Woodpecker 

V 

V 

78 

V 

V 

Red-bell. Woodpecker 

V 

V 

41 

yf 

V 

Yell.-bell. Sapsucker 

V 





Downy Woodpecker 

V 

V 

38 

V 

V 

Hairy Woodpecker 



7 



Northern Flicker 


V 

57 

V 

yf 

Eastern Wood-Pewee 

V 

V 

1 

V 

V 

Willow Flycatcher 




V 


Least Flycatcher 

V 

V 

53 

V 

V 

Empidonax species 



30 



Eastern Phoebe 

V 


3 


yf 

Great Cr. Flycatcher 

V 


29 

V 

V 

Western Kinqblrd 



6 

V 


Eastern Kingbird 

V 

V 

45 

V 


Horned Lark 



3 

V 


Purple Martin 



53 



Tree Swallow 

V 


19 



Nor. Rough-w. Swallow 

V 


107 

V 

V 

Bank Swallow 


V 

6 


V 

Cliff Swallow 

V 

V 

65 

V 

yf 
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Species 

Dodge 

Douglas 

Sarpy 

Saunders 

Washington 

Barn Swallow 

V 

V 

152 

V 

V 

Swallow species 



15 



Blue Jay 

V 

V 

212 

V 

V 

American Crow 

V 

V 

79 

V 

V 

Black-cap. Chickadee 

V 

V 

147 

V 

V 

Tufted Titmouse 



V, 43 

V 


White-br. Nuthatch 

V 

V 

V, 32 

V 

V 

Carolina Wren 



V, 7 

V 


House Wren 

V 

V 

188 

V 

V 

Sedge Wren 



1 



Marsh Wren 



2 



Ruby-crowned Kinglet 



10 



Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 



V, 3 



Eastern Bluebird 



10 

V 


Veery 



1 



Gray-cheeked Thrush 

V 


3 

V 


Swainson's Thrush 

V 

V 

V, 34 

V 

V 

Wood Thrush 

V 

V 

6 

V 

V 

American Robin 

V 

V 

V, 314 

V 

V 

Gray Catbird 

V 

V 

45 

V 

V 

Brown Thrasher 

V 

V 

58 

V 

V 

Cedar Waxwing 




V 

V 

Loggerhead Shrike 



1 

V 


European Starling 

V 

V 

271 

V 

V 

Bell's Vireo 



2 


V 

Solitary Vireo 



18 

V 

V 

Yellow-throated Vireo 

V 

V 

17 

V 

V 

Warbling Vireo 

V 

V 

26 

V 

V 

Philadelphia Vireo 



2 



Red-eyed Vireo 

V 


4 

V 

V 

Golden-winged Warbler 



3 


V 

Tennessee Warbler 

V 

V 

V, 37 

V 

V 

Orange-crown. Warbler 

V 

V 

V, 49 

V 

V 

Nashville Warbler 

V 


54 

V 

V 

Northern Parula 



13 


V 

Yellow Warbler 

V 

V 

127 

V 

V 

Chestnut-sid. Warbler 

V 

V 

4 

V 

V 

Magnolia Warbler 


V 

3 

V 

V 

Cape May Warbler 




V 
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Species 

Dodge 

Douglas 

Sarpy 

Saunders 

Washington 

yo ilow-rumped Warbler 

V 


153 

V 

V 

Black-throated Green 
warbler 



V, 2 



Riackburnian Warbler 

V 


4 

V 


vellow-thr. Warbler 



3 



Rlackpoll Warbler 

V 

V 

28 

V 

V 

rprulean Warbler 



2 



Riack-&-White Warbler 

V 


10 

V 

V 

American Redstart 

V 

V 

30 

V 

V 

Prothonotary Warbler 



6 



Ovenbitd 

V 

V 

V, 5 

V 

V 

Northern Waterthrush 



22 



Kentucky Warbler 



V, 1 



Connecticut Warbler 



2 



Mourninq Warbler 

V 


2 

V 

V 

Common Yellowthroat 

V 

V 

73 

V 

V 

Wilson's Warbler 

V 


14 


V 

Summer Tanager 



1 



Scarlet Tanager 



V, 6 

V 

V 

Western Tanager 



1 



Northern Cardinal 

V 

V 

V, 133 

V 

V 

Rose-breast. Grosbeak 

V 

V 

V, 59 

V 

V 

Indigo Bunting 

V 


27 

V 

V 

Dickcissel 

V 


76 

V 

V 

Rufous-sided Towhee 

V 

V 

V, 25 

V 

V 

Chipping Sparrow 


V 

73 

V 

V 

Clay-colored Sparrow 



2 

V 


Field Sparrow 



22 

V 

V 

Vesper Sparrow 




V 


Lark Sparrow 



12 


V 

savannah Sparrow 



3 



Grasshopper Sparrow 



28 

V 


Song Sparrow 

V 


23 

V 


Lincoln’s Sparrow 



6 

V 


White-throat. Sparrow 



7 



White-crowned Sparrow 



4 


V 

Harris' Sparrow 



12 

V 


Bobolink 


V 

3 



Red-winged Blackbird 

V 

V 

322 

V 

V 
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Species 

Dodge 

Douglas 

Sarpy 

Saunders 

Washington 

Eastern Meadowlark 



9 

V 


Western Meadowlark 



61 

V 

V 

Meadowlark sp. 



20 



Yellow-h. Blackbird 



3 



Common Grackle 

V 

V 

338 

V 

V 

Brown-headed Cowbird 

V 

V 

102 

V 

V 

Orchard Oriole 

V 

7 

8 

V 

V 

Northern Oriole 

V 

V 

124 

V 

V 

House Finch 

V 

V 

43 

V 

V 

American Goldfinch 

V 

V 

265 

V 

V 

House Sparrow 

V 

V 

207 

V 

V 


Data for the Sarpy County North American Migration Count : 

The count on 13 May, 1995 lasted from 6:00 AM to 7:30 PM, the 
temperature ranged from 53° to 77° F, the wind ranged from south at 
8 mph to west at 29 mph. There were 28 observers in 11 parties, and 
collectively they spent 47 hours on foot, walking 39.5 miles, and 
17.5 hours by car, driving 208.5 miles. 

Participants: Mary Lou Alfieri, Betty Allen, Roland Barth, 
Elliott Bedows, Mardell Buss, Lisa Currier, Nellie Falzgraf, Sue 
Gentes, Ruth Green, Betty Grenon, Clem Klaphake, Ray Korpi, Jim 
Kovanda, Sandy Kovanda, Don Maas, Jim McLochlin, Shirley Noar, Babs 
Padelford, Loren Padelford, Janis Paseka, Don Paseka, Skip Rainy, 
Dick Rasmussen, Izen Ratzlaff, Neal Ratzlaff, Kathleen Rose, Chris 
Williams, Duane Wolf. 


LAUGHING GULLS IN WESTERN NEBRASKA 
Stephen J. Dinsmore, 4024 Arkansas Drive, Ames, IA 50014 
and W. Ross Silcock, P.0. Box 300, Tabor, IA 51653 

In this article, we describe two recent sightings of Laughing 
Gulls in western Nebraska in 1992 and 1994. The only previous 
acceptable record for Nebraska is a bird collected on 2 April, 1915 
at Inland, Clay Co. (Bray et al., 1986). The birds described here 
are the second and third accepted records of this species in 
Nebraska. 

On 30 June, 1992, Stephen J. Dinsmore and James J. Dinsmore 
observed a second-summer Laughing Gull at gate 9 on Lake 
McConaughy, Keith Co. The bird was resting on a sandy spit with 
about 100 other gulls, mostly Ring-billed. They observed the bird 
from 2:11-2:40 PM CST. Compared to several nearby Franklin's Gulls, 
it was 25% larger with a distinctly longer-winged appearance. The 
forehead and throat were white with a dull-gray area on the nape 
and rear portion of the crown, forming an indistinct cap. The eye 
was dark with no visible white eye crescents. The bill was dark 
with a pronounced gonys, and lacked the stubbier appearance of the 
bill of a Franklin's Gull. The mantle and upperwings were dark 
gray, slightly darker than those of a Franklin's Gull. In flight, 
there was no white separating the black outer primaries from the 
dark-gray primary coverts. A narrow, white trailing edge to the 
wing was also visible. The underparts, vent, undertail, and rump 
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ere white. There was a fairly broad, black subterminal band -on 
roughly the distal one-fourth of the tail, while the remainder of 
the uppertail was white. The legs were dark and were 
proportionately longer than those of a Franklin's Gull. The dark 
l & gs, tail band, incomplete hood, and dark-gray rather than brown 
upperwings and mantle indicate that the bird was in second-summer 
plumage. 

On 22 December, 1994, the authors and Gordon Brown observed a 
^ rs t-winter Laughing Gull at Sutherland Reservoir, Lincoln Co. The 
bird was observed from 8:45-9:10 AM CST in the company of several 
Ring-billed and Herring Gulls resting on ice near the southwest 
corner of the reservoir. The Laughing Gull was an estimated 15% 
smaller and much slimmer than the Ring-billed Gulls. The bill was 
black, about the length of that of the Ring-billed, and had a clear 
"droop" to it. The head was mostly white except for a darker-gray 
area behind the eye which extended across the nape. The forehead 
and throat were white. The mantle was dark-gray, slightly darker 
than that of a Ring-billed or Herring Gull. The breast, belly, and 
vent were white except for gray smudging on the flanks and across 
the lower breast. The legs were black and the same length as those 
of nearby Ring-billed Gulls. In flight, the upperwing pattern was 
as follows: primaries and their coverts black except that the inner 
2-3 primaries showed some pale color; secondary coverts dark-brown, 
and secondaries slightly darker, forming a distinct, dark trailing 
edge to the inner wing. The rump was white. The uppertail was 
mostly white except for a wide, black, subterminal band and a 
narrow, white band at the tip. The dark tail band was roughly an 
inch wide and included the outermost rectrices. 

Laughing Gulls are rare vagrants to the Upper Midwest, though 
the number of records has increased markedly in the last decade. 
Most records fall in the period from April-November with peaks in 
May and July-September. Winter records are extremely unusual. 
States east of Nebraska have more records. Iowa has at least a 
dozen records, all of them since 1989. The most recent was a 
juvenile at the Midwest Power Settling Ponds south of Council 
Bluffs in October, 1994 (Kent 1995), just across the Missouri River 
from Bellevue. In Missouri, Laughing Gulls are very rare transients 
along the Mississippi River and casual elsewhere in the state with 
about 30 records (Robbins and Easteria 1992). Laughing Gulls are 
casual in Kansas, with all records falling between 4 April and 8 
October (Thompson and Ely 1989). They are casual migrants in 
Colorado with about 15 records, the first as recently as 1974 
(Andrews and Righter 1992). There are no records for Wyoming (Scott 
1993). There are two records for South Dakota, including an unusual 
record of a bird from 10 January-28 April, 1990 at Gavin's Point 
Dam in Yankton Co. (S.D.O.U. 1991). If trends in surrounding states 
continue, more records of this species in Nebraska can be 
anticipated. 
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SUMMER FIELD REPORT, JUNE-JULY 1995 
Compiled by 

W. Ross Silcock, PO Box 300, Tabor, IA 51653 
INTRODUCTION 

This was an interesting summer, with a few rarities, further 
information on species that are restricted or rare in NE in summer, 
and a couple of additional observations, which involve a little 
speculation on my part. 

Perhaps the best of the rarities was a Neotropic Cormorant at 
Valentine NWR, while the apparent presence of a Black Rail 
population at Crescent L NWR is intriguing. Unexpected also were 2 
Pacific Loons at L. McConaughy. 

Isolated populations or just plain rare summer birds in NE 
provided interest, with updates on Mississippi Kite at Ogallala, 
Red-shouldered Hawk at Fontenelle Forest, Acadian Flycatcher at 
Indian Cave SP, Yellow-throated Warbler at Fontenelle Forest, 
Louisiana Waterthrush at Indian Cave SP, Northern Cardinal at 
Scottsbluff, Cassin's and Brewer's Sparrows at Kilpatrick L, 
Henslow's Sparrow at Burchard L, and Swamp Sparrow in the Rainwater 
Basin. 

Personal speculations involve the possibility of a molt site 
for Common Merganser at North Platte NWR and a note on Myiarchus 
flycatchers in the NE panhandle. 

ABBREVIATIONS, GAZETTEER 

Initials in parentheses refer to obervers; a list follows this 
report. 

*=documented; CLNWR= Crescent Lake NWR; FFNC= Fontenelle 
Forest Nature Center; LM= L. McConaughy; NE= Nebraska; NM = 
National Monument; NPNWR= North Platte NWR; NWR= National Wildlife 
Refuge; Res= Reservoir; SHP= State Historical Park; SL= sewage 
lagoons; SP= State Park; SRA= State Recreation Area; WMA= Wildlife 
Management Area; WPA= Waterfowl Production Area. 

Arbor Day Farm, Otoe; Arbor L WMA, Lancaster; Ayr L, Adams; 
Basswood Ridge WMA, Dakota; Branched Oak SRA/WMA, Lancaster; 
Burchard L WMA, Pawnee; Calamus Res SRA, Loup; Carter Canyon, 
Scotts Bluff; CLNWR, Garden; DeSoto Bend NWR, Washington; Facus 
Springs, Morrill; FFNC, Sarpy; Fort Kearny SHP, Kearney; Fort 
Robinson SP, Dawes/Sioux; Funk Lagoon WPA, Phelps; Glenvil Basin 
WPA, Clay; Indian Cave SP, Nemaha/Richardson; James Ranch, Sioux; 
Kilpatrick L, Box Butte; L. McConaughy, Keith; Medicine Creek Res 
SRA, Frontier; Nine Mile Prairie, Lancaster; Niobrara Valley 
Preserve, Brown/Keya Paha/Rock; Oak Glen WMA, Seward; Oliver Res 
SRA, Kimball; Pawnee L SRA, Lancaster; Pine Glen WMA, Brown; Rowe 
Sanctuary, Buffalo; Rulo Bluffs Preserve, Richardson; 
Sacramento-Wilcox WMA, Phelps; Schramm Park SRA, Sarpy; Scotts 
Bluff NM, Scotts Bluff; State Line Island, Scotts Bluff; Theesen 
Lagoon WPA, Clay; Valentine NWR, Cherry; Wagon Train L SRA, 
Lancaster; Walgren L SRA, Sheridan; Wehrspann L, Sarpy; Yankee Hill 
WMA, Lancaster. 


SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Pacific Loon : Most unexpected were 2 at LM on 14 Jun; one was a 
breeding-plumaged adult, the other in non-breeding plumage 
(*BP,LP). This species is probably casual in the panhandle, as it 
was recorded each fall 1979-82 at NPNWR by Zeillemaker during his 
residence there. There are only about 9 records for NE in all. 
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diner 1 other summer record, a breeding-plumaged bird at Box 
inciu y Jul 1979 (Rosche 1982: Birds of Northwestern Nebraska 

and louthwestern South Dakota) . 

„ TrtOTi* As is usual in w NE, summering were 3 at NPNWR on 5 
Common ij wwu • 

Jl;in d-billed Grebe: Best count was 45 at CLNWR on 12 Jul (MFr) . 
Pie 7 occurred at DeSoto Bend NWR, although the outcome was 
Ne ^ wn (JoJ); this species nests only in small numbers in e NE. 
i^rned Grebe: A single was at NPNWR on 5 Jun (LKo); this species 
does not nest in NE, suggesting that this was a late migrant. 
Eared Grebe: Best count was 38 at CLNWR on 26 Jul (LMa), while 20 
were at Funk Lagoon WPA on 4 Jun (LRa, RHa) , the most easterly 

wester^Grebe: Best count was 29 at NPNWR on 5 Jun; only 5 were 
there 5 Jul (LKo). None were reported e of the panhandle. Several 
adults with half-grown young were on the Bingham pond, 1 mi e of 
Bingham, 25 Jun (WRS). None were reported e of the panhandle. 
American White Pelican: The usual small groups of summering 
non-breeders in the Sandhills were noted; best count was 38 at 
CLNWR on 20 Jul (MFr), and at least 1 was noted at Valentine NWR 
,jgu). On the edge of the Sandhills in the Loup drainage, 17 were 
at Calamus Res SRA on 2 Jul (LRa,RHa) , and 1 was at Medicine Creek 
Res SRA 5 Jul (LRa) . Unusual in midsummer were 6-9 at Branched Oak 
SRA/WMA 17-24 Jun (LEi,JoJ). 

Double-crested Cormorant: Best count was 66 at CLNWR on 17 Jun 
(MFr) . Nesting occurs at scattered locations in n and w NE, but the 
only report of such was on a BBS in s Rock County on 13 Jun (NR), 
a rather easterly location. Reports of nesting locations are 
welcomed. Scattered birds occur over most of the state, but are 
unusual in the se, where 2 were at Wagontrain L SRA on 8 Jul (LEi) 
and 2 at Pawnee L SRA 1 Jul (LEi). 

Neotropic Cormorant: The 3rd NE record was an adult at Valentine 
NWR 19 Jul (*JGu). In recent years there have been several records 
of this species in northwest Missouri and in Kansas, suggesting 
that it will be reported more often in NE. 

American Bittern: This species appears to be doing well at CLNWR, 
where 6 were counted 7 (LMa) and 17 (MFr) Jun, while another was at 
Funk Lagoon WPA 4 Jun (LRa,RHa), within the probable breeding range 
in NE. 

Least Bittern: This species is elusive in NE; while it may breed in 
small numbers throughout e NE and possibly as far w as CLNWR 
(Johnsgard 1979: Birds of the Great Plains), reports are few. Thus 
of interest was 1 at the nw corner of Pawnee L SRA on 30 Jul (LEi). 
There is a good cattail marsh at this location. 

Great Blue Heron: Best count was 3 4 at CLNWR on 25 Jun (MFr) . A 
fall influx was detected in Lancaster County, where singles were 
seen during the summer but 11 appeared 30 Jul (LEi). 

Great Egret: Rare in NE in summer, especially in w NE, singles were 
seen in Scotts Bluff County 22 (AKe) and 24 (WRS) Jun, while l was 
at FFNC on 16 Jun (BP,LP); these were the only reports. 

Snowy Egret: The only report was of 1 near Oshkosh on 24 Jul (LMa) . 
Little Blue Heron: The only reports were of an adult at Gleason WPA 
on 4 Jun (LRa,RHa) , a rare spring sighting, and an immature at Funk 
Lagoon WPA 30 Jul (LRa,RHa). 

Cattle Egret: Reports statewide throughout the period noted a total 
of about 150 birds; best counts were 43 at Funk Lagoon WPA on 22 
Jul (LRa,RHa) and 39 at CLNWR on 13 Jul (LMa) . No nesting attempts 
were reported. 

Green Heron: The 3 reports were from se NE; best count 3 birds in 
n Saunders County on 17 Jun (THo). 

ack-crowned Night-Heron: As expected, reports were from Sandhills 
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locations, with best count 13 at CLNWR on 12 Jul (LMa) , although an 
immature was at Funk Lagoon WPA on 22 Jul (LRa,RHa). 
Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: None were reported. 

White-faced Ibis: Nesting is rare, and so reports are presumed 
migrants; last in spring was 1 in Sheridan County 14 Jun (BP,LP), 
while first in fall were 2 at CLNWR on 26 Jul (LMa) . Unexpected in 
mid-summer wewre 2 at Funk Lagoon WPA 9 Jul (LRa,RHa) . No more than 
2 were reported at once. 

Trumpeter Swan: A single was at CLNWR on 17 Jun (MFr) ; no evidence 
of nesting was noted. Five were counted along highway 61 in sw 
Cherry County 15 Jun (NR), while nesting birds were reported in n 
Grant County at Whitman (BP,LP) and just w of Hyannis at mile 
marker 142 (BP,LP,WRS) . The w Sandhills appears to be the center of 
the breeding range in NE. 

Snow Goose: The usual few summer stragglers were seen; 4 were at 
LaPlatte on 3 Jun (BP,LP), and singles were in Hall County 12 Jun 
(BP,LP) and at NPNWR on 5 Jun (LKo). 

Canada Goose: This species is now common throughout in summer, 
breeding at most locations, but especially so in w NE; best count 
was 784 at NPNWR on 19 Jun (LKo). 

Wood Duck: This species is also a common breeder virtually 
statewide; best count was an excellent 98 at NPNWR on 17 Jul (LKo) , 
while 5 broods were at Arbor L WMA on 30 Jul (LEi). 

Green-winged Teal: Nesting is rare in NE; none was noted this 
season. The only reports were of 2-7 at CLNWR, during the period 
(LMa,MFr) and a male 2 mi e of Funk Lagoon WPA on 9 Jul (LRa,RHa) , 
an unexpected summer location. 

Mallard: Peak counts at CLNWR and NPNWR were 83 (MFr) and 53 (LKo) 
on 12 Jul and 19 Jun respectively. 

Northern Pintail: Best count was a modest 14 at CLNWR on 7 Jun 
(LMa); this species may breed almost anywhere in the state. 
Blue-winged Teal: There was a large difference in peak counts from 
CLNWR and NPNWR, the former 96 on 7 Jun (LMa) and the latter only 
2 on 5 Jun (LKo) . The difference may be a result of the habitat 
surrounding these refuges: Johnsgard (1979 op. cit.) suggested that 
this species prefers shallow lakes and ponds surrounded by native 
prairie. 

Cinnamon Teal: All reports were from the panhandle, as expected, 
with best count 8 at CLNWR on 7 Jun (LMa) . Two males in the 
alkaline marshes at Facus Springs on 24 Jun (WRS) were at a known 
breeding location. Other reports were of 2 at Kilpatrick L on 16 
Jun (NR) and 1 at Whitman on 14 Jun (NR) . 

Northern Shoveler: Best count was a modest 27 at CLNWR on 7 Jun 
(LMa). 

Gadwall: Best count was 41 at CLNWR on 12 Jul (MFr); reports were 
from the panhandle except for reports from c NE 11 and 16 Jun 
(LRa,RHa). 

American Wigeon: Rather rare as a breeder in NE, the only reports 
were of 1 bird at Kilpatrick L on 16 Jun (NR) , and "some" late 
migrants at Funk Lagoon WPA on 4 Jun (LRa,RHa). 

Canvasback: Best count was 25 at CLNWR on 12 Jul (MFr) . It nests in 
small numbers elsewhere in the Sandhills; interestingly, and 
compare with Blue-winged Teal, none were reported from NPNWR. There 
were, however, 2 at Facus Springs on 24 Jun (WRS). 

Redhead: Best count was 45 at CLNWR on 17 Jun (MFr); this species 
nests in similar habitat to Canvasback in the Sandhills, but of 
interest were 6 rather late at Funk Lagoon WPA on 4 Jun (LRa,RHa) , 
12 rather early at the same place 9 Jul (LRa,RHa) , and 8 at Theesen 
Lagoon WPA on 16 Jul (LRa,RHa). 

Ring-necked Duck: 1-2 were at CLNWR throughout the period 
(MFr.LMa). This species is not known to nest in NE. 
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Tesser Scaup: Breeding is only occasional in the Sandhills, and so 
the numbers reported suggest a large number of non-breeders 
ummering in NE: 26 were at CLNWR on 17 Jun and 12 Jul (MFr), and 
20 were at Gering SL on 24 Jun (WRS). To the e and s, unexpected 
ere a single male was on flooded farmland at Basswood Ridge WMA 10 
jun (BFH), and 3 at Funk Lagoon WPA 4 Jun (LRa,RHa). 

Buf flehead: Not known to breed in NE, this species occurs as a 
non-breeding straggler in summer. Up to 4 were at CLNWR during the 
period (LMa,MFr) , and a female was at Basswood Ridge WMA 10 Jun 
(BFH). 

Hooded Merganser: The only reports were of 2 females 2 mi e of Funk 
Lagoon WPA on 9 Jul (LRa,RHa) and 2 females in n Kearney County 5 
jun (LRa,RHa); these reports, especially the latter, are suggestive 
of breeding, but to date no nesting has been reported for NE. 
Broods should be looked for in July. 

common Merganser: Again this year there was an excellent mid-July 
count at NPNWR, of 169 on 17 Jul (LKo) . These birds were not there 
in June, as only 1 was counted 4 Jun (LMa) . Although no information 
was provided on the gender of these birds, they are probably 
molting males from populations nw of NE, the closest sources; 
Kortright (1976: Ducks, Geese, and Swans of North America) stated 
that about 7500 Common Mergansers breed in Wyoming. Palmer (1976: 
Handbook of North American Birds) stated that "mature and 
non-breeding males begin leaving [breeding areas] in June and few 
remain as late as mid-July . . . Most . . . probably have a fairly 
short molt migration". Thus it seems NPNWR may be a molt site for 
this species. 

Ruddy Duck: Best count was 100 at CLNWR on 12 Jul (MFr); breeding 
s and e of the Sandhills and outside the Rainwater Basin is rare, 
and so 2 at Branched Oak WMA/SRA on 24 Jun (JoJ) were unexpected; 
no indication of breeding was noted, however. 

Osprey: Unusual in mid-summer, and not known to breed in NE, 1 was 
at Calamus Res 2 Jul (LRa,RHa). 

Mississippi Kite: This species appeared again at Ogallala, with 1-2 
seen 11-12 Jun (BP,LP,JGu). This is the northernmost US nesting 
site for this species. 

Bald Eagle: Summer residency continued at both NPNWR, where 1-2 
were present (LKo) and at CLNWR, where 3-4 were present (MFr). An 
adult was tending a ready-to-fly immature at a nest at Calamus Res 
2 Jul (LRa,RHa) . A single was seen in Scotts Bluff County 2 Jun 
(LMa). 

Northern Harrier: Easterly reports include birds in Cass County 1 
Jun and 28 Jul (GWo,KDG) and another in sw Dixon County 16 Jul 
(JJo). There is little suitable breeding habitat for this species 
in e NE. 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: A single bird was noted in n Saunders County, 
a location where breeding occurred in 1994 (NBR 62:131). Other 
singles were in Dixon County 29 Jul (JJp), probably a migrant, and 
in Carter Canyon 11 Jun (LMa), possibly nesting, but no evidence 
was noted. 

Cooper's Hawk: No nesting evidence was provided, but singles were 
reported from DeSoto Bend NWR, an adult male on 31 Jul, (JoJ) to 
Fort Robinson SP on 25 Jun (LMa) . Others were n of Seward 17 Jun 
(JGu) and n of Long Pine on 13 Jun (NR) . This species is more often 
seen in summer than the preceding. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: At least one summered in FFNC (WRS), although 
no nesting evidence came to hand. 

Broad-winged Hawk: A few probably nest in the Missouri valley each 
year, although nesting evidence is scarce. This year, 3 were heard 
calling at Indian Cave SP 2 Jun (JGu) , and at FFNC another was 
calling 27 May (WRS) in an area where 2-3 fledglings were heard 5 
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Jul (BP,LP). 

Svainson's Hawk: At the ne extremity of the NE range were 1-3 in 
Wayne County during the period (JJo). This species is regular in 
summer se to the Rainwater Basin (LRa,RHa). 

Ferruginous Hawk: An indication (perhaps of interest only to 
easterners!) that this species is not uncommon in the panhandle 
were the 3 on a BBS route s of Kimball on 24 Jun (WRS). 

Golden Eagle: Reports were from the usual panhandle summer range. 
American Kestrel: Best count was 10 s Redington on 22 Jul (LMa) , a 
time when fledged birds are still with parents in family groups. 
Prairie Falcon: The only reports were of singles at NPNWR on 3 Jun 
(LMa) and in c Sioux County 25 Jun (WRS). This species occurs in 
summer only near the w edge of the panhandle. 

Gray Partridge: Joel Jorgensen provided interesting information on 
this species' occurrence in the c Missouri valley: it was regular 
n of Blair in the mid and late 1980s, after appearing there around 
1980; best counts were around 20 in winter flocks. Since 1990 it 
has been seen only once, in 1994 near Kennard. There have been no 
sightings s of Blair, where the Missouri bottoms are more populated 
and vegetated. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Best count was 70 in Cheyenne and Morrill 
Counties 15 Jun (LMa). 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: A BBS route mostly in s Rock County 
yielded 10 on 13 Jun (NR) ; the only other report was of 1 at the 
Ainsworth airport 17 Jun (LRa,RHa). 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: An easterly report was of 2 n of Pine Glen WMA 
on 13 Jun (NR) . This species occurs in small numbers e to Knox 
County in n NE. 

Northern Bobwhite: At the w edge of its NE range, 1 was near 
Broadwater on 15 Jun (LMa) . They are not established in Wyoming, 
where cold winters control their survival (Scott 1993: Birder's 
Guide to Wyoming). 

Black Rail: Following the report of this species in spring at 
CLNWR, it was again reported there this summer. Water levels were 
high, flooding cattails and reaching the edge of surrounding 
meadow. It was at the meadow edge that sightings were made 31 May 
at Gimlet L, and 19 Jun at both Perrin L and Upper Harrison L (Bob 
Behrends, pers. comm, to WRS, MFr). For completeness, an 
additional sighting, including a description of a "very small bird 
in flight away from the observer with spotting on its back" was 
made about 20 yards outside the cattails 15 Aug at Boyd Pond (LMa, 
pers. comm, to WRS), and another was seen 6 Sep on the w side of 
Goose L (Bob Behrends, pers. comm, to WRS). Hopefully, the apparent 
existence of a population of this species at CLNWR can be further 
investigated in 1996. 

Virginia Rail: Reports were from the panhandle, where best count 
was 13 at CLNWR on 11 Jul (LMa) , and of a single at Funk Lagoon WPA 
on 9 Jul (LRa,RHa). Breeding is likely at the latter location. 
Sora: Reports were from CLNWR, where best count was 8 on 11 Jul 
(LMa) , and Funk Lagoon WPA, where 2 were heard 9 Jul (LRa,RHa) . 
Summer reports, including specfic locations, of rails in the e half 
on NE would be welcome. 

American Coot: Best count was 110 at CLNWR on 12 Jul (MFr) , while 
at NPNWR the high was only 11, on 5 Jun (LKo) ; perhaps the others 
were hidden in the cattails! Numerous broods were seen in the 
Rainwater Basin (LRa,RHa). 

Semipalmated Plover: Last in spring were 3 at Funk Lagoon WPA on 4 
Jun (LRa,RHa), while earliest in fall were 3 at Wehrspann L on 25 
Jul (BP,LP) ; this date is one of the earliest ever. Best count was 
5 at the same place 26 Jul (BP,LP). 

Piping Plover: The beleaguered birds at LM were successful despite 
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the high water and resulting close proximity to humans and their 
t h i C ies; a fenced colony in the middle of a parking area fledged 
ve ver al young (WRS,SJD). The only other report was from Cass County 
15 jun without details (GWo,KDG), but presumably along the Platte 
River• 

KiH deer: Pos t-breed i- n 9 flocks were forming by the end of the 
neriod; 139 were counted in Lancaster County 30 Jul, including 50 
at 1 location (LEi). Other high counts were 80 at CLNWR on 12 Jul 
(LMa) and 50 at NPNWR on 19 Jun (LKo). 

Mountain Plover: The only report was a single adult seen 24 Jun 
feeding on washed-out fallow ground after a rainstorm about 6 mi s 
of Kimball (WRS). 

Black-necked Stilt: The reliable ponds at mile marker 106 on 
highway 2 had 1-2 birds 11-25 Jun (JGu,BP,LP,WRS) while 2 were 
reported w of Antioch 15 Jun (NR). The colony at mile marker 106 
has been present since at least 1988. 

American Avocet: Reports were from the panhandle, even though the 
species is most common in summer in the Sandhills, and Rainwater 
Basin; best count was 48 at NPNWR 6 Jun, although only 10 were 
there 19 Jun (LKo). Probably part of the small breeding population 
in the Rainwater Basin were 3 at Funk Lagoon WPA 9 Jul (RHa,LRa), 
although 3 near Hartwell 29 Jul (LRa,RHa) were likely migrants. 
Greater Yellowlegs: Very early were 2 along the Niobrara River in 
Sioux County 1 Jul (LMa,AKe fide NR) . This may be the earliest fall 
date for NE. Also very early was 1 at CLNWR 12 Jul (MFr) . Best 
count to this point in the migration was 11 at CLNWR on 26 Jul 
(LMa). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: Apparently the earliest ever in fall was 1 at 
Yankee Hill WMA on 1 Jul (LEi) , followed by 3 at NPNWR on 3 Jul 
(LKo) . Also very early were 9 at CLNWR on 12 Jul (LMa,MFr) . Best 
count was an estimated 100 at Theesen Lagoon WPA on 16 Jul 
(LRa,RHa). 

Solitary Sandpiper: These birds were widely reported, with a good 
count of 20 in Lancaster County 30 Jul (LEi). Earliest were also 
record early on 1 Jul, 5 on the Niobrara River in Sioux County 
(LMa,AKe fide NR), followed at a still rather early date by 1 near 
Gibbon 12 Jul (LRa,RHa). Last for spring were 2 at NPNWR on 5 Jun 
(LKo). 

Willet: Most easterly reports of this Sandhills breeder were of 6 
se of Valentine 14 Jun (NR) , and 2 on the Rock-Brown County line 16 
Jun (LRa,RHa), while best count was 14 at CLNWR on 7 Jun (LMa). 
Spotted Sandpiper: Best count of this virtually statewide breeder 
was 9 in various locations in Lancaster County on 30 Jul (LEi). 
Upland Sandpiper: Another statewide breeder, best counts were made 
on Sandhills BBS routes, where 15-22 were counted on 3 routes 14-16 
Jun (NR). Easterly locations were Dixon (JJo), Cass (GWo,KDG), and 
Pawnee (BFH) Counties. 

Long-billed Curlew: Best counts were 13 at CLNWR on 7 Jun (LMa) and 
14 assembled on the Thedford Golf Course 14 Jun (BP,LP). The latter 
is of interest in that none were reported after a 1 Jul sighting in 
Sioux County (LMa), suggesting early departure of breeding birds. 
None were seen along Highway 2 on 25 Jun (WRS). 

Marbled Godwit: Only 1 migrant was reported, on 12 Jul at CLNWR 
(LMa), a rather early fall date; fall records are far scarcer than 
spring records. 

Sanderling: Generally an uncommon migrant, only 1 report was 
received, of l at Arbor L WMA on 30 Jul (LEi). 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: Probably a record early date was provided 
by 1 at Branched Oak SRA/WMA on 1 Jul (LEi) . Best counts were 38 in 
Lancaster County 3 0 Jul (LEi) and 30 at Wehrspann L 25 Jul (BP,LP) . 
Western Sandpiper: Last in spring was 1 near Funk Lagoon WPA on 4 
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Jun (LRa,RHa) . The 3 fall reports spanned the state: 13 were at 
CLNWR 26 Jul (LMa) , 2 were 2 mi e of Funk Lagoon WPA on 30 Jul 
(LRa,RHa) , and 5 were at Jack Sinn WMA on 23 Jul (WRS) . This 
species is probably more common in fall in e NE than in spring and 
more common in w NE in general. 

Least Sandpiper: Rather early were 4 at CLNWR on 12 Jul (LMa) . Best 
count was 15 at Gering SL on 28 Jul (AKe) . This is a common 
statewide migrant. 

Baird's Sandpiper: Rather early and best counts were 10 at CLNWR on 
12 Jul LMa) and 12 at Gering SL on 17 Jul (AKe) . Also a common 
statewide migrant, although July numbers were much lower than last 
year. 

Pectoral Sandpiper: Earliest were 2 at Theesen Lagoon WPA on 16 Jul 
(LRa,RHa) , while best count was 17 at Jack Sinn WMA on 26 Jul (NR) . 
None were reported in w NE, where the species is far less common. 
Stilt Sandpiper: Last in spring was a rather late bird at CLNWR on 
7 Jun (LMa) . First in fall was 1 at Funk Lagoon WPA on 22 Jul 
(LRa,RHa) , while best count was 11 near Hartwell on 29 Jul 
(LRa,RHa). These numbers are lower than last spring also. 
Long-billed Dowitcher: Rather early were 4 at CLNWR on 12 Jul; 
another was there 26 Jul (LMa) . Other reports were of 1 at 
Wehrspann L 25-26 Jul (BP,LP) , and up to 8 near Hartwell on 29-30 
Jul (LRa,RHa). Most do not arrive until August. 

Common snipe: This species breeds at scattered locations in w and 
n NE, although as of 1979 it was considered rare (Johnsgard, 
op.cit.). One was winnowing at Facus Springs 25 Jun (WRS), and 
others were reported from CLNWR 15 Jul (MFr) , 4 birds s of Morrill 
on 22 Jun (AKe), at Kilpatrick L on 8 Jul (LMa), and on up to 3 on 
3 BBS routes in Loup, Brown, and w Cherry Cos (NR). 

American Woodcock: The only report was of 1 at Arbor Day Farm 25 
Jul (LLF); although the species nests along the Missouri valley, 
none were seen at this location earlier in the season (LLF). 
Wilson's Fhalarope: Breeding may occur over most of NE except the 
se quarter, although no reports were received e or s of Brown and 
Rock Counties (NR,LRa,RHa) and CLNWR, where 14 were counted 7 Jun 
(LMa). Migrants had arrived at the latter location in force by 26 
Jul, when 514 were seen (LMa), although first group, of 26, arrived 

18 Jul (MFr). The only e NE report was of 2 migrants in Sarpy Co. 
26 Jul (LP,BP). 

Franklin's Gull: Straggling non-breeders were in Cass Co. 11 Jun 
(GWo,KDG) and at Branched Oak SRA/WMA on 1 Jul (LEi) . Two birds at 
CLNWRS 12 Jul (MFR) may also have been stragglers, although nesting 
is possible there. Migrants arrived in late Jul, with 1 at Theesen 
Lagoon WPA on 16 Jul (LRa,RHa), and, best count, 685 near Oshkosh 
on 24 Jul (LMa). 

Ring-billed Gull: Straggling non-breeders are often seen, virtually 
anywhere; best counts were 27 at Branched Oak SRA/WMA on 30 Jul 
(LEi) and 22 at NPNWR 17 Jul (LKo). 

California Gull: Mid-summer is usually the low point for numbers of 
this species; 1 was at Kingsley Dam 5 Jul (LLF) for the only 
report. 

Herring Gull: Rather rare in midsummer, none were reported. 
Forster's Tern: Rather late spring migrants were 3 at Burchard L 
WMA on 6 Jun (BP,LP). Probably breeding regularly at CLNWR, up to 

19 were there during the summer (MFr,LMa). Fall migrants appeared 
at Valentine NWR 19 Jun (JGu) and in Buffalo Co. on 20 Jun 
(LRa,RHa). 

Least Tern: Breeding at regular locations were a small group just 
above Kingsley Dam (LLF) and at least 3 nesting at a sand and 
gravel operation near the flooding and bar-less Platte River in n 
Saunders Co. (THo). The provenance of 1 in Cass Co. 18 Jun 
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fGWo,KDG) is unknown. Of interest were 3 at the Kent Diversion Dam 
• n s 4 Loup Co. 18 Jun (LRa,RHa), an area little studied with 
respect to this species. 

Black Tern: Numbers were rather low at CLNWR in midsummer; only 6 
were noted 25 Jun (MFr) . Migrants in spring and fall were 27 at 
CLNWR on 7 Jun (LMa) and 30 there 26 Jul (LMa) . Migrants appeared 
in Lancaster Co. with 7 there on 30 Jul (LEi). 

Black-billed Cuckoo: This species breeds statewide, albeit in small 
numbers; reports were received from all sections. In the panhandle, 
where it is uncommon, 1 was at CLNWR 12 Jul (LMa) , and reports came 
from Richardson (BFH), Otoe (LLF), and Cass (GWo,KDG) Cos., where 
it is also uncommon. 

yellow-billed Cuckoo: Also a statewide breeder, but in somewhat 
qreater numbers than Black-billed, reports were also statewide, 
including singles at CLNWR through the period (MFr) and in Cheyenne 
Co. 15 Jun (LMa), locations where it is uncommon. 

Common Barn-Owl: A healthy population exists at CLNWR, where no 
fewer than 11 were counted 6 Jun (MFr); 5 were there 27 Jul (LMa). 
There were no other reports, however. 

Eastern Screech-Owl: This species is least common in the panhandle, 
but occurs wherever habitat suits; 4 were at CLNWR 11 Jul (LMa). 
Barred owl: Probably at the w edge of its range except for birds in 
the Platte valley. 1 was at Oak Glen WMA on 25 Jun (JGu) . What are 
the w limits in the Platte valley? 

Short-eared Owl: The only report was from a presumed breeding area, 
a single in Garden Co. 28 Jun (LMa). 

Chuck-will's-widow: Of interest was the continuing presence at the 
n extreme of the NE range at Willis, where 1 was found 14 Jun 
(BFH). Another was at Indian Cave SP 29 Jun (BP,LP). 
Whip-poor-will: Rather northerly were 2 near Willis 14 Jun (BFH), 
while best count was 9 on Trail 9 at Indian Cave SP on 13 Jul 
(JGu) . A westerly report was from Oak Glen WMA 25 Jun (JGu) . These 
reports outline the current NE range. 

Chimney Swift: Westerly reports from the North Platte valley and c 
Panhandle, where the species has become established since about 
1970, were from Gering 1 Jun (AKe) , and Alliance, where 4 were seen 
25 Jul (LMa). 

White-throated Swift: All reports were from Scotts Bluff and Dawes 
Cos., within the usual range, with best count 6 at Scotts Bluff NM 
1 Jun (AKe). 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird: All reports were from the expected 
range, along the Missouri valley. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: A report from a location where the species 
is still noteworthy was of 1 at James Ranch on 9 Jun and 3 Jul 
(SLe). 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: Last for spring was at FF on 2 Jun (BP,LP) . 
Western Wood-Pewee: Reports were from the usual w Panhandle range, 
although 1 at CLNWR 7 Jun (LMa) is in an area where expansion has 
been relatively recent. 

Acadian Flycatcher: For the second consecutive summer, up to 3 
(JGu,BP,LP,NR,JoJ) were on Trail 9 at Indian Cave SP at least 
through 26 Jun (BFH). There are fewer than 10 summer reports since 
the 1960s. 

Willow Flycatcher: All reports were from e NE; singles were at 
Indian Cave SP 11 Jun (JoJ) , Arbor L WMA 17 Jun (LEi) , and in Dixon 
Co. 20 Jun (JJo) . a bird identified as "Empid sp." in n Saunders 
Co, li jun (THo) was likely this species also. 

Least Flycatcher: Last for spring were 2 at FF 2 Jun (BP,LP) and 1 
there 3 Jun (BP,LP). 

Eastern Phoebe: Breeding birds had departed nesting sites by 30 Jul 
in Lancaster Co. (LEi). 
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Say's Phoebe: An easterly report was of a single near Bladen on 8 
Jul (LRa / RHa); this species is absent only from se NE in summer. 
Great Crested Flycatcher: Unexpected were 2 at State Line Island 6 
Jun (ECT,AKe) ; no details were provided for what appears to be only 
the second report for Scotts Bluff Co. The w edge of the regular: 
range in the Platte valley is the Keith County area. It should also 
be pointed out that observers be aware of the possibility of 
Ash-throated Flycatcher occurring in the Panhandle; there are 
several ne Colorado plains records (Andrews and Righter 1992, 
Colorado Birds) and a single NE record of 1 seen by Rosche and 
Rosch4 near Chadron 29 Aug 1987 (NBR 57:45). 

Cassin's Kingbird: Best count was 6 on 22 Jul in canyons s of 
Redington (LMa), perhaps the most regular location in the state; 
this species is not hard to find in remote Panhandle canyons with 
scattered pines. 

Purple Martin: Perhaps the westernmost breeding location in the 
state, 5 were at Ogallala 24 Jul (LMa). 

Tree Swallow: Now breeding virtually statewide, westerly reports 
included 4-5 at CLNWR throughout (MFr,LMa) and 2 at mile marker 142 
on Highway 2 ij Grant Co. on 25 Jun (WRS) . Best count was 25 at 
Wagon Train L SRA on 8 Jul (LEi). 

Violet-green Swallow: Reports were from Sioux (LMa,WRS) and Scotts 
Bluff (AKe) Cos., as expected, but no more than singles were 
reported. 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Best count was 2 0 in n Lancaster Co. 
1 and 8 Jul (LEi) . Fledglings were noted at James Ranch 10 Jul 
(SLe). 

Bank Swallow: This species breeds statewide. Best counts were 40 at 
Branched Oak WMA/SRA on 1 Jul (LEi) and 35 at CLNWR 26 Jul (LMa) , 
the latter likely migrants. 

Cliff Swallow: Best count for this abundant statewide breeder was 
702 on a BBS route in the Broadwater area 15 Jun (LMa), while 500 
migrants were at Ayr L on 22 Jul (LRa,RHa). 

Barn Swallow: Best count was of migrants at CLNWR, where 705 were 
counted 26 Jul (LMa). 

Blue Jay: Possibly least common in the w Sandhills, 1 was at CLNWR 
6 and 25 Jun (MFr). 

Pinyon Jay: The only reports of this species, which is 

inconspicuous in summer, were of 4 at Fort Robinson SP on 25 Jun 
(LMa) and at least 1 at the James Ranch feeders 10-23 Jul (SLe). 
Black-billed Magpie: Perhaps the southeasternmost regular summer 
location is Fort Kearny SHP, where a few were seen 24 Jun 
(LRa,RHa). There is a small colony near Prague, also. Are there 
resident birds se of these locations? 

Tufted Titmouse: At the e edge of the range was 1 at the Saltillo 
Road entrance to Wilderness Park in Lincoln (LEi). 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Reports were from known or probable breeding 
localities: 6 were at Carter Canyon 11 Jun (LMa), at least 1 was at 
the Niobrara Valley Preserve in Keya Paha Co. 18 Jun (LRa,RHa) , and 
singles were noted at Pine Glen WMA and nearby in ne Brown Co. 
13-14 Jun (NR). 

Carolina Wren: Reports were from se NE, no further n and w than 
singles at Wilderness Park 17 Jun and 1 Jul (LEi). 

Sedge Wren: This enigmatic species was widely noted this summer, 
although it is difficult to pin down just when this species' summer 
occurs. It tends to disappear after spring migration, although this 
year up to 3 were present through the period at Arbor L WMA (LEi). 
Other mid-summer reports were of 1 in Sarpy Co. 3 Jun (BP,LP), at 
least 1 at Nine Mile Prairie 1 Jul (NR) , and 1 at Wehrspann L 5 Jul 
(BP,LP) . As is usual, larger numbers appear in late Jul and tend to 
remain through August. Such groups included 11 at Rowe Sanctuary on 
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20 Jul (LRa,RHa), and at least 6 at Jack Sinn WMA on 23 and 26 Jul 
fWRS,NR)• A single was near Gibbon 29-30 Jul (LRa,RHa). 

Marsh Wren: Excellent numbers were at CLNWR, with 110 counted 26 
j u l (LMa) and 52 on 14 Jun (MFr) . Unexpectedly far se for the date, 

1 was at Arbor L WMA 1 Jul (LEi) and another at Glenvil Basin WPA 
16 Jul (LRa,RHa); this species is not numerous in se NE in summer. 
Bi ue -gray Gnatcatcher: At the same place as last year, 1 rather 
aaitated bird was far to the w in limber pines in Kimball Co. 24 
jun; only 1 bird was found on each occasion (WRS) . The nearest 
breeding populations appear to be in c Kansas (Thompson and Ely 
1992, Birds in Kansas) and the Colorado foothills (Andrews and 
Righter, op. cit.) 

Eastern Bluebird: Belying their name, 2 were at feeders after a 
4 -inch snow far to the w at James Ranch on 9 Jun (SLe) . Best count 
W as of 31, 9 adults and 22 young, in Dixon Co. 30 Jun (JJo) . 

predators allowed only 1-2 successes in 11 boxes in Otoe Co. (LLF) . 
Townsend's Solitaire: Rare in mid-summer, 1 was in Sioux Co. 1 Jul 
(LMa). There are very few nesting reports. 

Swainson's Thrush: A report without details was of 1 at an 
unexpected location, CLNWR, 22 Jun (MFr). This species has occurred 
well into June in nw NE, but this is one of the latest dates ever. 
Wood Thrush: The reports were from the Missouri valley, n to 
Thurston Co., where a pair was at Ashford Scout Camp in Thurston 
Co. 9 Jul (BFH) , and w to Lancaster Co., where 2 were at Wilderness 
Park 17 Jun (LEi). Except for the Niobrara valley, these reports 
appear to define the currently much-reduced summer range in NE. 
Gray Catbird: Not numerous westwardly, 1 was at CLNWR 28 Jun (LMa) . 
Northern Mockingbird: As is usual, individuals popped up almost 
anywhere, including singles near Gering 10 Jun and early Aug (AKe). 
It is probably most numerous in the tree-dotted prairie areas of 
Johnson and Pawnee Cos.; 3 were found along back roads in Johnson 
Co. 6 Jun (NR). Nesting apparently occurred in Lancaster Co. , where 

2 adults and an immature were seen 8 Jul near Little Salt Fork 
Marsh (LEi). 

cedar Waxwing: Reports were numerous through the period from most 
reporting locations, although the only evidence of nesting was of 
a pair making an attempt at Raymond Cemetery in Lancaster Co. 17 
Jun (LEi). Best counts were 20 in Scottsbluff on 10 Jun (AKe) and 
10 at FFNC 2 Jun (BP,LP). 

Loggerhead Shrike: This species breeds statewide, in good numbers 
in most areas, including a BBS count of 11 in Box Butte Co. on 16 
Jun (LMa). 

Bell's Vireo: Reports were from most parts of the breeding range, 
which extends to the e edge of the panhandle. 

Yellow-throated Vireo: Reports were only from the Missouri valley, 
n to Thurston Co., where 1 was singing at Ashford Scout Camp 8 Jul 
(BFH). 

Red-eyed Vireo: No reports were received from w parts of the range; 
breeding occurs throughout the major river valleys, including the 
Loup drainage, except for the panhandle. Summer reports outside 
these areas are welcome. 

Northern Parula: Numbers continue to be impressive in se NE; at 
least 6 were at Indian Cave SP on 2 Jun (JGu) , it was "quite 
common" there ll and 24 Jun (JoJ) . It was reported n to FFNC, where 
2 were singing 16 Jun (BP,LP). 

Chestnut-sided Warbler: A spring report far to the w, where it 
represents only the 9th panhandle record, all in spring, was of 1 
at Walgren L SRA on 29 May (Isolde Cutshall fide NR). 
Yellow-throated Warbler: At least 1 was singing at FFNC 1 Jun 
(BP,LP). y ^ 

Cerulean Warbler: This rare se NE summerer continued its summer 
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presence this year, with 1 at FFNC on 1 Jun (BP,LP), and 2 on Train 
9 at Indian Cave SP 6 Jun (BP,LP,NR). 

Black-and-white Warbler: A regular nester in the Niobrara valley, 
1 was in ne Brown Co. 14 Jun (NR) . However, there have been no 
summer reports from the Missouri valley since 1988, and sq 
significant was the presence of 2 singing at FFNC 21 Jul jfRolancJ 
Barth fide BP,LP). 

American Redstart: This species is fairly common as a breeder in 
the Missouri valley; best counts were of 5 males, 1 carrying food, 
at Indian Cave SP on 26 Jun (BFH) , and 4 singing at Ashford Scout 
Camp in Thurston Co. on 9 Jul (BFH). It also occurs regularly on 
the Pine Ridge, where 4 were at Fort Robinson SP 25 Jun (LMa). 
Prothonotary Warbler: A pair carrying nesting material was seen at 
FFNC 1 Jun (BP,LP), an attempt to continue the small breeding 
population there. 

Ovenbird: Apparently very common in the Niobrara valley, an 
impressive 200 were noted in the Niobrara Valley Preserve in Brown 
Co. 17 Jun (LRa,RHa). Other reports were from the summer range in 
the Pine Ridge and Missouri valley; this species breeds only along 
the e and n edges of NE. 

Louisiana Waterthrush: Very rare as a breeder in NE, 1 was carrying 
food at Indian Cave SP on 26 Jun (BFH) , while another (or the 
same?) was heard from the Trail 9 parking lot there 6 Jun (BP,LP), 
Kentucky Warbler: Apparently nesting birds were noted in Indian 
Cave SP, where at least 3 were noted 2 Jun (JGu) , 1 was singing 24 
Jun (JoJ), and another was on Trail 5 on 30 Jun (BP,LP). Another 
was at FFNC 2 Jun (BP,LP) . Numbers of summering birds have 
increased in recent years. 

Mourning Warbler: An Oporornis warbler, thought to be this species, 
was in the St. Deroin area of Indian Cave SP 11 Jun (JGu) , a not 
unprecedented date; all-time latest in spring is 12 Jun. 

Common Yellowthroat: Best counts were 34 at CLNWR on 7 Jun (LMa) 
and 18 on a BBS route in ne Brown Co. 14 Jun (NR). 

Summer Tanager: This species probably occurs in most of extreme se 
NE, although most reports in recent years are from Schramm Park SRA 
at the nw edge of the range. This summer 1 was at Indian Cave SP 30 
Jun (BP,LP) and another was at Rulo Bluffs Preserve 2 Jun (JGu). 
Scarlet Tanager: Reports were from the entire Missouri valley, as 
expected, with best count 3 males at Basswood Ridge WMA 10 Jun 
(BFH). Breeding occurs also in the Niobrara valley, where 1 was e 
of Valentine in Cherry Co. 19 Jul (JGu) , at the w edge of the 
breeding range. 

Western Tanager: A single was out of breeding habitat at a grove 
just n of Exit 1 on 1-80 in Kimball Co. 11 Jun (JGu) ; it was 
apparently a late migrant. 

Northern Cardinal: The small westernmost outpost in Scotts Bluff 
Co. persists, although the 2 males and 1 female were not detected 
nesting (AKe). 

Black-headed Grosbeak: Near the e edge of the range, a male was 13 
mi n of Curtis on 5 Jul (LRa,RHa). 

Blue Grosbeak: Best counts were 7 s of Morrill on 22 Jun (AKe) and 
6 in Dixon Co. on 16 Jul (JJo); this species occurs statewide. 
Lazuli Bunting: Reports were from the rather limited breeding range 
in the panhandle; 4 were reported from Scotts Bluff Co. on 1 Jun 
(AKe) and 11 Jun (LMa) , and fledglings appeared at James Ranch 14 
Jul (SLe). 

Dickcissel: Unexpectedly early as far w was 1 w of Alliance 16 Jun 
(NR); most arrive later if at all, such as singles (same bird?) at 
CLNWR 11 (LMa) and 21 (MFr) Jul. 

Rufous-sided Towhee: Pure "eastern" types are restricted to se NE, 
while "spotted" birds breed over most of the state. Easterly 
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r ts of the latter were from the Gibbon area 22 and 29 Jul 
^TRa RHa). Observers should note which types occur in summer in 
■hheii" areas. 

eassin's Sparrow: The only report of this very local species was of 
9 on 16 Jun at the sagelands s and w of Kilpatrick L (NR) . This 
regular location (Rosche 1994, Birding 26:416) may be the 
northernmost in this species' range. 

Brewer's Sparrow: The Kilpatrick L area also hosts a sizeable 
population of these birds; up to 6 were counted 16 Jun-8 Jul 
fLMa NR,WRS). The other well-known location is along the Wyoming 
border w of Harrison. 

Field Sparrow: Breeding over most of the state, it is, however, 
rare at the w edge of its range in the Panhandle, where 1 was 
carefully identified in limber pines in Kimball Co. 24 Jun (WRS). 
It is numerous in c NE; "large numbers" were reported 17 Jun in the 
Niobrara Valley Preserve (LRa,RHa), 250 were in se Lincoln Co. 5 
jul (LRa,RHa), and 175 were noted in Frontier Co. 5 Jul (LRa,RHa). 
Vesper Sparrow: Best count of this statewide breeder, mostly n of 
the Platte valley, was a modest 11 in Dixon Co. 3 Jun (JJo) . 
Numbers are low in se NE, but 2 were in n Lancaster Co. 30 Jul 
(LEi). 

Lark Sparrow: Breeding statewide, best count was 118 at CLNWR on 26 
Jul (LMa). Less numerous in e NE, best count was only 5, in Dixon 
Co. 2 Jul (JJo). 

Lark Bunting: Best count was 220 on a BBS route in Box Butte Co. 16 
Jun (LMa). Easternmost reports, at about the e edge of the range, 
were of a female s of Campbell 8 Jul (LRa,RHa), and several along 
the Rock-Brown Cos. line 16 Jun (LRa,RHa). 

Grasshopper Sparrow: Doing very well in recent years in c and w NE, 
excellent counts of "at least" 500 at Calamus Res SRA on 2 Jul 
(LRa,RHa) and 104 at CLNWR 1 Jul (MFr) were made. 

Henslow's Sparrow: No reports were received from last year's 
Lancaster Co. sites, however up to 6 singing males were located on 
spring-burnt prairie on the n side of Burchard L WMA through 26 Jun 
(JGu,BFH, m.ob.). This area had more forbs than the area used in 
1985 near the prairie-chicken blinds (BP,LP). 

Swamp Sparrow: Following last year, 1-2 were again reported from 
Funk Lagoon WPA (LRa,RHa) , apparently the southernmost regular 
summer site for this local NE breeder. Another regular site (Rosche 
1994, Birds of the L. McConaughy Area) is the Clear Creek WMA 
marshes, where 2 were singing 13 Jun (BP,LP). 

White-throated Sparrow: Last for spring was at Arbor Day Farm 2 Jun 
(LLF). 

White-crowned Sparrow: Last in spring was 1 at Scotts bluff 2 Jun 
(LMa). 

Dark-eyed Junco: The last "slate-colored" birds left James Ranch 5 
Jun (SLe) . The summer birds of the Pine Ridge are of the 
"white-winged" form, and so of interest was a report of 6 
"slate-colored" birds at Gilbert-Baker WMA 28 Jul (LMa). This is 
very early for fall migrants, although other authors have indicated 
that this race may occur in summer in the Pine Ridge (Short 1961, 
NBR 29:2). The last "white-winged" birds left the James Ranch 
feeders 6 Jun (SLe), presumably to commence breeding operations 
nearby. 

McCown's Longspur: Reports were from regular locations: 10 were in 
sw Kimball Co. 24 Jun (WRS), and 1 near highway 20 in Sioux Co. 4 
Jul (LMa). 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: It was considered "common" in Sioux and 
Kimball Cos. 24-25 Jun (WRS), while 8 were in Sioux Co. 1 Jul 
(LMa). 

Bobolink: At the s edge of the summer range, 1-2 were in Otoe Co. 
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11 Jun (LLF), and up to 3 were at Arbor L WMA through the period 
(LEi). Nesting in the Rainwater Basin is undocumented, although the 
species breeds commonly in the c Platte valley (Lingle 1994,; 
Birding Crane River). Birds observed in Jul in the Rainwater Basin 
and elsewhere s of the Platte River may not have bred locally; such 
flocks are often described as consisting of "immatures", but likely 
contain molted adult males and females as well. Adult males molt 
during July (Bent 1958, Life Histories ...). Plumages were not 
mentioned for birds near Fairfield 16 Jul (LRa,RHa) and at Rowe 
Sanctuary 20 Jul (LRa,RHa), although flocks of "immatures", 
certainly migrants, were noted at Sacramento-Wilcox WMA 29 Jul 
(LRa,RHa) and in Lancaster Co. 30 Jul (LEi). 

Red-winged Blackbird: Flocks were forming by late Jul (JJo). 
Eastern Meadowlark: Good populations occupy suitable habitat 
statewide; 27 were at CLNWR 1 Jul (MFr), and 5 were counted on a 
BBS route in Cheyenne and Morrill Cos. 15 Jun (LMa). 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Least numerous in se NE, 10 summered at 
Arbor L WMA (LEi). 

Brewer's Blackbird: More common in the n Panhandle than in the s, 
1 was near Bushnell 6 Jul (LLF), and a female was feeding a young 
bird s of Redington 25 Jun (WRS) . Breeding is unconfirmed in 
Kimball Co. 

Great-tailed Grackle: East of the Rainwater Basin stronghold, at 
least 6 were at Burchard L SRA 2-6 Jun (JGu,NR,BP,LP) , and up to 6 
were at Arbor L WMA through the period (LEi). 

Orchard Oriole: Now fairly common statewide, westerly reports were 
from James Ranch 17 Jul (SLe) and CLNWR, where 7 were counted 6-7 
Jun (LMa,MFr). 

Northern Oriole: While "Bullock's" types are limited to the 
Panhandle and "Baltimore" types are rare there, occurring mainly as 
spring migrants, most NE birds show some indication of 
hybridization. Pure-appearing Baltimores are rare, however, in the 
Panhandle in summer; 1 was at Oliver Res SRA 24 Jun (WRS). 

Red Crossbill: A pair of adults with 4-5 juveniles was seen in the 
Keya Paha Co. portion of the Niobrara Valley Preserve 18 Jun 
(LRa,RHa) , while a single bird was at Pine Glen WMA 13 Jun (NR) . 
Breeding in this area has not yet been confirmed, and, because this 
species generally nests during the winter months, family groups may 
be far from the hatching area by June. 

OBSERVERS 

Jan DeGarmo (JDG), Elmwood; Kevin DeGarmo (KDG), Elmwood; Larry 
Einemann (LEi), Lincoln; Carol Falk (CF), Nebraska City; Laurence 
L. Falk (LLF), Nebraska City; Marlin French (MFr), Ellsworth; Joe 
Gubanyi (JGu), Seward; Robin Harding (RHa), Gibbon; Thomas Hoffman 
(THo), Omaha; Bill F. Huser (BFH), South Sioux City; Jan Johnson 
(JJo), Wakefield; Joel Jorgensen (JoJ), Blair; Alice Kenitz (AKe), 
Gering; Lucy Koenig (LKo), Scottsbluff; Sandy Lemmon (SLe), 
Crawford; Larry Malone (LMa), Scottsbluff; Babs Padelford (BP) , 
Bellevue; Loren Padelford (LP), Bellevue; Lanny Randolph (LRa), 
Gibbon; Neal Ratzlaff (NR), Omaha; W. Ross Silcock (WRS), Tabor, 
IA; Edna Claire Thomas (ECT), Morrill; Donald Wood (DWo), Elmwood; 
Gertrude Wood (GWo), Elmwood. 


WHOOPING CRANE SIGHTINGS DURING SPRING MIGRATION, MARCH-MAY, 1995 
Steven Anschutz, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
203 West Second St., Grand Island, NE 68801 


Dates and locations of confirmed and probable sightings in Nebraska 
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presented in the following table. The first number under "No. 
a *L e cranes" re f e rs to adults and the second number to young birds. 

* legal descriptions of locations by township and range are 
T . tted but may be obtained from the NBR Editor or from Wally 
n at the address under the title. There were six unconfirmed 
'editings in Nebraska between March 9 and May 10 from Boyd, 
Buffalo, Hamilton, Hall, and Holt Counties. 


ci ghtinq Date. 


No. of Cranes Location 


firm ed Sightings:. 
2/10/95 


0+1 Lincoln Co., h mi.west of 

North Platte. 


4/5/95 


4/14/95 


4+0 Kearney Co., Gleason 

Waterfowl Production Area, 

4 mi. west, 4 mi. south of 
Minden. 

2 + 0 Buffalo Co., Platte River, 

5 mi. south, 1 mi. west of 
Gibbon. 


4/17-21/95 


2 + 0 Phelps Co. , 4 mi. north, 8% 

mi. east of Holdrege, Funk 
WPA. 


4/25/95 


4+1 Lincoln Co., 9 mi. south, 

4 mi. west of Arnold. 


4/30-5/2/85 

3 + 0 

Furnas Co., 6 mi. east of 
Beaver City. 

5/8-14/95 

1 + 0 

Hall Co., Platte River, 5 
mi. west, % mi. north 
of Doniphan. 


Probable Sightings: 

4/20/95 

4/21/95 


1+0 Custer Co., flying 10 mi. 

southwest of Callaway. 

1 + 0 Holt Co., flying 5 mi. east 

of Inman. 


5/16/95 

1 + 0 

Hall Co., 2 mi. south of 
Alda bridge. 

5/28/95 

1 + 0 

Keya Paha/Brown 

Niobrara River, 
downstream from 
bridge. 

Cos., 
1 mi. 
Norden 


A peak population of 132 (125 adult/subadult and 7 juvenile) 
Whooping Cranes was reported at Aransas National Wildlife Refuge 
during the winter of 1994-95. An additional juvenile wintered with 
Sandhill Cranes in west-central Oklahoma. No birds were lost during 
the winter. The 133 cranes beginning the spring migration represent 
a net decrease of 2 birds from the 135 present in spring, 1994. A 
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census flight on March 23, 1995 revealed that all 132 cranes froa 
Aransas were present. By April 6, about 60 cranes had begun to 
migrate, and by April 18 only 10 cranes were present at Aransas. 
All but two cranes had migrated by May 15 and, at last report, 
these two birds were still at Aransas. 

The juvenile that had wintered in Oklahoma, migrated with 
Sandhill Cranes and on February 1 was observed at Optima National 
Wildlife Refuge in the Oklahoma panhandle. It apparently migrated 
with Sandhill Cranes to North Platte, Nebraska, where it was 
confirmed on February 10. This was the first Whooping Crane ever 
confirmed in Nebraska during February. Cold, snowy weather sent the 
bird back south to Optima, where it was observed on February 17. It 
then decided to visit southeastern Colorado, where it was last seen 
March 10 - April 2 north of Lamar. 

The weather was a big factor during the spring migration 
because of snow/rain and persistent north winds, particularly in 
the Northern Great Plains during April. Heavy snow (1-3 feet), 
accompanied by strong north winds, produced blizzard conditions in 
parts of Nebraska and South Dakota on April 10-11 and 17-18. The 
most unusual sighting was the confirmation of 8 Whooping Cranes 
flying north of Denver on April 20, the furthest west that birds 
from the Wood Buffalo flock have ever been reported in Colorado. 

The first dates recorded for confirmed observations of 
migrating Whooping Cranes were April 5 in the United States 
(Nebraska) and April 16 in Canada. The last sighting date was May 
8 in both the U.S. (Nebraska) and Canada (Saskatchewan). Sightings 
were reported from Oklahoma (2); Kansas (2); Colorado (2); Nebraska 

(7) ; South Dakota (7); North Dakota (1); and Saskatchewan, Canada 

( 8 ) . 


NOTES ON BIRD SIGHTINGS IN NEBRASKA 

During the summer of 1995, I saw the following species around 
my home near Wauneta, where I supplied lots of pans of water, and 
on a trip to Imperial, both in Chase County: Swainson's Hawk, Rock 
Dove, Mourning Dove, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Common Nighthawk, 
Chimney Swift, Red-headed Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Northern 
Flicker, Western Kingbird, Eastern Kingbird, Blue Jay, House Wren, 
American Robin, Brown Thrasher, Bell's Vireo, Northern Cardinal, 
Black-headed Grosbeak, Lark Sparrow, Common Grackle, Orchard 
Oriole, Northern Oriole, House Finch, House Sparrow. 

- L. Iola Pennington, RR2 Box 119, Wauneta, NE 69045 


WINTERING BALD EAGLE SURVEY IN CENTRAL NEBRASKA, 1994-1995 
Mark M. Peyton 

Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District 
P.0. Box 188, Gothenburg, NE 69138-0188 

The Central Nebraska Public Power and Irrigation District 
(Central) and Nebraska Public Power District conducted monitoring 
studies from 1987 to 1991 to evaluate the use by wintering Bald 
Eagles of the canal and lake systems associated with Federal 
Energy Regulation Commission (FERC) Projects 1417 and 1835. The 
results of these studies were reported by Plettner (1990 and 
1993), Stalmaster (1990), and Stalmaster and Plettner (1991). 
Central has continued to monitor Bald Eagles along Central's 
canal and lake system since 1992. Ten locations, which the 1987- 
91 studies identified as having the highest number of wintering 
Bald Eagles, were used for the 1992-94 observations (Schmid, 
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1 q 93 * Peyton, 1994). The survey was expanded in 1994-95 to 
■ elude 6 additional sites, and the results from the 16 sites are 
presented in this paper. 


STUDY AREA 

The Central District's Supply Canal is 75 miles long. It 
begins near North Platte at Central's Diversion Dam, which is 
located on the Platte River about one-half mile below the 
confluence of the North and South Platte Rivers, and ends at the 
j-2 River Return near Lexington (Fig. 1). Twenty-six small 
reservoirs, ranging from less than an acre to 2,500 acres, and 
three hydroelectric plants are located along the canal. 



Figure 1: Survey Sites forBa/d Eagles Between the Platte River Bridge South of Overton and 
the Central District Diversion Dam. 


Ten locations were surveyed in 1992-94. From east to west 
they are: the Platte River from the Bertrand Road to the J-2 
River Return; the Canaday Steam Plant; bridges 73.4 and 72.4, 
located on the Supply Canal 73.4 and 72.4 miles, respectively, 
from the headgates of the canal, and south (approximately 3.7 
miles for both bridges) and east (approx. 1.9 miles for bridge 
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73.4, 1 mi for bridge 72.4) of the Lexington 1-80 interchange on 
a graveled county road; the J-2 Hydroplant; East Phillips Lake; 
the J-l Hydroplant; Johnson Lake; Plum Creek Lake; and Gallagher 
Canyon Lake. 

The six additional sites added in 1994-95 are; the Platte River 
bridge south of Overton; Midway Lake; Hiles Canyon Lake; the 
headgates of 30-Mile Canal; Jeffrey Hydroplant; and the Central 
District Diversion Dam. 


METHODS 

A total of 12 Bald-Eagle surveys were conducted weekly from 
9 December, 1994 to 22 February, 1995. Surveys began at 8:00 a.m. 
CDT, and were concluded by 3:00 p.m. The observer drove to the 
designated observation points and counted the birds visible from 
each point, noting any special conditions. Birds were identified 
as adults, juveniles, or unknown if age could not be determined. 

RESULTS 

A total of 569 Bald-Eagle sightings were made from the 16 
selected locations. Eagles were seen on each of the 12 days of 
the survey, and at least once from every location except Hiles 
Canyon Lake. The highest total counts per location were at 
Johnson Lake (163), the J-2 Hydroplant (101), and the 30-Mile 
Canal headgates (58) (Table 1) . 

Table 1. Total counts of Bald Eagles seen during 12 surveys along 
the Central District Supply Canal in 1994-95. 


Location Adults 

Overton 17 
Platte River 23 
Canaday Steam Plant 3 
Bridge 73.4 6 
Bridge 72.4 9 
J-2 Hydroplant 82 
East Phillips Lake 15 
J-l Hydroplant 10 
Johnson Lake 118 
Plum Creek Lake 44 
Gallagher Canyon Lake 29 
Midway Lake 5 
Hiles Canyon Lake 0 
30-Mile Canal headgates 36 
Jeffrey Hydroplant 17 
Diversion Dam 22 


Totals 436 
Percent of Total 76.6 
Average per Day 35.8 


Juveniles 

Unknown 

Total 

5 

2 

24 

5 

0 

28 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

6 

1 

0 

10 

19 

0 

101 

3 

0 

18 

1 

0 

11 

42 

3 

163 

8 

0 

52 

9 

0 

38 

1 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

20 

2 

58 

3 

0 

20 

6 

3 

31 

123 

10 

569 

21.6 

1.8 

100 

10.0 

0.8 

46.7 


The highest single count was 97 Bald Eagles on 8 February, 
the lowest count was 8 on 9 December, and the average was 47 per 
day (Table 2). Immature eagles comprised 21.6% of the total 
count, with a high of 26 on 15 February and a daily average of 
10. The percentage of immature eagles per survey ranged from 5.5% 
on 21 December to 34.4% on 22 February. 

From the original ten locations, between the Platte River 
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below the J-2 River return and Gallagher Canyon lake, 430 Bald 
E aqies were counted in 1994-95 for an average of 35.8 eagles per 
JLy. This is slightly higher than 33.2 eagles per day seen at 
these locations in 1992-93, and much lower than 57.1 eagles per 
day i n 1993-94. Figure 3 shows a week-by-week comparison of the 
Bald Eagles seen at these locations over the three-year period. 


Table 2 : Week-by-Week Results of 12 Bald Eagle Surveys 
along the Central District's Supply Canal during 1994-95 

Date 

Adults 

Juveniles 

Unknown 

Total 

12-9-94 

5 

3 

0 

8 

12-14-94 

13 

4 

0 

17 

12-21-94 

16 

1 

1 

18 

12-28-94 

41 

5 

1 

47 

1-4-95 

15 

6 

0 

21 

1-11-95 

21 

3 

0 

24 

1-18-95 

46 

7 

3 

56 

1-25-95 

52 

18 

3 

73 

2-1-95 

56 

9 

0 

65 

2-8-95 

77 

19 

1 

97 

2-15-95 

51 

26 

2 

79 

2-22-95 

42 

22 

0 

64 

Total 

435 

123 

11 

569 

Average 

36.3 

10.3 

0.9 

47.4 


1992-95 Eagle Counts 



1994-95 1993-94 1992-93 


Figure 3: A Comparison of the &a(d Eagles Counted at Ten Locations along the Central District Supply 
Canal from mid-December to March in 1992-93, 1993-94 and 1994-95. 
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FIRST NESTING RECORDS FOR MISSISSIPPI KITE IN NEBRASKA 

Stephen J. Dinsmore, 4024 Arkansas Drive, Ames, IA 50014 
and W. Ross Silcock, P.0. Box 300, Tabor, IA 51653 

Mississippi Kites are regular visitors to Nebraska. Prior to 
1974, there were four reports for the state (NBR 33:49. 1965), 
but it has occurred almost annually since then. Almost all 
reports are from the North Platte and Missouri River valleys, 
with concentrations of sightings at Fontenelle Forest in Sarpy 
County, near Aurora in Polk County, and, most recently, in 
Ogallala, Keith County. Of 39 dated reports, 12 were in May and 
13 in September, suggesting spring overshoot migrants and fall 
dispersal. The first summer report was an adult at Shoemaker 
Island, Hall County on 10 July, 1983 (NBR 51:90). Several other 
reports are suggestive of breeding. A single bird was seen in 
Ogallala in 1992, and a territorial male was observed there in 
1993 (Richard C. Rosch6, pers. comm.). 

On 6 August, 1994, we found at least 11 Mississippi Kites 
soaring over the north edge of Ogallala, especially in the 
vicinity of the hospital. The birds appeared to be foraging and 
captured several large insects, including a butterfly and a large 
locust. Our highest count was eight adults and three subadults. 
The large number of birds suggested that they were breeding 
nearby, and we watched individual birds in the hope that they 
might lead us to a nest. After less than 15 minutes of 
observations, a lone adult suddenly dropped from an elevation of 
several hundred feet and disappeared into a group of large trees 
in a nearby residential section of the town. We drove to the area 
and, at 3:50 p.m. MDT (Mountain Daylight Time), found a nest 
containing two nearly full-grown young. The nest was located 35- 
40 feet above ground in the crotch of a large American elm. It 
consisted of a loose platform of small twigs, similar in size and 
shape to that of an American Crow (pers. obs.). The nest was 
located in a vacant lot east of the residence at 515 East 5th 
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eet. the residents of that house told us that the kites had 
r nesting in the same tree for the past several years. We 
k ee - ne( j near the nest for about 3 0 minutes. The young were fed 
locusts by an adult every 2-3 minutes. One of the young 
13 mained in the nest while the other perched on a large limb 
several feet from the nest. Both birds appeared capable of 
flight, judging from their large size and well-developed 
orimaries, but neither bird was observed in flight. 

P At approximately 4:30 p.m. MDT, we located a second kite 
nest just a few blocks west of the first nest and just west of 
St. Lukes Park, or just southwest of the intersection of East 4th 
St", and East B St. The nest was also in an American elm, about 40 
feet above ground, and was similar in appearance to the first 
nest. It contained an unknown number of small, young birds, which 
wer e*being fed by two adults. 

On 6 August, 1995, we returned to Ogallala and observed at 
least nine adult kites soaring in the vicinity of the hospital 
an d in the Boot Hill area. As in 1994, most of the birds appeared 
to be capturing large locusts, but we watched one adult kite 
c hase and eventually capture a Cliff Swallow, apparently a rare 
phenomenon. Bent (1937) noted that, "Birds apparently are never 
molested, and small birds show no fear of it." However, 
Mississippi Kites do on occasion attack Chimney Swifts and Cliff 
Swallows (Palmer 1988). At approximately 9:40 a.m. MDT, we 
located a nest about 40 feet above ground in a large, dying elm 
tree behind the house at 1122 E. B St. The nest contained one 
large, young bird. 

These are the first documented nesting records for 
Mississippi Kites in Nebraska, and apparently the northernmost 
for the U.S. The species has bred as close as Ellis County, 

Kansas (Thompson and Ely 1989), and is consolidating its range 
and increasing in numbers in the Great Plains, mainly in response 
to extensive shelterbelt plantings (Palmer 1988). 
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CATTLE EGRETS NESTING IN KEITH COUNTY 
Stephen J. Dinsmore, 4024 Arkansas Drive, Ames, IA 50014 
and W. Ross Silcock, P.O. Box 300, Tabor, IA 51653 

On 6 August, 1994, we observed 31 Cattle Egrets perched in 
willows at the west end of Lake McConaughy, Keith County (NBR 62: 
104, 128. 1994). The habitat and the birds' behavior suggested 
that they were nesting, which we confirmed the next morning when 
we waded to the area. Eleven adult egrets were present and we 
found five nests, three with three eggs each and the other two 
nests under construction. All of the nests were in live willows 
and were 4-6 feet above the water surface. The willow thicket 
used by the egrets was one of several in the shallow water (2-3 
ee deep) along the old North Platte River channel at the upper 
n of Lake McConaughy. A single adult Snowy Egret was present on 
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6 August, but we found no evidence to suggest that it might have 
been nesting. We did not return to the colony to determine its 
fate, although heronries established so late in the season are 
probably seldom successful. 

Cattle Egrets are rare breeders in Nebraska. There are three 
additional breeding records as follows: adults on a nest in the 
Marsh Lakes area of Valentine National Wildlife Refuge, Garden 
County, in 1981 (Ducey 1984); 22 adults and 6 nests at the same 
location on 21-22 June, 1984 (Ducey 1984); and 70+ nests in 
extreme northeast Garfield County in 1994 (NBR 62: 128. 1994). 
Breeding usually occurs when local habitat conditions are just 
right, as was the case at this location in 1994. 
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NEBRASKA WATERFOWL STAMP AND NEAL R. ANDERSON 

In 1991, the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission established 
the Nebraska Waterfowl Stamp and commissioned Neal R. Anderson, a 
Nebraska native, to create the first stamp print. He also has 
designed a stamp each year from 1992 to 1995. The 1995 Nebraska 
Waterfowl Stamp Print depicts a pair of wood ducks in striking 
detail (see photo). Funds from the sale of the 1995 Stamp will be 
used to benefit the Nebraska Wildlife Habitat Fund. 



Neal R. Anderson and his 1995 Nebraska Waterfowl Print, 
commissioned by the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission. 

Neal Anderson has provided illustrations for several 
wildlife magazines including Nebraskaland, and he has designed 
Sponsor Prints for Ducks Unlimited in Nebraska, Kansas, Missouri, 
and North Dakota. He was a wimmer of the Federal Duck Stamp 
competition in 1989 and 1994 (see NBR 62 (2): 96. 1994). Over 36 
of his paintings have been produced in limited-edition prints, 
and his work is found in private and corporate collections 
throughout the United States and Canada. 

For further information about the 1995 Nebraska Waterfowl 
Stamp Prints, contact Jennifer von Allmen, Wild Wings, Inc., 

South Hwy. 61, Box 451, Lake City, Minnesota 55041, Phone 
612/345-5355 or FAX 612/345-2981. 
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NEBRASKA ORNITHOLOGISTS' UNION (NOU) 1995 ANNUAL MEETING 


ircte^ items (from NOU Newsletter, May/June 1995, Editor: Neal 
- Ratzlaff) : 

pipntipn of Officers and Appointments to the Records Committee . 

At the NOU annual meeting on May 20, 1995, all the incumbent 
fficers were reelected for 1995-96 and are listed on the back 
°over of The Nebraska Bird Review. Thomas Labedz, Lincoln, was 
elected to the Board of Directors for a three-year term to 
succeed Roger Sharpe, Omaha, who completed his term. 

On the Records Committee, the Board approved three-year 
terms for Robin Harding, Gibbon; Joel Jorgensen, Blair; and 
Thomas Labedz, Lincoln. They replaced the expired terms of Alan 
Grenon and Rick Wright, and the resignation of William Scharf, 
who moved away from Nebraska. The Board approved the 
reappointment of Mark Brogie, Creighton, to a second three-year 
term. The other members of the Records Committee are Bill Huser, 
South Sioux City; Loren Padelford, Bellevue; Ross Silcock, Tabor, 
IA* and Joe Gubanyi, Chairperson, Seward. [Ed.: The Records 
Committee was formed in 1985. Its purposes are to review and 
document unusual reports of birds seen in Nebraska; to keep 
current an official list of the birds occurring in Nebraska, with 
documented evidence that is maintained for use by researchers; 
and to provide guidance in methods of improving identification 
and documentation. This is a very important committee, and the 
commitment of its members is recognized and appreciated.] 

wildlife Diversity Funding Initiative . 

At the annual meeting, both the Board of Directors and the 
NOU membership approved the endorsement of the Wildlife Diversity 
Funding Initiative, which requires passage of a law by Congress 
to provide funding for non-game fish and wildlife. The funds 
would be obtained from a surcharge on outdoor recreational 
equipment such as binoculars, cameras, etc, and would be used for 
a national Wildlife Diversity Program, including conservation, 
education, and recreation projects. The proposed initiative would 
be similar to the Wildlife Restoration Act, which provides funds 
for the conservation of game species from surcharges on guns and 
ammunition, and the Sport Fish Restoration Act, where funding 
comes from surcharges on rods, reels, and other fishing gear. The 
Nebraska Game and Parks Commission is developing a coalition of 
supporting organizations and individuals, because there needs to 
be evidence of support from those who buy and use the equipment. 
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FALL FIELD REPORT, AUGUST-NOVEMBER 1995 
Compiled by 

W. Ross Silcock, P.O. Box 300, Tabor, IA 51653 
INTRODUCTION 

Generally this was a "normal” fall, if there is such a thing; 
a few new early and late dates but no pattern, a few notable 
species showing or absent, and a few rarities. Grebes and loons 
were in evidence, including Red-throated and Pacific Loons and Red¬ 
necked Grebe, but geese did not arrive (or were not reported) in 
great numbers by the end of the period. The less common herons 
were in good numbers, notably Snowy Egret, and also Little Blue 
Heron and Yellow-crowned Night-Heron. Notable for their absence 
were the thrushes; few Swainson's were found, and no Gray-cheeked, 
Veery, or Hermit, although it should be said that these are not 
common in fall in Nebraska, based on published data. 

Reporters continue to do a diligent job, much appreciated. I 
would like a little more detail with reports on unusual species and 
dates, however. I encourage anyone who is not now reporting to at 
least send in their highlights; there is no "official" reporting 
form. Observers are evolving their own reporting systems to fit 
their methods of recording sightings. Key information to report is 
early and late dates for species not resident, and best counts for 
all species. 


CORRECTIONS 

In the Spring Field Report, I incorrectly located 3 of Larry 
Malone's records at Fontenelle Forest rather than the correct 
location, Fontanelle, a town north of Fremont. These records are: 
4 Wood Thrushes on 20 May, 3 Nashville Warblers on 21 May, and 3 
Magnolia Warblers on 21 May. My apologies. 

ABBREVIATIONS 

Initials in parentheses refer to observers; a list follows 
this report. 

* = documented; please refer to The Nebraska Bird Review 54:74-77. 
1986 for information about writing documentations, and the Official 
List of the Birds of Nebraska (NBR 56:86-96. 1988), which indicates 
that all birds whose status is less than Regular (occurring more 
often than 9-10 of the past 10 years) should be documented. It is 
also important to document very early or very late records of 
Regular species. The best available reference for such dates is 
Johnsgard's "A Preliminary List of the Birds of Nebraska and 
Adjacent Plains States", much of which was published in 1980 in NBR 
48:26-36 (non-passerines) and NBR 48:46-57 (passerines). 

ad - adult; CBC = Christmas Bird Count; FFNC = Fontenelle Forest 
Nature Center; FWA - Federal Waterfowl Area; L = Lake; mob — many 
observers; NE - Nebraska; NNF - Nebraska National Forest; NOU = 
Nebraska Ornithologists' Union; NWR = National Wildlife Refuge; R 

* River; Res = Reservoir; SL = Sewage Lagoons; SP = State 

Park; SRA = State Recreation Area; UNL = University of Nebraska- 
Lincoln; UNSM - University of Nebraska State Museum; WMA = Wildlife 
Management Area; WPA = Waterfowl production Area. 

GAZETTEER 

Place names, not listed here, can be located in a road atlas; most 
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of the following places can be located in the Nebraska Sportsman's 
Atlas, available in most larger bookstores. 

Arbor L WMA (Lancaster Co); Arbor Lodge Farm (Otoe); Atlanta Marsh 
WPA (Phelps); Bessey Division, NNF (Thomas); Branched Oak SRA 
(Lancaster); Carter Canyon (Scotts Bluff); Carter L (Douglas); 
Chain L (Holt); Clear Creek WMA (Keith/Garden); Collins L (Grant); 
Conestoga SRA (Lancaster); Crescent Lake NWR (CLNWR) (Garden); 
Crystal Cove L (Dakota); Davis Creek Rec Area (Valley); 

DeSoto NWR (Washington); Eckhardt Lagoon WPA (Clay); Elwood Res WMA 
(Gosper); Fahrenholz Ponds (0.5 mile n, 3.5 miles e of Dixon, 
Dixon); Fontenelle Forest Nature Center (FF) (Sarpy); Fort Robinson 
SP (Sioux/Dawes); Funk Lagoon WPA (Phelps); Gavin's Point Dam 
(Knox/Cedar); George Syas WMA (Platte); Gering SL (Scotts Bluff); 
Cunningham L (Douglas); Hansen Lagoon WPA (Clay); Harlan Co. Res 
(Harlan); Harvard Marsh WPA (Clay); Jack Sinn WMA 
(Lancaster/Saunders); James Ranch (Fort Robinson SP, Sioux); Jensen 
Lagoon WPA (Kearney); Johnson L SRA (Gosper); Kilpatrick L (Box 
Butte); Kingsley Dam (Keith); Kiowa WMA (Scotts Bluff); Kissinger 
Basin WMA (Clay) ; L Babcock (Platte) ; L C.W. McConaughy (LM) 
(Keith); L Minatare SRA (Scotts Bluff); L North (Platte); Lewis and 
Clark L (Knox); Long L SRA (Brown); Macon Lakes WPA (Franklin); 
Mallard Haven WPA (Fillmore); Medicine Creek Res SRA (Frontier); 
Monroe Canyon (Sioux); Neale Woods (Nature Center, Douglas); 
Niobrara SP (Knox); North Lake Basin WMA (Seward); North Platte NWR 
(NPNWR) (Scotts Bluff); Offutt Base L (Sarpy); Oliver Res SRA 
(Kimball); Palmer L (Sheridan); Pawnee L SRA (Lancaster); Pearson 
Basin (private; Fillmore); Peterson FWA (Gosper); Piebel L SRA 
(Wheeler); Ponca SP (Dixon); Ponderosa WMA (Dawes); Pressey WMA 
(Custer); Rainwater Basin (potholes in several counties of sc and 
se NE) ; (Lillian Annette) Rowe Sanctuary (Buffalo); Sacramento- 
Wilcox WMA (Phelps); Schramm SRA (Sarpy); Sinninger Lagoon WPA 
(York); Smith L WMA (Sheridan); Snyder Bend (Dakota); Sowbelly 
Canyon (Sioux); Stagecoach L SRA (Lancaster); Standing Bear L 
(Douglas); Summit Res SRA (Burt); Sutherland Res SRA (Lincoln); 
Theesen WPA (Clay); Two Rivers SRA/WMA (Douglas); Victor L FWA 
(Gosper); Wagon Train SRA (Lancaster); Wehrspann L (Sarpy); Walgren 
L SRA (Sheridan); Whitney L (Dawes); Wildcat Hills (Scotts Bluff); 
Wildwood WMA (Lancaster); Willow L WMA (Brown); Zorinsky L 
(Douglas). 

SPECIES ACCOUNTS 

Red-throated Loon: The 3rd documented record for the state was one 
at Branched Oak SRA on 5 Nov (*JoJ) . Prior records were a juvenile 
at Standing Bear L 19 Nov 1993 (NBR 62:3), and a fall 1899 specimen 
from Frontier Co. There are, however, about 17 additional 
undocumented reports. 

Pacific Loon: The 2 at LM (see Summer) dwindled to a single ad 
there until at least 6 Aug (SJD,WRS). Nebraska's 10th record was a 
juvenile whose chinstrap was detected at Wagontrain L on 19 Nov 
(*JoJ). 

Common Loon: Rounding out an excellent "loon fall", were good 
counts of this species, including 7 at Summit Res SRA 30 Oct (JoJ) . 
Singles were at LM 6 Aug (WRS) and 21 Oct (JMo) , and 2, possibly 
those which summered, were still at NPNWR 13 Nov (LKo). Migrants 
are concentrated in e NE, however, where a total of about 30 were 
seen 17 Oct-18 Nov (mob). 

Pied-billed Grebe: Best count was the summer population, enhanced 
by young, of 118 at CLNWR 11 Aug (MFr). Best fall count was 40 at 
NPNWR on 6 Oct, while latest were 2 there 21 Nov (LKo) and 1 still 
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at Offutt Base L on 30 Nov (BP,LP). 

Horned Grebe: Earliest was 1 at CLNWR 27 Sep (LMa), best counts 12 
at Branched Oak SRA on 29 Oct (JoJ) and at Stagecoach L on 12 Nov 
(LEi); 2 were still at the latter on 26 Nov (JoJ). 

Red-necked Grebe: Very rare in NE, probably only of casual 
occurrence, there were 2 reports from the Gavin's Point Dam area: 
1 was on Lewis and Clark L 24-26 Oct (MBr fide NR) , and another, in 
basic plumage, was at the dam 25 Nov (BFH). 

Eared Grebe: A good late summer count of 315 was made at CLNWR 
(MFr) ; only 1 remained as of 23 Oct (LMa) . Last were 5 at Branched 
Oak SRA 15 Oct (JoJ) and 4 at Sutherland Res 21 Oct (JMo) . Few were 
noted in e NE. 

Western Grebe: Numbers peaked at LM 6 Aug, when 2200 were found 
(SJD,WRS) ; 1000 were still there 21 Oct (JMo) . Latest were 5 at 

Medicine Creek Res 16 Nov (LRa,RHa) . Easterly were about 5 birds in 
Lancaster Co 1 Oct (JoJ) through 8 Nov (LEi), 2 at Gavin's Point 
Dam 4 Nov (BFH), and 1 at DeSoto Bend NWR 4 Nov (BP,LP). 

American White Pelican: No large groups were reported from w NE. 
Best count was a rather modest 400 at Branched Oak SRA 31 Aug 
(JoJ), while around 300 were still there 16 Sep (JMo,LEi). Earliest 
in e NE were 18 at Branched Oak SRA 14 Aug (BP,LP) , and 2 were 
tardy at both Medicine Creek Res (LRa,RHa) and Stagecoach L (LEi) 
on 12 Nov. 

Double-crested Cormorant: Nesting occurred at the w end of Harlan 
Co Res, where 9 nests were noted 6 Aug (SJD,WRS) . Best counts were 
507 at NPNWR 6 Oct (LKo) , 400 rather late for such a large group at 
Harlan Co Res 5 Nov (LRa,RHa) , and 370 at Branched Oak SRA on 8 Oct 
(BP,LP). One was still at Wagontrain L 25 Nov (LEi). 

American Bittern: One was at Lakeside 5 Aug (WRS) , and up to 4 were 
at CLNWR through 25 Oct (MFr,LMa). The only report from e NE was 1 
at Jack Sinn WMA 4 Oct (LEi) and from the Rainwater Basin 1 at Funk 
Lagoon WPA 30 Sep (LRa,RHa). 

Least Bittern: None were reported. 

Great Blue Heron: Best counts were 41 in Lancaster Co on 10 Sep 
(LEi) and 37 at NPNWR 5 Sep (LKo) . Numbers increase in late summer 
as birds congregate at favored feeding locations after breeding. A 
few were still present in late Nov, as is usual. 

Great Egret: None were reported w of Phelps Co; best counts were 2 6 
at Funk Lagoon WPA on 20 Aug (JoJ) and 20 in se Otoe Co 1 Aug 
(LLF). One observer (JoJ) totalled 38 for the season. Last were 8 
still in Otoe Co on 9 Oct (LLF). 

Snowy Egret: This was an outstanding fall for this species, with 
about 30 reported, most in the Rainwater Basin. Up to 16 were at 
Funk Lagoon WPA 6 Aug (SJD,WRS) through 30 Sep (LRa,RHa), peaking 
on 20 Aug (JoJ) . Singles were at CLNWR 9 Aug and 12 Sep (LMa) , the 
most westerly reports. Last was 1 at Wehrspann L 5 Oct (JoJ). 
Little Blue Heron: This was a good fall for this uncommon species 
also, with 6 found, all immatures. Earliest was 1 se of Fort 
Calhoun 27-28 Aug (JoJ) , 4 were at Funk Lagoon WPA on 4 Sep 

(LRa,RHa), and 1 was at Pawnee L SRA 23 Sep (LEi). 

Cattle Egret: Reports were statewide, although 1 at NPNWR 22 Sep 

was the first refuge record (LMa) ; 1 was near Gering 21 Sep (AKe) . 

At CLNWR numbers peaked at 12 on 9 Aug and last was there 27 Sep 
(LMa,MFr) . Best counts were 85 in Otoe Co 18 Aug (LLF) , 28 at 

DeSoto Bend NWR on 2 Oct (JoJ) , and 20 at Funk Lagoon WPA on 30 Sep 

(LRa,RHa). Last was 1 at Pawnee L SRA 23 Oct (LP,BP). 

Green Heron: Few were reported; LEi noted only 2 in Lancaster Co 
for the season. Last was 1 in n Saunders Co 24 Sep (THo). 
Black-crowned Night-Heron: Best counts were in the Rainwater Basin, 
where 12 were at Funk Lagoon WPA 23 Sep (LRa,RHa) and 11 at Hansen 
WPA 10 Sep (JoJ) . Last was 1 at CLNWR on 3 Nov (MFr) , a rather late 
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date. 

Yellow-crowned Night-Heron: Three reports of 4 birds were from the 
Rainwater Basin, where a juvenile was sw of Geneva 11 Aug (JoJ), 
and an immature was at Funk Lagoon WPA 4 Sep (LRa,RHa), and from 
Otoe Co, where 2 immatures were seen 7 Aug (SJD). This species is 
probably regular as a post-breeding visitor to the Rainwater Basin. 
White-faced Ibis: This was a good fall for this species also, with 
over 50 reported. JoJ found 36 in the Rainwater Basin 18 Aug-17 
Sep, peaking with 16 at Funk Lagoon WPA on 20 Aug, while at CLNWR 
20 were counted 12 Sep (LMa). Funk Lagoon WPA had 4 as early as 6 
Aug (SJD), and last were 3 there 30 Sep (LRa,RHa). 

Trumpeter Swan: Best count was of 6 at Whitman on 6 Oct (AKe) , 
presumably a family group. 

Greater White-fronted Goose: This species, along with Snow Goose, 
is not nearly as prominent in fall as in spring; fall migration is 
more leisurely, with fewer concentrations occurring. Best counts 
were only 2 00 at Funk Lagoon WPA 23 Nov (RHa,LRa) and 125 at 
Gavin's Point Dam 4 Nov (BFH). Probably summer stragglers were 1 at 
North Lake Basin WMA 5 Aug (JoJ) and 4 at Harvard Marsh WPA 11 Aug 
(JoJ). 

Snow Goose: More likely to the w than the previous species, 220 
were over Ponderosa WMA 28 Oct (LMa) , while in e NE best counts 
were 200 at Branched Oak SRA 29 Oct (JMo) and 150 at Funk Lagoon 
WPA 23 Nov (LRa,RHa). Up to 21 were at North Lake Basin from late 
Jun through at least 11 Aug (JoJ). 

Ross* Goose: The only report (only observer who looked?) was of 3 
at DeSoto Bend NWR 4 Nov (JoJ). 

Canada Goose: Fall maximum at NPNWR was 11105 on 28 Nov (LKo), 
while "thousands" were at Funk Lagoon WPA 23 Nov (LRa,RHa) . Few 
others were reported, although maximum counts at favored locations 
provide useful data. 

Wood Duck: Best count was at NPNWR, where 71 were present 6 Oct 
(LKo) . Latest in the w was at NPNWR 9 Nov (LMa) , and in the e 1 was 
in Otoe Co 3 Nov (LLF). 

Green-winged Teal: As usual, largest concentrations were in the w, 
with 1600 at CLNWR on 23 Oct (LMa) and 412 at NPNWR 6 Oct (LKo) ; 12 
were there as late as 21 Nov (LMa) . A group of 10 on 4 Sep were 
rather early at Funk Lagoon WPA (LRa,RHa), while first migrants in 
e NE were 25 near Niobrara 16 Sep (JJo) and 5 in Lancaster Co 23 
Sep (LEi). Last were 5 at Loup City 25 Nov (LRa,RHa). 

American Black Duck: Not numerous in NE, but probably regular in 
the e, the only report was of 2 at DeSoto Bend NWR 1 Nov (JoJ). 
Mallard: Large concentrations occurred at NPNWR late in the period, 
with 88765 there on 28 Nov (LKo) . Best counts in c and e NE were 
7000 at Harlan Co Res 11 Nov (LRa,RHa) and 5000 in n Saunders Co 13 
Nov (THo) . The peak at CLNWR was rather early, with only 1026 there 
16 Sep (MFr). 

Northern Pintail: Fall numbers are not usually great, as was the 
case this fall. Best counts were only 68 at CLNWR on 30 Sep (MFr), 
compared with a late summer count of 22 there on 9 Aug (MFr) . The 
only sighting for the period in Lancaster Co by LEi was of 10 there 
18 Nov. 

Blue-winged Teal: Biggest concentrations were in w NE, with a peak 
of 1200 at CLNWR 12 Sep (LMa) , compared with high counts of 
"hundreds" at Funk Lagoon WPA on 13 Aug (LRa,RHa) and 120 in 
Lancaster Co 2 3 Sep (LEi) . Last in the w were 65 at CLNWR on 14 Oct 
(MFr), and in the Rainwater Basin in Buffalo Co 14 Oct (LRa,RHa), 
but a very late male was at Gavin's Point Dam 4 Nov (BFH). 
Cinnamon Teal: Rarely reported in fall, the only sightings were 
from CLNWR, where 1-2 were present through 14 Oct (MFr,LMa). 
Northern Shoveler: Another species which forms large concentrations 
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in w NE, preferring CLNWR as does Blue-winged Teal, most were there 
23 Oct, with 980 counted (LMa). There were still 29 in Scotts Bluff 
Co as late as 27 Nov (LMa) and 2 at Loup City 25 Nov (LRa,RHa) . 
Migrants were first noted in e NE on 16 Sep, with 1 at Arbor L WMA 
(LEi) ; most reported was 100 at Johnson L SRA 29 Oct (LRa,RHa) , and 
last were 2 still Offutt Base L on 30 Nov (BP,LP). 

Gadwall: Best count was in w NE, with 1650 at CLNWR on 23 Oct 
(LMa) ; only 15 were there 9 Aug (LMa) . First in e NE were 10 at 
Arbor L WMA on 7 Oct (LEi), and 5 were still at Offutt Base L 30 
Nov (BP,LP) ; few were reported in e NE. Last in w NE were at Gering 
SL 6 Nov (AKe). 

Eurasian Wigeon: The only report was second or third hand, of 1 at 
L Yankton, much of which is in Cedar Co, although no details have 
been received (fide NR). There are very few fall records. 

American Wigeon: Best counts were from 2 w NE refuges, peaking at 
750 at CLNWR on 23 Oct (LMa) and 360 at NPNWR on 6 Oct (LKo) , 
although 200 were at Johnson L SRA 29 Oct (LRa,RHa) . Earliest in e 
NE were 2 at Branched Oak SRA 1 Oct (LEi) , while last were 2 there 
18 Nov (LEi) . Last in w NE were 2 in Scotts Bluff Co 11 Nov (LMa) , 
but as many as 30 were at Loup City as late as 25 Nov (LRa,RHa) . 
Uncommon in NE in mid-summer, 2 were at CLNWR 9 Aug (LMa) . 
Canvasback: CLNWR is a favored fall concentration point; 1200 were 
there 23 Oct (LMa), and 12 remained until at least 3 Nov (MFr). In 
contrast, the high count at NPNWR was only 19, on 17 Oct (LKo) . 
Earliest migrants outside the Sandhills breeding range were "some" 
at Johnson L SRA 29 Oct (LRa,RHa) , although most of the 461 at 
CLNWR on 14 Oct (LMa) were surely migrants. Latest in e NE were 2 
at Stagecoach L 12 Nov (LEi). 

Redhead: Best counts were in w NE; 2104 were at CLNWR on 27 Sep 
(LMa) and 493 at NPNWR on 17 Oct (LKo) . Latest were 1 in Scotts 
Bluff Co 26 Nov (LMa) and 2 at Stagecoach L 25 Nov (LEi). Earliest 
in e NE were 18 at Pawnee L SRA 26 Oct (BP,LP) , also the best count 
in e NE. 

Ring-necked Duck: Like the previous species, good counts occurred 
at CLNWR, with 2100 on 27 Sep (LMa) and NPNWR, with 509 on 17 Oct 
(LKo). Earliest in w NE were 5 at CLNWR on 12 Sep (LMa), and in c 
and e NE, at Willow L WMA 7 Oct (AKe) . By 25 Nov there were only 4 
at CLNWR (MFr). 

Greater Scaup: The only report was of 2 in Scotts Bluff Co 11 Nov 
(LMa) . This species is rare in NE; most records are on CBCs, 
apparently late migrants attempting to overwinter. 

Lesser Scaup: Large numbers bypassed Nebraska, with highs only 60 
at Stagecoach L 8 Nov (LEi) and 47 at NPNWR 3 Nov (LMa) . Earliest 
migrants were 3 in n Saunders Co 7 Oct (THo) . Last were 8 in Scotts 
Bluff Co 21 Nov (LMa) and 3 at Offutt Base L 30 Nov (BP,LP). 
Oldsguaw: Possibly 2 different birds were in ne NE for the only 
reports: an imm or female was at Gavin's Point Dam 4 Nov (BFH) , and 
another was at Niobrara SL 11-24 Nov (MBr fide NR). 

Black Scoter: The rarest of NE scoters, and probably only casual in 
occurrence, 1 appeared at Branched Oak SRA 23 Oct (*JoJ) , an early 
date, and was compared to a nearby Surf Scoter. 

Surf Scoter: There was a good showing of 5 birds this fall: 1 was 
early at Wehrspann L 5 Oct (JoJ) , a female-plumaged bird was at 
Sutherland Res 21 Oct (JMo) , 1 was at Branched Oak SRA 2 3 Oct 

(JoJ) , 1 was at Wildwood WMA 29 Oct (JoJ) , and finally another was 
at Wehrspann L 5 Nov (JoJ). 

White-winged Scoter: Usually considered the most likely scoter to 
appear in NE, only 2 sightings were made, although 4 birds were 
involved: 3 were at DeSoto Bend NWR 2 Nov (JoJ) , and 1 was at 
Stagecoach L 8 Nov (LEi). 

Common Goldeneye: First to appear was 


1 at NPNWR 3 Nov (LMa) 
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followed by 4 at Wagontrain L 8 Nov (LEi) . Best count by the 
period's end was 279 at NPNWR 14 Nov (LKo). 

Barrow's Goldeneye: Very rare in NE, but probably of casual 
occurrence at least in the North Platte valley, a male was reported 
at sandpits 2 miles w of Doniphan 25 Nov; it remained for the Grand 
island CBC and was compared with Common Goldeneyes (JJe). 
Bufflehead: A straggler remained at CLNWR at least until 15 Aug 
(LMa) . First migrants were 52 at CLNWR 16 Sep (MFr) , in c NE 45 
were at Calamus Res 21 Oct (LRa,RHa,LB1) , and in e NE 50 were at 
Stagecoach L on 8 Nov (LEi) . Best count was 310 at CLNWR 23 Oct 
(LMa). Many remained through the period. 

Hooded Merganser: A single at L Babcock 10 Sep (JoJ) may have 
summered, while a female at Branched Oak SRA (JMo) may have been a 
migrant. Best count was 17 at NPNWR 3 Nov (LMa), while 11 were at 
Wehrspann L 31 Oct (JoJ) . Offutt Base L still had 4 on 30 Nov 
(BP,LP). 

Common Merganser: Fall numbers peaked at NPNWR 14 Nov, when 5593 
were present; 156 were there 11 Aug (LKo) , as discussed in the 
Summer Report. First in c NE were 80 at Harlan Co Res 5 Nov 
(LRa,RHa) and in e NE 1 was at Stagecoach L on 8 Nov (LEi) . Best 
count for c and e NE was 3000 at Harlan Co Res 11 Nov (LRa,RHa), a 
preferred location for this species. 

Red-breasted Merganser: Earliest was 1 at NPNWR on 26 Oct (LMa), 
while best count was only 4, at NPNWR 3 Nov (LMa) and Summit Res 
SRA 31 Oct (JoJ). Latest were 3 at Branched Oak SRA 5 Nov (JoJ). 
Ruddy Duck: Peak numbers for this cold-sensitive species were "at 
least 1000" at Johnson Res SRA on 29 Oct (LRa,RHa) and 825 at CLNWR 
on 30 Sep (MFr) , while best in e NE was 200 at Branched Oak SRA 15 
Oct (JoJ) . Earliest in e NE were 4 at Branched Oak SRA on 8 Oct 
(BP,LP). Last in w NE were 10 at CLNWR on 13 Nov (MFr), but 1 was 
still at Offutt Base L 30 Nov (BP,LP). 

Turkey Vulture: A good count of 37 was made in se Otoe Co 3 Sep 
(LLF). Last were 6 near Gering 30 Sep (AKe), 1 at Ponca SP 15 Oct 
(JJo), and another in Otoe Co 18 Oct (LLF). 

Osprey: This species passes through NE in good numbers, with at 
least 3 0 reported. Best count was 9 in Lancaster Co (7 at Branched 
Oak SRA) on 10 Sep (LEi). First was 1 at Pawnee L SRA 20 Aug (LEi) 
and last 1 at NPNWR 13 Oct (LMa) and another rather late at Pawnee 
L SRA 18 Nov (LEi). 

Mississippi Kite: At least 9 adults and a nest with a young bird 
were at Ogallala (SJD,WRS), where ads were seen at least until 19 
Aug (BFH). 

Bald Eagle: First fall birds were 1 at Branched Oak SRA 16 Sep 
(JMo) and another in n Saunders Co 1 Oct (THo) . Best fall total ws 
a modest 18 at NPNWR 28 Nov (LKo). 

Northern Harrier: First migrant in e NE was 1 at Arbor L WMA 16 Sep 
(LEi). The small summer population at CLNWR increased to 21 on 12 
Oct (LMa). 

Sharp-shinned Hawk: First fall arrivals were 1 in Douglas Co 8 Sep 
(JoJ) and 2 at FF 15 Sep (BP,LP). 

Cooper's Hawk: A female in York Co 19 Aug (JoJ) may have summered 
nearby, although other early birds included 1 at Arbor Day Farm 7 
Sep (LLF) and a female at Weis Lagoon WPA 3 Sep (LRa,RHa). 
Northern Goshawk: The only report was of 1 at Ponderosa WMA 28 Oct 
(LMa), probably an early fall migrant, although this species is 
seen occasionally in summer along the Pine Ridge. 

Red-shouldered Hawk: The only report was from the regular location 
at FF, of 1 on 18 Oct (BP,LP). 

Broad-winged Hawk: The usual very few fall migrants were reported: 
1 at FF 9 Sep (BP,LP), another in Douglas Co 18 Sep (JoJ), and 2 at 
Jack Sinn WMA 24 Sep (JMo). Do concentrations occur in fall 
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anywhere in NE? 

Swainson's Hawk: Latest were 1 in Thomas Co 9 Oct (NR) and another 
at CLNWR 10 Oct (MFr) . Easterly were singles in Dixon Co 6 Sep 
(JJo) and in Saunders Co 10 Sep (BP,LP). The only flock was 11 in 
Clay Co 17 Sep (LRa,RHa). 

Red-tailed Hawk: Best counts were 30 in Dixon Co 23 Nov (JJo) and 
11 in se Otoe Co 10 Oct (LLF). 

Ferruginous Hawk: Easternmost was 1 in Blaine Co 8 Oct (fide NR). 
Rough-legged Hawk: Earliest was indeed early, at NPNWR on 19 Sep 
(LKo) ; most arrivals were in October, led by birds in Thomas and 
Blaine Cos 8 Oct (NR). 

Golden Eagle: Sandhills reports, presumably post-breeding 

dispersers, were 1 in Cherry Co 8 Oct (fide NR) and 2 in Thomas Co 
25 Oct (RGr). 

American Kestrel: Migrants appeared in mid-late Sep, with counts of 
18 in Dixon Co 16 Sep (JJo) and 14 near Gering 24 Sep (AKe). 
Merlin: A male n of Harrison 5 Aug (SJD) was of interest in that 
this species may breed rarely in the Pine Ridge. However, immatures 
and possibly failed breeders may appear early in fall, such as 1 at 
Pintail WMA as early as 19 Aug (JoJ) . Through the period, an 
additional 14 birds were found from the Rainwater Basin eastward. 
Peregrine Falcon: This species is becoming a regular spring and 
fall migrant through the Rainwater Basin, where singles were seen 
17 Sep at both Harvard WPA and Hansen Lagoon WPA (JoJ) , and 3 miles 
n of Lushton on 28 Oct (NR). Apparently hunting prairie grouse was 
1 near Halsey 7-8 Oct (fide NR), while another was seen in Dodge Co 
20 Sep (JoJ). 

Prairie Falcon: At least 1 was as far e as the Thomas, Blaine, and 
Cherry Cos area for the fall NOU meeting 6-8 Oct (fide NR), while 
another was near Eddyville 6 Oct (LRa,RHa). 

Gray Partridge: None were reported. 

Ring-necked Pheasant: Best counts were 35 in Dixon Co 4 Sep (JJo) 
and 18 at CLNWR on 23 Oct (LMa). 

Greater Prairie-Chicken: Upper Loup Valley populations seem to be 
in good shape, with several seen 6-7 Oct at the NOU meeting (fide 
NR) , and 40 at Davis Creek Rec Area 25 Nov (LRa,RHa) . In ne Kearney 
Co 2 were seen 15 Oct (LRa,RHa). 

Sharp-tailed Grouse: As expected, several were found during the NOU 
meeting 6-7 Oct in the Blaine/Thomas Co area (fide NR) . Of interest 
in an area where this species is re-establishing itself, according 
to a local rancher, possibly due to CPR grassland, a flock of 16 
was seen about 8 miles sw of Kimball on 23 Sep (WRS). 

Wild Turkey: Reports were from NNF at Halsey (fide NR) and 
Ponderosa WMA, where 35 were seen 8 Oct (LMa). 

Black Rail: Sightings at CLNWR 15 Aug (LMa) and 6 Sep (Bob 
Behrends) were discussed in the Summer Report. 

Virginia Rail: Migrants were noted at Arbor L WMA 12 Aug-7 Oct 
(LEi), where the species is not known to breed, and at least 1 was 
in Blaine Co as late as 8 Oct (fide NR). 

Sora: Best counts were 3 at Arbor L WMA 16 Sep (LEi) and at Funk 
Lagoon WPA 10 Sep (LRaRHa) , 4 at Hansen Lagoon WPA 10 Sep (JoJ) , 
and "several" at Funk Lagoon WPA 10 Sep (JMo) . Last were 1 near 
Niobrara 16 Sep (JoJ) and 2 at Arbor L WMA 23 Sep (LEi). 

American Coot: Peak fall counts were 2531 at NPNWR on 17 Oct (LKo), 
2211 at CLNWR on 30 Sep (MFr), and, in e NE, 1000 each at Branched 

Oak SRA 1 Oct (LEi) and Calamus Res 21 Oct (LRa,RHa,BBl) . Migrants 

arrived at Branched Oak SRA 23 Sep, when 10 were seen (LEi), Last 

in w NE were 7 at NPNWR 21 Nov (LMa) and in the e, 1 was still at 

Offutt Base L on 30 Nov (BP,LP). 

Sandhill Crane: Earliest were 2 ads and 2 imms 1 mile n of Mallard 
Haven WPA 3 Sep (LRa,RHa), while best counts were 800 in Hall Co 30 





No. 4 


The Nebraska Bird Review 


101 


Nov (Gary Lingle fide NR) and 500 s of Gering 1 Nov (AKe). 
Whooping Crane: A single bird was at a private marsh in Kearney Co 
2 miles e of Funk Lagoon WPA 12-18 Nov (RHa) , and two reports were 
on 25 Nov: 5 were just w of Rowe Sanctuary (fide LRa,RHa), and 2 
were 6 miles w of Broken Bow (Ruth Green fide NR). 

Black-bellied Plover: First for fall were 3 at NPNWR on li Aug, 
where it is very rare (LMa) and 1 at Sinninger Lagoon WPA; far more 
regular in e and c NE, about 50 birds were recorded there, 
including a high count of 2 3 at L Babcock 17 Sep (JoJ) .^Last was l 
at Branched Oak SRA 23 Oct (JoJ), a rather late date. 

American Golden-Plover: Generally less numerous in fall than in 
spring, at least 30 were found in e and c NE between 8 Sep (5 at 
Jack Sinn WMA) and 20 Sep (13 near Schuyler), the latter the high 
count (all JoJ). 

Semipalmated Plover: High count was 32 at Calamus Res on 2 0 Aug 
(LRa,RHa) , and last was 1 at Branched Oak SRA 8 Oct (JoJ) . None 
were reported w of Loup Co. 

Piping Plover: Few are reported in fall; last was 1 at L North on 
26 Aug (JoJ) . The only other report was from the LM breeding 

location, a single on 11 Aug (JoJ). 

Killdeer: Fall flocks included 138 at Stagecoach L 12 Aug (LEi) and 
65 at NPNWR 11 Aug (LKo) . Breeders departed the high country of 
James Ranch 18 Sep (SLe). Numbers decline rapidly in Nov, but a few 
remain at favored locations into Dec. 

American Avocet: A large breeding population was evident in the 
Sandhills, such as 177 near Lakeside 5 Aug (SJD,WRS) ; 42 were noted 
in Sheridan Co 28 Sep (LMa) . All other reports were from the 

Rainwater Basin and eastward. Earliest were 4, 2 in breeding and 2 
in "winter" plumage (family group?), in a flooded field near 
Heartwell on 12 Aug (LRa,RHa), while 11-14 migrants (or a post- 
fledging flock?) at Theesen Lagoon WPA 13-14 Aug (BP,LP,JoJ), while 
last was a single at Branched Oak SRA 29 Oct (JMo). Best count for 
c and e NE was 15 at Theesen Lagoon WPA 17 Sep (JoJ). 

Greater Yellowlegs: Best fall counts were 60 at Mallard Haven WPA 

on 17 Sep (JoJ) and 30 at CLNWR on 12 Sep (LMa). Latest were in e 

NE, singles at Wehrspann L 5 Nov (JoJ) and another, "probably this 
species," at Branched Oak SRA 29 Oct (JMo). Last in the w was 1 at 
CLNWR on 23 Oct (LMa). 

Lesser Yellowlegs: Best fall count was 175 at Mallard Haven WPA 17 
Sep (JoJ); in the w, best was 46 at CLNWR on 12 Sep (LMa). Last in 
w NE were 2 at CLNWR on 14 Oct (LMa) and in c and e NE 2 at Jack 
Sinn WMA on 8 Oct (LEi). 

Solitary Sandpiper: Widely reported in small numbers, last were 4 
at Fahrenholz Ponds 16 Sep (JJo) and 4 in Lancaster Co the same day 
(LEi). 

Willet: A few migrate through ec NE in fall; of only 14 reported, 
earliest was 1 at Sinnenger Lagoon WPA 11 Aug (JoJ) and last were 
2 at Mallard Haven WPA 17 Sep (JoJ) . Best count was 8 at Sinninger 
Lagoon WPA 14 Aug (BP,LP). 

Spotted Sandpiper: Latest was a rather late bird at NPNWR 22 Sep 
(LMa) , while elsewhere last were 2 at Wagontrain L 30 Aug (LEi) . 
Best count was 10 at NPNR 11 Aug (LKo,LMa). 

Upland Sandpiper: A very high count was of 62 in an alfalfa field 
near Odessa in Buffalo Co on 12 Aug (JoJ) . Latest were 3 sw of 
Gibbon on 2 6 Aug (LRa, RHa) and 1 at Funk Lagoon WPA 4 Sep 
(LRa,RHa). 

Long-billed Curlew: Last, and only report, were 3 at NPNWR on 23 
Aug (LKo). This species was inconspicuous this summer after early 
Jul (see Summer Report). 

Marbled Godwit: Best fall count was 22 at NPNWR on 11 Aug 
(LKo,LMa). Last, and only other report, were 2 at CLNWR 12 Sep 
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(LMa). 

Red Knot: Adding to the fewer than 10 fall records for NE, 1 in 
fading alternate plumage was photographed 13 Aug at Sinninger 
Lagoon WPA (JoJ). 

Sanderling: Despite my comment that this is "generally an uncommon 
migrant" in NE (Summer Report), excellent numbers were found this 
fall, including possibly unprecedented high counts of 67 at L 
Babcock on 10 Sep (JoJ) and 41 at NPNWR on 22 Sep (LMa) . It is 
interesting that of a total of 196 birds counted by JoJ this fall, 
192 were at L North/L Babcock, suggesting that the habitats 
preferred by Sanderlings (and avoided by other species) may not 
always be checked by shorebirders. Latest were 1 at L North 1 Oct 
(JoJ) and another at Pawnee L SRA 7 Oct (LEi). 

Semipalmated Sandpiper: Best fall count was 150 at Pearson Basin 
19-26 Aug (JoJ); last were 11 at Stagecoach L on 6 Sep (LEi), 1 at 
Funk Lagoon WPA 23 Sep (LRa,RHa), and 1 at NPNWR on 22 Sep (LMa). 
The latter was the only report from w NE. 

Western Sandpiper: Best count for fall was 35 at Pearson Basin 19- 
26 Aug (JoJ), the latter date the last for the season, along with 
3 at Funk Lagoon WPA on 3 0 Sep (LRa,RHa) . Few were reported from w 
NE, where it should be more common than Semipalmated. Observers 
should count this and the preceding species carefully, as somewhere 
in NE, from w to e, Westerns become less common than Semipalmateds. 
Least Sandpiper: Best counts were 125 at Pearson Basin on 26 Aug 
(JoJ) and 33 at CLNWR on 27 Sep (LMa). Last were a very late, but 
not unprecedented, single at Wagontrain L on 5 Nov (LEi), 4 at a 
marsh 2 miles e of Funk Lagoon WPA on 14 Oct (LRa,RHa), and 17 at 
CLNWR on 12 Oct (LMa). 

Wliite-rumped Sandpiper: This species is rare in fall in the 
interior; only 1 report was received, of 1 at Hansen Lagoon WPA on 
3 Sep (LRa,RHa). Fall reports of this species should include 
details. 

Baird's Sandpiper: Best count was 120 at NPNWR on 11 Aug (LMa) , but 
in e NE, only 15, in Lancaster Co 6 Sep (LEi). Last was a single at 
CLNWR 30 Sep (MFr,LMa). 

Pectoral Sandpiper: Numbers were outstanding this fall; last fall 
high count was only 28, but this fall 300 were at Kirkpatrick WMA 
2 0 Aug (JoJ) and 150 at Pearson Basin 19-26 Aug (JoJ) for best 
counts. Only 3 were reported from w NE, where the species is 
uncommon; these were at NPNWR 12 Oct (LMa), also latest 
except for 1 at a marsh 2 miles e of Funk Lagoon WPA on 14 Oct 
(LRa,RHa) and another at Pawnee L SRA 28 Oct (LEi). 

Dunlin: Two birds described as "calidris sp., maybe Dunlin?" were 
seen at Branched Oak SRA 29 Oct (JMo) . While known to occur late in 
fall at times, there are only about 20 fall records for NE. 

Stilt Sandpiper: The usual good numbers passed through, with high 
counts 125 at Pearson Basin 26 Aug (JoJ) and 115 at Mallard Haven 
17 Sep (JoJ) . None were reported w of Phelps Co; it is far less 
common in w NE. Last were 4 in Lancaster Co 7 Oct (LEi) , 16 at Funk 
Lagoon WPA 24 Sep (WRS) and 22 at Theesen Lagoon WPA the same day 
(WRS). 

Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Numbers were good this fall, with over 125 
counted; fall numbers are often erratic. None appeared until 5 Aug, 
when 12 were at Theesen Lagoon WPA (JoJ). Best counts were 31 at 
North Lake Basin WMA on 11 Aug (JoJ) and 25 on 27 Aug at the sod 
farm at the junction of W Denton and N 1st in Lincoln (LEi). Last 
were 2 at Schuyler and 2 at North Lake Basin WMA on 20 Sep (JoJ). 
None were reported w of Kearney Co, where 1 was seen near Heartwell 
on 4 Sep (LRa,RHa). 

Short-billed Dowitcher: Recent observations indicate that this 
species occurs w at least to Keith Co in migration, often in good 
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numbers. JoJ noted that virtually all birds seen by him this fall 
were juveniles. Ads should pass through first, and if molted into 
winter plumage are very difficult to separate from Long-billed 
except by call; many of these may be easily overlooked. Earliest 
for fall were 40-45 identified by call and also the best count, at 
Funk Lagoon WPA 6 Aug (SJD,WRS) . Last were 2 ads at Jack Sinn WMA 
on 8 Oct (JoJ), rather late, and 3 near Niobrara on 16 Sep (JJo). 
Long-billed Dowitcher: As usual, good numbers were detected 
statewide, with high counts 299 at CLNWR on 12 Sep (LMa) and 100 at 
Funk Lagoon WPA on 20 Aug (JoJ) . Last were 36 at CLNWR on 23 Oct 
(LMa) and 1 at Branched Oak SRA the same day (JoJ) . Observers 
should take great care identifying early fall dowitchers in winter 
plumage; those seen in Jul and early Aug are very likely to be 
Short-billed ads, except possibly in w NE. Among 40-45 Short- 
billeds seen at Funk Lagoon WPA 6 Aug (see above) , only 1 Long¬ 
billed could be detected by call (SJD,WRS). In Missouri (Birds of 
Missouri, Robbins and Easterla) Long-billeds do not outnumber 
Short-billeds until the end of Aug. 

Common Snipe: First migrants at non-breeding locations were 2 at 
Arbor Lake WMA on 20 Aug (LEi) . Best count was only 10, s of Gering 
16 Oct (AKe). Singles commonly linger into Dec. 

American Woodcock: A single was at Arbor Day Farm 30-31 Oct (LLF) , 
for the only report. 

Wilson*s Phalarope: Best counts, as usual in w NE, included 731 at 
CLNWR on 27 Aug (LMa) , but only 60 in c and e NE, at Theesen Lagoon 
WPA on 13 Aug (JoJ) . Last were 3 at Gering SL on 19 Sep (AKe) , 2 at 
CLNWR on 12 Sep (LMa) and 1 at Jack Sinn WMA on 2 Sep (JMo). 
Red-necked Phalarope: Few are seen in fall, although this year 10 
were reported. First was 1 at Theesen Lagoon WPA 10 Sep (JoJ) , 
while 6 were at CLNWR 12 Sep (LMa) . Singles were at Theesen Lagoon 
WPA 17 Sep, L Babcock 17 Sep, and at Sinninger Lagoon WPA 17 Sep 
(all JoJ). 

Red Phalarope: The 5th record for NE was a juvenile molting to 1st 
winter plumage photographed at Branched Oak SRA 1 Oct (JoJ). The 5 
records are all in the narrow period 26 Sep-15 Oct from Cherry, 
Pierce (2), Platte, and Lancaster Cos. 

Franklin's Gull: Best counts for the fall were 3000 at Branched Oak 
SRA 1 Oct (LEi), 3000 at Pawnee L SRA on 5 Oct (JoJ), 2000 at Funk 
Lagoon WPA on 24 Sep (WRS) , and, in w NE, 778 at NPNWR (LKo) . 
Latest in w NE were 59 in Scotts Bluff Co 30 Sep (LMa,AKe) , in c NE 
a single was at Harlan Co Res 5 Nov (LRa,RHa) , and in e NE 1 was at 
Gavin's Point Dam 4 Nov (BFH). As many as 70 had arrived at NPNWR 
as early as 11 Aug (LKo) , while earliest in e NE were 5 at Branched 
Oak SRA 12 Aug (LEi) . 

Bonaparte's Gull: Earliest was a very large group of 500 at 
Branched Oak SRA on 16 Sep (LEi). Best count was 550 in Lancaster 
Co, including 500 at Branched Oak SRA, on 1 Oct (LEi). Best to the 
w were 75 at Sutherland Res 21 Oct (JMo) and 14 at NPNWR on 3 Nov 
(LMa) . Last in e NE was 1 on 18 Nov at Branched Oak SRA (LEi) , 
while 1 with a broken leg was at Harlan Co Res 11 Nov (LRa,RHa). 
Ring-billed Gull: Numbers began increasing in late Sep, with high 
counts reached in Oct-Nov, when 1375 were at NPNWR on 6 Oct (LKo) 
and 1075 there 3 Nov (LMa) . Of about 275 at LM 24 Sep, 10% were 
lst-year birds (WRS). 

California Gull: At LM 66 had arrived by 6 Aug, almost all ads 
(SJD,WRS); smaller numbers were reported from LM subsequently, but 
none elsewhere. 

Herring Gull: The first for fall were 3 at NPNWR on 11 Aug (LKo). 
This species does not usually occur in large numbers in NE, and no 
concentrations were reported. 

Thayer's Gull: Becoming regular in the state in fall and winter, 2 
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were reported this fall: a single was below the Gavin's Point Dam 
25 Oct (Mark Brogie, fide NR) and another was documented at 
Cunningham L on 23 Nov (JoJ). 

Glaucous Gull: Two had arrived before the end of the period: 
singles at Cunningham L on 23 Nov (JoJ) and at Branched Oak SRA 26 
Nov (JoJ). 

Black-legged Kittiwake: The appearance of 2 this fall increased the 
list of NE reports to 15, 9 in fall and 6 in spring, suggesting 
casual status for this species. Both were 1st winter birds, 
photographed by JoJ; 1 at Cunningham L on 21 Nov, the other at 
Summit Res SRA 27 Nov. All NE fall reports are in the period 3 0 
Oct-18 Dec, with up to 3 seen on 5 Dec 1988 below Gavin's Point Dam 
(Brogie, NBR 57:53, NBR 58:93). 

Sabine's Gull: A juvenile appeared at Pawnee L SRA 22 Oct (JoJ), 
remained to 26 Oct (BP,LP) , and was photographed (JoJ) . This is the 
10th NE record, 9th in fall; the previous fall records are in the 
period 2 Sep-30 Oct. 

Caspian Tern: Few occur in fall in NE. All reports were from e NE 
by JoJ, a total of about 12; first was 1 at Pawnee L SRA 31 Aug, 
most were 5 at Branched Oak SRA 8 Sep, and last were 3 at 
Cunningham L 21 Sep. 

Common Tern: Care is needed to identify this species; more than the 
dark primaries should be seen. A few were well-described this fall, 
about the usual quota. Earliest was an ad compared to Forster's 
Terns at Branched Oak SRA on 31 Aug (JoJ) . At NPNWR 3 were noted 22 
Sep (LMa), 1 was at Branched Oak SRA 1 Oct (LEi), and 3 juveniles 
at Branched Oak SRA 5 Oct were well-described (JoJ). 

Forster's Tern: Fall migrants appeared at Branched Oak SRA in 
numbers on 6 Aug, when 34 were counted (LEi) . Best count, and last 
sighting in w NE, was 50 at CLNWR on 16 Sep (MFr), and in e NE 50 
at Branched Oak SRA 9 Aug (JMo) . Last was a single at Branched Oak 
SRA 8 Oct (BP,LP). 

Least Tern: The only reports were from breeding locations: 7 were 

at LM 6 Aug (SJD,WRS), and 2 were in n Saunders Co 19 Aug (THo). 

Black Tern: Best fall counts were modest, with 3 6 at CLNWR on 15 

Aug (LMa) and 30 at Branched Oak SRA on 9 Aug (JMo) . Latest were 

singles at CLNWR on 11 Sep (LMa) and in e NE at Wehrspann L 10 Sep 
(BP,LP). 

Mourning Dove: High count was a meager 48 at CLNWR on 9 Aug (LMa) ; 
no fall concentrations were reported. Last in w NE was 1 in Scotts 
Bluff Co 11 Nov (LMa), and in e NE, where, however, a few linger 
into Dec, 5 at Wagontrain L on 12 Nov (LEi). 

Black-billed Cuckoo: Only a few were reported, all from the 

Missouri R valley; this the second consecutive year that none have 

been reported w of Lancaster Co; last was at FF 15 Sep (BP,LP). 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo: All reports but one were from Saunders Co 
eastward; latest were 1 at Arbor Day Farm 12 Sep (LLF) and 2 at 

DeSoto Bend NWR 14 Sep (JoJ) . Most westerly was 1 at Calamus Res 2 0 

Aug (LRa,RHa). 

Barn Owl: The only reports were from the established breeding 
population at CLNWR, where 1 was still present at the late date of 
24 Nov (MFr). 

Burrowing Owl: Few reports were received; an active observer in w 
NE (LMa) did not see any this fall. One was 2 miles e of Lowell on 
9 Oct (LRa,RHa). 

Barred Owl: None were reported. I would appreciate observers in the 
Platte valley letting me know how far w this species occurs. 
Long-eared Owl: Apparently none had arrived by the end of the 
period; no reports were received. 

Short-eared Owl: The only reports for the period were of 2 at CLNWR 
4 Nov (LMa) and a single there 15 Nov (MFr). This is probably a 
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breeding location. 

Common Night hawk: Best counts were 63 at Gering on 21 Aug (AKe) and 
a rather modest e NE high of 36 at Nebraska City on 2 Sep (BP,LP) . 
Last were in Cass Co 8 Oct (KDG,GWo), and in w NE 2 s of Gering 18 
Sep (AKe). 

Common Poorwill: Very late was a cooperative bird which rested 
beside the road for several observers during the NOU Fall Meeting 
at NNF near Halsey through 9 Oct (BFH,NR) ; there is only 1 later NE 
record, a road-killed specimen (UNSM 12946) found 1 Nov 1970. 
Chuck-wi 11*s-widow: None were reported; there are only 2 NE records 
in Aug. 

Whip-poor-will: None were reported. 

Chimney Swift: Best count was 100 in "a migrating group" at 
Nebraska City 3 Sep (LLF) , and in w NE 27 at Gering on 18 Aug 
(AKe) . Last were 14 at Bellevue 14 Oct (BP,LP) and in w NE at least 
1 at Gering 4 Sep (AKe). 

White-throated Swift: An incredible concentration was noted flying 
around the north side of Scotts Bluff NM on 18 Aug, when no fewer 
than 150 were estimated (BFH). Most leave the Black Hills in late 
Aug (SDOU 1992) ; presumably these birds were from that area. The 
only other report was of 2 in Sowbelly Canyon 5 Aug (SJD). 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: All reports were from Missouri R valley 
counties; best count was of 10 at FF on 3 Sep (NR) , while last was 
a single at Bellevue 24 Sep (KCR). 

Broad-tailed Hummingbird: There were 3 reports, all from n Sioux 
Co: 1 "probably this species" was at a James Ranch feeder 1 Aug 
(SLe) , a female was at a Harrison feeder 4 Aug (*SJD), and 1-2 
females were at the same location 20 Aug (BFH) . A report from 
Scottsbluff on 11 Aug was of "Hummingbird sp." (AKe). 

Rufous Hummingbird: None were reported; data in recent years do not 
record this species as often as the preceding. 

Red-headed Woodpecker: Last in w NE was at NPNWR on 22 Sep (LMa), 
a rather early departure. An immature in Dixon Co 18 Nov was the 
last there (JJo). Individuals linger into Dec on occasion in se NE. 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: The only report was of 1 at Dodge Park in 
Douglas Co on 27 Sep (JoJ), a rather early date. Record dates are 
18 and 19 Sep. 

Northern Flicker: Summer birds at James Ranch include a few with 
intermediate characters, but most appear "yellow-shafted"; the last 
of the latter departed 25 Sep, while "red-shafted" were noted 21-28 
Sep, apparently migrants (SLe). A "red-shafted" bird was at 
Sutherland Res 21 Oct (JMo). 

Olive-sided Flycatcher: Good numbers were noted again this fall, 
with about 45 sightings, all from Kearney and Franklin Cos 
eastward. Earliest was l at Raymond Cemetery on 6 Aug (LEi) , tying 
the earliest ever, while last was 1 at Elmwood Park, Omaha, on 27 
Sep (CEJ). No more than 3 were seen on one day, those at FF on 24 
Aug (BP, LP) . 

Western Wood-Pewee: Reports were from Sioux and Scotts Bluff Cos 
only; last was 1 at NPNWR on 8 Sep (LMa). An ad on a nest with 2 
chicks in Monroe Canyon 20 Aug was a very late nesting record 
(BFH); latest date for chicks cited for the Black Hills is 2 Aug 
(SDOU 1992). 

Eastern Wood-Pewee: Most reports were from the Missouri R valley; 
singles at Piebel L SRA 19 Aug (BFH) and near Gibbon 6 Aug 
(LRa,RHa) were most westerly. This species breeds in small numbers 
virtually statewide, but is rare w of Cherry Co in n NE. Latest was 
1 at Elmwood Park, Omaha, on 27 Sep (CEJ). 

Alder Flycatcher: Two were identified at FF on 4 Sep by call notes 
(WRS). 

Willow Flycatcher: Four reports involved 1 in Dixon Co on 1 Aug 
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(JJo) , 1 at Funk Lagoon WPA on 5 Aug (LRa # RHa) , 1 heard at Arbor 
Day Farm on 18 Aug (LLF), and 2 in Dixon Co 5 Sep (JJo). 

Least Flycatcher: The 6 reports for fall were in the period 5 Aug- 
17 Sep and were statewide. This species has a protracted fall 
migration, beginning as early as late Jul; Kansas specimens are in 
the period 3 Jul-24 Sep (Birds in Kansas, Thompson and Ely, 1992). 
Earliest was 1 at Funk Lagoon WPA 5 Aug (RHa,LRa) , while last were 
singles in Otoe Co 15 Sep (LLF) and at Fort Robinson SP 17 Sep 
(LMa) . 

Cordilleran Flycatcher: At the traditional Sowbelly Canyon location 
on 5 Aug, an ad was feeding 3 fledged young (SJD,WRS); 1-2 silent 
birds were there 20 Aug (BFH) . A migrant was at CLNWR 9 Aug (LMa) ; 
there are a few prior records from there 28 Aug-9 Sep, and so this 
is a rather early date. Little is known, however, about this 
species as a migrant in NE. 

Eastern Phoebe: All reports were from the Missouri R valley; latest 
were 1 in Sarpy Co 14 Oct (BP,LP) and another at Wyuka Cemetery, 
Lincoln, on 12 Oct (LEi). 

Say's Phoebe: Latest, and most easterly, was at NNF, Halsey, at the 
NOU Fall Meeting on 8 Oct (fide NR) . This is one of only 5 October 
reports for NE, the latest 10,19, and 29 Oct. This species is also 
very rare away from the Panhandle in fall. Latest otherwise was 1 
in Kimball Co 23 Sep (WRS). 

Great Crested Flycatcher: All reports were from Saunders Co 
eastward; last were singles at Dodge Park, Omaha, on 19 Sep (JoJ) 
and at Arbor Day Farm on 17 Sep (LLF). 

Cassin's Kingbird: Reports were from Scotts Bluff Co only; latest 
was 1 at NPNWR on 22 Sep (LMa). 

Western Kingbird: A good count was of 50 s of Gering on 27 Aug 
(AKe) , while last were 2 in Kimball Co on 24 Sep (WRS) and 1 at 
CLNWR on 12 Sep (LMa,MFr) .Last in e NE was rather early to leave on 
20 Aug at Arbor L WMA (LEi) , while in c NE last was near Gibbon 10 
Sep (LRa,RHa). 

Eastern Kingbird: Best count was 47 at Stagecoach L on 30 Aug 
(LEi) . Latest were 12 in Dixon Co on 18 Sep (JJo) and 1 at Fort 
Robinson SP 17 Sep (LMa). 

Horned Lark: An influx, or evidence of fall flocking of summering 
birds, was detected at CLNWR where 160 were noted 23 Oct (LMa). 
Purple Martin: Most westerly were in e Cherry Co 6-8 Oct (NOU, fide 
NR) , about the 4th latest NE date. Best count was 50 at Stagecoach 
L on 30 Aug (LEi). 

Tree Swallow: Best count, surprisingly, was from CLNWR, where 285 
were present 9 Aug (LMa) ; many of these are migrants, as the summer 
population was low (Summer Report). Previously, migrants have been 
rare in w NE. Best count in e NE was 200 at Branched Oak SRA on 23 
Sep (LEi). Latest was 1 in Dixon Co on 7 Oct (JJo). 

Violet-green Swallow: The only reports were of 5 s of Gering on 2 
Aug (AKe) and 1 at CLNWR on 9 Aug (LMa) . Presumably the latter was 
a migrant. 

Northern Rough-winged Swallow: Best counts were 125 in nc Otoe Co 
25 Aug (LLF) , 100 in Dixon Co 17 Aug (JJo) , and, in w NE, 56 at 

CLNWR on 15 Aug (LMa). Latest were 6 in Scotts Bluff Co on 30 Sep 
(LMa) and 40 in Otoe Co 23 Sep (LLF). 

Bank Swallow: Best count was an amazing 1820 at CLNWR on 15 Aug 
(LMa); few were reported elsewhere. Last were singles at NPNWR on 
22 Sep (LMa) and at CLNWR the same day (MFr). 

Cliff Swallow: Best counts were 330 at CLNWR on 9 Aug (LMa) and 200 
in Dixon Co 6 Aug (JJo) . Last were 2 at Nebraska City on 23 Sep 
(LLF), and 1 at CLNWR on 22 Sep (MFr). 

Barn Swallow: Best counts were 560 at CLNWR on 15 Aug (LMa) and 340 
in Lancaster Co 23 Sep LEi). One was rather late at CLNWR 22 Oct 
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(MFr) , while last in c and e NE were 75 in Otoe Co 10 Oct (LLF) and 
6 near Lowell on 15 Oct (LRa,RHa). 

Blue Jay: Migrants were on the move in good numbers at the end of 
Sep; 110 were in se Otoe Co on 29 Sep (LLF) and 100 were flying 
over Branched Oak SRA in small groups on 1 Oct (LEi). 

Pinyon Jay: The only report was of up to 6 at Ponderosa WMA 7-9 Oct 
(LMa). 

Black-billed Magpie: The possibility of breeding is raised at 
Branched Oak SRA; a few birds have appeared in late fall in recent 
years, but this year singles were seen as early as 9 Aug (JMo) and 
26 Aug (JoJ) . None were reported from there during the Jun-Jul 
period however. Apparent fall wanderers were 1 at Wolf L in n 
Saunders Co 29 Oct and 4 Nov (THo) and 1 se of West Point on 4 
Nov (LEi). 

American Crow: The only concentration reported was a flock of 200 
present in Nov in n Saunders Co (THo). Best count in w NE was 46 in 
Morrill Co on 4 Nov (LMa). 

Red-breasted Nuthatch: Many reports were received from e NE of 
birds at feeders throughout the period, beginning with 2 in 
Bellevue 31 Aug (BP,LP) and 1 in Omaha 2 Sep (NR) . This species is 
a common resident at NNF, Halsey, where "lots" were seen 7-8 Oct 
(fide NR) and on the Pine Ridge, where 28 were counted at Ponderosa 
WMA 7 Oct (LMa). 

White-breasted Nuthatch: A fall migrant in an area where nesting 
does not occur was 1 at CLNWR on 3 Sep (LMa) . Good numbers are 
resident on the Pine Ridge (different subspecies from those in e 
NE), where 30 were counted at Ponderosa WMA on 7 Oct (LMa). 

Pygmy Nuthatch: Reports were from areas where this species is 
resident; 11 were in the Wildcat Hills 17 Nov (LMa), 4 in Carter 
Canyon 5 Aug (AKe), and 14 at Ponderosa WMA on 7 Oct (LMa). 

Brown Creeper: Probably part of the very small summering population 
at FF (1-2 pairs?) was 1 there 19 Aug (BP,LP). First for fall were 
1 at Calamus Res 21 Oct (LRa,RHa) and 2 at Wyuka Cemetery, Lincoln, 
on 24 Oct (LEi). 

Rock Wren: Latest was 1 at CLNWR on 12 Oct (LMa) , a rather late 
date. 

Carolina Wren: Rather westerly was 1 at a Grand Island feeder 
during the fall period (JSt fide NR). Other reports were from the 
lower Missouri R valley. 

House Wren: Last were singles in sw Dixon Co 15 Oct (JJo) and at FF 
the same day (BP,LP) , and in w NE at Ponderosa WMA on 8 Oct (LMa) . 
Winter Wren: The only reports were probably of migrants, all in the 
Missouri R valley: 1 was at Dodge Park, Omaha, on 10 Oct (JoJ), 
another at Arbor Day Farm on 25 Oct (LLF) , and 2 there 27 Oct 
(LLF). 

Sedge Wren: As discussed in the Summer Report, this species is 
usually most common in NE in late Jul and Aug; this was true this 
fall also, although no evidence of nesting was reported. Best count 
was 13 at Wehrspann L on 17 Aug (BP,LP). Also, at least 3 were se 
of Gibbon 5-27 Aug (LRa,RHa) , 3 arrived at Arbor L WMA 6 Aug (LEi) , 
at least 1 was at Calamus Res 20 Aug (LRa,RHa), and 1 was at Arbor 
Day Farm 20 Aug (LLF) . Last were 3 at Jack Sinn WMA on 10 Sep 
(BP,LP) and 5 rather late at Arbor L WMA on 7 Oct (LEi). 

Marsh Wren: Last in w NE was 1 still at CLNWR on 30 Nov (LMa); it 
may have been attempting to overwinter, as occurs in the nearby 
North Platte valley. A single was at Arbor L WMA as early as 6 Aug 
(LEi) ; it may have been summering, as 1 was there 1 Jul (Summer 
Report) . Last in e NE were 2 at Arbor L WMA on 7 Oct (LEi) as well 
as 2 others in Lancaster Co the same day (JMo). 

Golden-crowned Kinglet: Earliest were l at DeSoto Bend NWR on 7 Oct 
(JoJ) and 3 at Arbor Day Farm 10 Oct (LLF) . None were reported w of 
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Kearney Co; a few remain into Dec in e NE. 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet: Earliest were singles at Branched Oak SRA 16 
Sep (LEi) and at Eckhardt Lagoon WPA 17 Sep (LRa,RHa) , rather early 
as far s in NE; early dates s of the Platte valley are 21-22 Sep. 
Best count was 25 in Washington Co 17 Oct (JoJ), and last were 2 at 
NPNWR on the rather late date 3 Nov (LMa). 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Tying the third latest ever was 1 at FF 10 
Sep (BP,LP). There were no other reports. 

Eastern Bluebird: Westerly was 1 at James Ranch 21 Aug (SLe). 
Latest reported were 1 in Lancaster Co 12 Nov (LEi) and another in 
Otoe Co 7 Nov (LLF). 

Mountain Bluebird: Last within the breeding range were 22 in Dawes 
Co on 8 Oct (LMa) , also the best count. Five at CLNWR on 12 Oct 
(LMa) were migrants, and 1 was rather easterly 3.5 miles ne of 
Arnold 8 Oct (LRa,RHa). Unexpected was 1 photographed at Malcolm on 
5 Nov (JoJ) ; this species is rare in e NE, where it occurs on 
occasion in winter. 

Townsend's Solitaire: Early arrivals were 12 at Fort Robinson SP on 
17 Sep (LMa), and 1 as far e as Neale Woods in Douglas Co eating 
cedar berries on 28 Sep (BP,LP), apparently the earliest ever so 
far e. Large numbers were in Thomas Co early also, with as many as 
200 at NNF, Halsey, 6-8 Oct (BFH,LRa,RHa). 

Swainson's Thrush: This was a poor year for this species, with only 
5 reported. First was at Dodge Park, Omaha, on 1 Sep (JoJ), a 
rather early date, followed by singles at Elmwood Park, Omaha, on 
7 and 21 Sep (CEJ) , another at Jensen Lagoon WPA on 24 Sep 
(LRa,RHa), and ending with 1 at Arbor Day Farm 2 Oct (LLF). 

Hermit Thrush: Surprisingly, none were reported by the end of the 
period. 

Wood Thrush: The only report was of 1 at Arbor Day Farm on 3 Sep 
(LLF). 

American Robin: Best counts were 160 in Scotts Bluff Co 3 0 Sep 
(LMa) and 80 in n Saunders Co 4 Nov (THo). 

Gray Catbird: Latest were 1 at FF on 9 Oct (BP,LP) and another at 
NNF,Halsey, on 8 Oct (fide NR), also the most westerly reported. 
Northern Mockingbird: Six were reported statewide, from 1 s of 
Gering 6 Aug (AKe) to another in e Otoe Co 29 Oct (LLF). 

Brown Thrasher: Most left by early Oct, with singles at Arbor Day 
Farm on 5 Oct (LLF) and in Thomas Co 8 Oct (fide NR) . However much 
later were 1 as far w as CLNWR on 3 0 Oct (MFr) and 1 very late bird 
still at the DeSoto Bend NWR feeder on 30 Nov (JoJ). 

American Pipit: About 70 birds were reported, including an 
excellent count of 45 at Jack Sinn WMA 26 Oct (BP,LP) , also the 
latest. Earliest were 2 at the same place 7 Oct (LEi) . One 
attempted to enter the Kearney Pizza Hut on 23 Oct by flying 
through a window, but crashed to the ground, took a drink (water) , 
and flew away (LRa,RHa). 

Cedar Waxwing: Large numbers had not arrived by period's end, best 
count only 60 in n Saunders Co on 24 Nov (THo). 

Northern Shrike: First were singles s of Gering on 25 Oct (AKe) and 
rather southeasterly 3 miles se of Gibbon on 28 Oct (LRa,RHa) . Two 
were in Dixon Co on 23 Nov (JJo). 

Loggerhead Shrike: Last in w NE, where the 2 shrike species usually 
do not overlap, was 1 at CLNWR on 30 Sep (MFr) , in itself a late 
date, although another was exceedingly late at NPNWR on 3 Nov 
(LMa) . There are fewer than 5 reports later than this in the 
Panhandle. 

European Starling: Best counts were 1150 in Scotts Bluff Co on 3 
Nov (LMa) and 1000 in se Otoe Co 19 Nov (LLF). 

Bell's Vireo: Summering birds were noted in Lincoln (WRS) and 
Lancaster Cos (LEi) in Aug; an amazing 30 were counted around 
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Calamus Res 20 Aug (LRa,RHa) . A few were still se of Gibbon 27 Aug 
(LRa,RHa), while last was 1 in Otoe Co 3 Sep (LLF). 

Solitary Vireo: A singing male of the plumbeus race was in Sowbelly 
Canyon 20 Aug (BFH), where it is a regular summer resident. All 
reports of migrants, about 10 birds in all, were from York Co 
eastward; in York Co 1 was seen 10 Sep (JoJ) . Earliest was 1 at FF 
on 1 Sep (BP,LP) , while last was at Neale Woods on 28 Sep (BP,LP) . 
Yellow-throated Vireo: Last were singles at Arbor Day Farm 13 Sep 
(LLF) and at FF 10 Sep (BP,LP) , both sites within the summer range. 
Warbling Vireo: None were reported w of Saunders Co, even though 
breeding is statewide. Last were 5 at FF on 10 Sep (BP,LP) and 1 at 
Branched Oak SRA 16 Sep (LEi). 

Philadelphia Vireo: The 3 reports were of singles at FF 4 Sep 
(WRS) , Arbor Day Farm 10 Sep (LLF) , and n Lancaster Co 16 Sep 
(LEi). The dark lores should be seen to clinch identification of 
fall birds of this species. 

Red-eyed Vireo: Noteworthy in summer in the Panhandle, 2 were at 
Carter Canyon 5 Aug (AKe) and another (elsewhere?) in Scotts Bluff 
Co the same day (LMa) . Departing migrant reports were all from e 
NE, with latest 1 at Arbor Day Farm 17 Sep (LLF) and another at 
Dodge Park, Omaha, on 19 Sep (JoJ). 

Blue-winged Warbler: One was reported in Dixon Co 9-10 Sep (JJo); 
this is only the 11th fall report for NE, and 2nd latest. 
Interestingly, 1 was in Dakota Co on 1 Sep 1994 (NBR). 
Golden-winged Warbler: A single was at DeSoto Bend NWR 11 Sep 
(JoJ) ; this is the 12th fall report for NE, and the latest ever, by 
a few days. 

Tennessee Warbler: All reports were from e NE; it is very rare in 
w NE in fall. Earliest was 1 at FF on 5 Sep (BP,LP) , best count 10 
there on 9 Sep (BP,LP), and last 1 in Dixon Co 7 Oct (JJo). 
Orange-crowned Warbler: One of the few migrant warblers occurring 
statewide in fall, earliest were 1 at Dodge Park, Omaha, on 8 Sep 
(JoJ), and in w NE 9 at CLNWR on 12 Sep (LMa), the latter also the 
best count. Last were 1 rather late at FF 25 Oct (BP,LP) , and in w 
NE, 2 at Ponderosa WMA on 8 Oct (LMa). 

Nashville Warbler: Essentially an e NE migrant in fall, none were 
reported w of Thomas Co, where at least 1 was seen 8 Oct (NOU, fide 
NR) . Earliest were 8 at FF on 1 Sep (BP,LP) , best count 12 there on 
9 Sep (BP,LP), and last 1 in Otoe Co 14 Oct (LLF). 

Northern Parula: Last for this uncommon summer resident in e NE 
were 4 at DeSoto Bend NWR on 11 Sep (JoJ) , a good count, 1 at Dodge 
Park, Omaha, the same day (JoJ), and another there 20 Sep (JoJ). 
Yellow Warbler: None were seen after 15 Aug in w NE, when 1 was at 
CLNWR (LMa) . In e NE last were 2 at Arbor Day Farm 8 Sep (LLF) , 
while in c NE 2 were at Jensen Lagoon WPA on 24 Sep (LRa,RHa). 
Chestnut-sided Warbler: Reports were of 8 birds in the Missouri R 
valley in the period 2 Sep, 1 at FF (BP,LP), through 20 Sep, 2 at 
Dodge Park, Omaha (JoJ). 

Magnolia Warbler: Reports totalled 11 birds, all in the Missouri R 
valley; earliest was 1 at FF 1 Sep (BP,LP) , best count 4 at DeSoto 
Bend NWR on 11 Sep (JoJ) , and last 2 at Dodge Park, Omaha, on 12 
Sep (JoJ)* 

Black-throated Blue Warbler: Most NE records are in fall; this year 
a female was at Dodge Park, Omaha, on 19 Sep (JoJ) , and a single 
was on the UNL campus 11 Oct (TEL) . The latter, unlike most 
reported by the observer, was living! 

Yellow-rumped Warbler: Earliest were 6 at Cedar Island in Sarpy Co 
on 14 Sep (BP,LP) , while in w NE away from the breeding range 3 at 
CLNWR on 27 Sep (LMa) were earliest. Best counts were 100 at 
Branched Oak SRA on 1 Oct (LEi) and 40 in Scotts Bluff Co on 30 Sep 
(LMa) . Last in w NE was at Gering on 30 Oct (AKe) , while in e NE, 
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where a few linger into Dec most years, none were reported later 
than 25 Oct, when 2 were at Arbor Day Farm (LLF) and 10 at FF 
(BP,LP). 

Black-throated Green warbler: Only 4 were reported, all in the 
Missouri R valley, at FF, 2 were seen 3 Sep (BP,LP,NR), and singles 
were at FF 9 Sep (BP,LP) and at DeSoto Bend NWR 11 Sep (JoJ). 
Blackburnian Warbler: The only reports were of 1 at Arbor Day Farm 
9 Sep (LLF) and another at FF 4 Sep (WRS). 

Yellow-throated Warbler: Last to leave FF was 1 on 5 Sep (BP,LP), 
the only report. 

Bay-breasted Warbler: Readily seen in fall but rare in spring, 
about 18 were counted in the Missouri R valley. First was 1 at FF 
2 Sep (BP,LP) , best count 6 at DeSoto Bend NWR on 11 Sep (JoJ) , and 
last 1 at Dodge Park, Omaha, on 15 Sep (JoJ). 

Black-and-white Warbler: Only 6 were reported: singles at FF on 1 
and 10 Sep (BP,LP) , 1 at Schramm SRA on 2 Sep (JMo) , and 3 at FF on 
9 Sep. 

American Redstart: Last of this summer resident was 1 at DeSoto 
Bend MWR 11 Sep (JoJ). Few were reported, none w of the Missouri R 
valley. 

Ovenbird: Last were 4 at Dodge Park, Omaha, on 8 Sep (JoJ) ; the few 
reports were from the Missouri R valley. 

Northern Waterthrush: Earliest were 3 at Dodge Park, Omaha, on 8 
Sep (JoJ), while best count and last were 8 there on 11 Sep (JoJ). 
No late birds were noted, in contrast to the last 2 falls. 
Connecticut Warbler: Details were provided for 1 at FF on 1 Sep 
(BP,LP) ; this date is the 2nd earliest ever for this rare migrant. 
There are about 45 fall records in all for NE. 

Mourning Warbler: Five were reported: 3 at FF on 1 Sep (BP,LP) , and 
singles at Arbor Day Farm 3 Sep (LLF) and DeSoto Bend NWR 11 Sep 
(JoJ). 

Common Yellowthroat: Last in e NE was 1 at FF 27 Sep (BP,LP), but 
1 was rather late in w NE, at CLNWR 11 Oct (LMa). 

Wilson's Warbler: Good numbers were reported statewide, with best 
counts 14 at CLNWR on 12 Sep (LMa) and 8 at FF 1 Sep (BP,LP). This 

is one of the few warblers as common, or more so, in w NE when 

compared to e NE. Earliest was the 3rd earliest ever for NE, at 
CLNWR on 9 Aug (LMa) , followed at a more normal date by 6 at Gering 
Cemetery on 1 Sep (AKe) and 8 at FF the same day (BP,LP). Last 
were in w NE, singles in Scotts Bluff Co 30 Sep (AKe,LMa) and 
another at Oliver Res SRA 23 Sep (WRS) . In e NE, last was 1 at 
Dodge Park, Omaha, 19 Sep (JoJ). 

Canada Warbler: Five were reported, all in the Missouri R valley: 

1 was at Bellevue 31 Aug (BP,LP), 2 at FF on 1 Sep (BP,LP), 1 at 

DeSoto Bend NWR 11 Sep (JoJ), and 1 at FF 12 Sep (BP,LP). 

Summer Tanager: None were reported. 

Scarlet Tanager: Latest of only 2 reports was 1 at Neale Woods 28 
Sep (BP,LP) , a rather late date, while 2 were at FF on 3 Sep 
(BP,LP). 

Western Tanager: Latest were 2 at Gering Cemetery on 30 Sep (AKe), 
a rather late date. None were reported e of the Panhandle. 
Northern Cardinal: The latest on the small breeding population in 
Scotts Bluff Co indicates a male and 3 females at the usual 
location just e of Scottsbluff and a male seen in Gering (AKe). 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: None were reported w of Lancaster Co; best 
count was 40 at FF 9 Sep (BP,LP), while last were 1 near Gibbon on 
17 Sep (LRa,RHa) and another at DeSoto Bend NWR 25 Sep (JoJ). 
Black-headed Grosbeak: None were reported. 

Blue Grosbeak: Latest for this statewide species were 1 in Dixon Co 
20 Aug (JJo) and 1 s of Gering 2 Sep (AKe). 

Lazuli Bunting: Reports were from Sioux and Scotts Bluff Cos; last 
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were a female-plumaged bird with sparrows s of Gering 22 Sep (AKe) 
and 2 at Fort Robinson SP 17 Sep (LMa). 

Indigo Bunting: None were reported w of Lancaster Co. Last were 2 
inmmatures in Dixon Co 1 Oct (JJo) , a rather late date. This 
species leaves the e edge of NE much later than elsewhere. 
Dickcissel: None were reported w of Franklin Co. Best count was a 
"whole milo field full of immatures" on 9 Sep at Macon Lakes WPA 
(LRa,RHa). Last was 1 at Arbor Day Farm 26 Sep (LLF). 

Rufous-sided Towhee: Summer birds are of the "spotted" (western) 
race in the Gibbon area (LRa,RHa). 

American Tree Sparrow: Earliest were in Thomas Co 8 Oct (NOU, fide 
NR) . Best count before period end was a spectacular 2 000 in e 
Buffalo Co on 19 Nov (LRa,RHa) . Most of the first sightings were in 
the period 21-29 Oct. 

Chipping Sparrow: Best count was 50 at Ponderosa WMA on 7 Oct 
(LMa) , while last were 1 at Sutherland Res 21 Oct (JMo) and 5 in n 
Lancaster Co 28 Oct (LEi). 

Clay-colored Sparrow: Earliest was 1 at CLNWR on 30 Aug (MFr), an 
early date, in that part of NE suggestive of summering. The summer 
status of this species in nw NE is unclear, with only scanty 
evidence for breeding. Elsewhere earliest was 1 at Funk Lagoon WPA 
on 4 Sep (LRa,RHa), best count a modest 45 there on 27 Sep (LMa), 
and last 1 at FF on 15 Oct (BP,LP) and 3 at Arbor Day Farm 27 Oct 
(LLF). 

Field Sparrow: A single was at CLNWR on 27 Sep (LMa) , where the 
species is rare in fall, with only about 20 records. Last in e NE 
was 1 in Dixon Co 15 Oct (JJo), and in c NE 5 were near Gibbon 14 
Oct (LRa,RHa). 

Vesper Sparrow: As usual, best counts were from w NE, 60 at CLNWR 
on 27 Sep (LMa) and 58 in Kimball Co 23 Sep (WRS) . Latest were 1 at 
CLNWR on 12 Oct (LMa) , a few in ne Kearney Co 15 Oct (LRa,RHa) , and 
2 at Jack Sinn WMA on 8 Oct (BP,LP). 

Lark Sparrow: Best count was 70 at CLNWR on 9 Aug (LMa) , presumably 
flocking summering birds. Summering birds departed the James Ranch 
"high country" 21 Aug (SLe) . Last were 2 at CLNWR on 27 Sep (LMa) , 
and at least 1 in Thomas Co 8 Oct (NOU fide NR). 

Lark Bunting: All reports were from the Panhandle; best counts were 
very modest, only 21 at CLNWR (LMa) and 20 s of Gering on 2 Aug 
(AKe) . Last were 1 at Fort Robinson SP 17 Sep (LMa) and 2 in 
Kimball Co 23 Sep (WRS), the latter a rather late date. 

Savannah Sparrow: Early was 1 at CLNWR 23 Aug (MFr) ; none were 
noted there in summer. Next, were 67 at CLNWR on 12 Sep (LMa) , and 
3\ at Arbor Day Farm on 16 Sep (LLF). Best count was 245 on 14 Oct 
in Phelps and Kearney Cos (LRa,RHa) . Last were 1 at CLNWR 4 Nov 
(LMa) and 7 in York Co 29 Oct (NR). 

Grasshopper Sparrow: Few were reported. Best count was 44 at CLNWR 
on 27 Sep, also latest (LMa). 

Henslow's Sparrow: Two reports without details came to hand: at 
least 1 was seen in Dodge Co 5 and 7 Oct (fide NR) , while 2 were 
with other sparrows in rural Lancaster Co 7 Oct (JMo). These dates 
are within expected fall period based on Kansas specimen data. 

Le Conte's Sparrow: The only reports were from Lancaster Co, where 
2 were at Jack Sinn WMA 24 Sep (JMo) , 8 in rural Lancaster Co 7 Oct 
(JMo), and 2 at Jack Sinn WMA 26 Oct (BP,LP). 

Sharp-tailed Sparrow: Reports for this species also were all from 
Lancaster Co, where 1-2 were at Jack Sinn WMA 4-29 Oct (LEi, fide 
NR) and 1 was at Lincoln Airport 10 Oct (JMo) . The late date at 
Jack Sinn WMA is the latest ever for NE. 

Fox Sparrow: The only reports were of singles at Arbor Day Farm 12 
and 20 Oct (LLF), at FF 18 Oct (BP,LP), and near Gibbon 22 Oct 
(LRa,RHa). 
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Song Sparrow: Rather late were 3 in Scotts Bluff Co 11 Nov (LMa), 
although a few winter in the North Platte valley; this species is 
uncommon in the Panhandle. August reports, presumably of summering 
birds, were from 4 sites in Lancaster Co (LEi), about 6 along the 
Platte R in Buffalo Co (RHa,LRa) , at Funk Lagoon WPA, up to 5 
(LRa,RHa), at Calamus Res 20 Aug (LRa,RHa). and at Arbor Day Farm 
(LLF). West of these locations summering Song Sparrows are rare 
and local. 

Lincoln's sparrow: Earliest were 1 near Funk Lagoon WPA on 10 Sep 
(LRa,RHa) and 1 at Arbor Day Farm 15 Sep (LLF) , best count a modest 
15 in Dixon Co 7 Oct (JJo), and last were 3 at FF 25 Oct (BP,LP), 
except for 2 very late in n Saunders Co 21 Nov (THo) . A few linger 
into Dec in se NE. 

Swamp Sparrow: Summering birds at known locations were at Funk 
Lagoon WPA 5 and 13 Aug (LRa,RHa) and at a marsh just e of North 
Platte, where 3 were found 6 Aug (WRS,SJD). Migrants appeared 24 
Sep at Jack Sinn WMA (JMo) , and were last seen at Arbor Day Farm 3 
Nov (LLF). 

White-throated Sparrow: None were reported w of Thomas Co, where at 
least 1 was seen 8 Oct (NOU, fide NR) . Earliest were 5 at Dodge 
Park, Omaha, on 19 Sep (JoJ) , and most only 10, in n Saunders Co on 
14 Oct (THo). A few linger into Dec or even later, such as 1 still 
at a Bellevue feeder 30 Nov (KCR). 

White-crowned Sparrow: Earliest were in w NE, with 1 s of Gering 22 
Sep (AKe) , and in e NE none appeared until 1 Oct, when 1 was in 
Dixon Co (JJo) . Best count was 85 in Scotts Bluff Co on 30 Sep 
(LMa). 

Harris' Sparrow: The only Panhandle report was of 1 s of Gering 22 
Oct (AKe) . Earliest were 2 at Jensen Lagoon WPA on 24 Sep 
(LRa,RHa). Best count was an excellent 250 at Harlan Co Res on 11 
Nov (LRa,RHa). 

Dark-eyed Junco: Migrants appeared first in Dixon Co, where 1 was 
noted 22 Sep (JJo) , and at CLNWR, 1 on 4 Oct (MFr) . Best count was 
only 85, at Arbor Day Farm 7 Nov (LLF). First "slate-colored" and 
"Oregon" types were noted at James Ranch 15 Oct (SLe), a rather 
early fall arrival date for "oregon"; "white-winged" summer there. 
McCown's Longspur: The only reports were from the Panhandle, where 
12 were still at a summering location in Kimball Co 24 Sep (WRS) 

and a migrant was at CLNWR 23 Oct (LMa) , a rather late fall date. 

Wintering is undocumented in NE, although there are a few reports 
Nov-Feb. 

Lapland Longspur: The only report was of 5 with Horned Larks near 
Gibbon on 10 Nov (LRa,RHa). 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: The only report was of 12 presumed 
migrants at Clear Creek WMA, in Keith Co, 24 Sep (WRS). 

Bobolink: At CLNWR, rather westward for this species, 5 were 
present 15 Aug (LMa) , and last was 1 on 11 Sep (MFr) . Few were 

reported, with 16 at Arbor Lake WMA on 20 Aug the observer's only 

sighting for the period (LEi), and juveniles were noted near Gibbon 
26 Aug, again the observers' only sighting (LRa,RHa). 

Red-winged Blackbird: Best counts were modest; 1140 were at CLNWR 
on 27 Sep (LMa) and 800 were in sw Dixon Co 27 Oct (JJo). 

Eastern Meadowlark: Reports from CLNWR near the w edge of the range 
included singles on 27 Sep (LMa) and 24 Oct (MFr) . Last in 
Lancaster Co were 2 at Branched Oak SRA 1 Oct (LEi). 

Western Meadowlark: Last at James Ranch was on 9 Oct (SLe), but 1 
was still at CLNWR 15 Nov (MFr). Best count was 220 at CLNWR on 6 
Oct (LMa), apparently migrants. 

Yellow-headed Blackbird: Reports were from Lancaster Co westward. 
Best count was 400 at Funk Lagoon WPA on 24 Sep (WRS). Last in e 
and c NE was in Buffalo Co 14 Oct (LRa,RHa), and, in w NE, last at 
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CLNWR was 1 on 10 Oct (MFr), although 1 was still at Kiowa WMA as 
late as 21 Nov (LMa). 

Rusty Blackbird: The only reports were 8 in Dixon Co on 5 Nov (JJo) 
and 1 there 18 Nov (JJo) . Few observers take the time to sort 
through the massive fall blackbird flocks to find this species and 
the next. 

Brewer's Blackbird: Few were reported. In e and c NE, where the 
species is an uncommon migrant, 2 were in Dixon Co 10 Sep (JJo) , 6 
were there 16 Sep (JJo), 1 was at Arbor Lake WMA 23 Sep (LEi), 35, 
a good count, were near Arnold on 8 Oct (LRa,RHa) , and 2 were near 
Gibbon on 3 Nov (LRa,RHa) . Last at CLNWR, where the species is a 
fairly common migrant, was seen 7 Oct (MFr). 

Great-tailed Grackle: This species was"numerous" at Funk Lagoon 
WPA, a breeding site, on 10 Sep (LRa,RHa) . As usual in recent 
years, later sightings occur to the s and e of the Rainwater Basin, 
such as 12 at Arbor L WMA on 18 Nov (LEi) . Could these be migrants 
heading for nw Missouri, where large flocks have wintered in recent 
years? 

Common Grackle: Best counts were "tens of thousands" in se Custer 
Co on 6 Oct (LRa,RHa) and 2000 at Dodge Park on 27 Sep (JoJ). Last 
in w NE, where wintering is rare, was 1 in Scotts Bluff Co on 19 
Nov (LMa). 

Brown-headed Cowbird: Best counts were of 100 females with Red¬ 
winged Blackbirds at Funk Lagoon WPA on 13 Aug (LRa,RHa) , and a 
modest 100 there on 24 Sep (WRS). None were reported w of Phelps 

Co. Latest were 10 near West Point on 4 Nov (LEi), a rather late 

date at that locality, and 23 Nov at Funk Lagoon WPA (LRa,RHa). 
Orchard Oriole: Last were a female near Gibbon on 17 Sep (LRa,RHa) , 
1 at Bellevue on 9 Sep (BP,LP) and, in w NE, 2 at CLNWR on 15 Aug 
(LMa). 

Northern Oriole: Reports were statewide, but observers did not note 
whether w sightings were of "Bullock's" or "Baltimore" types. Last 
were 1 at CLNWR on 15 Aug (LMa) , in c NE, 10 Sep near Gibbon 

(LRa,RHa), and, in e NE, 1 was in Otoe Co 12 Sep (LLF). 

Purple Finch: A few had arrived by 7 Oct in Thomas Co (NOU fide 
NR,LRa,RHa) , and at FF 1 was seen 9 Oct (BP,LP) . Best count was 25 
in n Saunders Co on 25 Nov (THo). 

House Finch: This species was noted in Thomas Co 8 Nov (NOU fide 
NR). At present lowest numbers occur in the Sandhills. 

Red Crossbill: Up to 5 were noted at NNF, Halsey, 7 Oct (NOU fide 
NR) , where the species has recently become a resident, although 
nesting evidence is lacking. Nesting usually occurs inlate winter. 
Best count was 27 at Ponderosa WMA on 28 Oct (LMa). 

Common Redpoll: The only report was of 2 at Cunningham L on 31 Oct 
(JoJ), about the 4th earliest ever for NE. In general, arrival has 
been after 6 Nov. 

Pine Siskin: A few were in Thomas Co by 8 Oct (NOU fide NR) , where 
the species is not known to summer. Earliest elsewhere was 1 near 
Gibbon as early as 2 Sep (LRa,RHa) , followed much later by 1 in 
Dixon Co by 29 Oct (JJo). None were noted in Otoe Co until 28 Nov 
(LLF). Best count was 85 in Wildcat Hills on 19 Nov (LMa). 

Lesser Goldfinch: A report was received without details of a 
sighting in early Sep near Gering. There are 3 other NE records, in 
the period 20 May-9 Jul. 
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A POSSIBLE BREEDING RECORD FOR CLARK'S NUTCRACKER IN 
NORTHWESTERN NEBRASKA IN 1987 
Diana F. Tomback 

Dept. Biology, University of Colorado at Denver 80217-3364 

In the late morning of 17 May, 1987, my husband and I drove 
into Sowbelly Canyon, which is in the Pine Ridge area of 
northwestern Nebraska. In the canyon, about 3.3 miles from 
Harrison, we were in a ponderosa pine (Pinus ponderosa )-riparian 
community ecotone, and were startled to hear and see a flock of 
Clark's Nutcrackers (Nucifraga Columbiana). About 30 adults were 
perched on branches or flying about the tops of the ponderosa 
pines. From the abundance of cones, it was clear that there had 
been a good seed crop the previous fall. Some of the birds were 
perched on or near cones, sorting through the scales and removing 
seeds. I saw similar foraging behavior by Clark's Nutcrackers in 
Jeffrey pines (Pinus jeffreyi) during winter and spring in the 
eastern Sierra Nevada, California (Tomback 1978). 

At the top of a ponderosa pine, a young nutcracker was begging 
with the characteristic hunger call (aaa-aaa-aaa) and wing 
fluttering (Mewaldt 1956, Tomback 1978). An adult, presumably a 
parent, removed seeds from cones nearby in the same tree, paused 
after a few minutes, went to the young bird and fed it, then 
resumed foraging for seeds. I watched the interaction with 
binoculars and noticed that the insides of the mouth of the young 
bird were pink and that the plumage was definitely fluffy and 
juvenal buffy-gray (Mewaldt 1958). There was at least one more 
feeding bout before the two birds moved on through the forest. 

The young bird was probably out of the nest not more than a 
few weeks, if that long. The insides of the bill gradually turn 
black during the postnatal and postjuvenal molts (Mewaldt 1956). 
Since the nestling period is about 20 days and incubation is 18 
days, the eggs were probably laid in late March or early April (see 
Mewaldt 1956). I do not believe that it is possible for a bird so 
young to be hatched within the main breeding range of Clark's 
Nutcracker. The birds probably overwintered in the area in response 
to the abundant ponderosa pine seed crop. This is supported by the 
observation of Richard C. Rosche (pers. comm. 1996) that Clark's 
Nutcrackers moved into western Nebraska in winter, 1987; a flock of 
71 were in the two Hat Canyons east of Sowbelly Canyon on 7 
February, 1987. 
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Nutcracker eruptions from the main range have been well- 
documented. These movements are believed to occur in response to 
regional failures of their primary conifer seed sources (Davis and 
Williams 1957, 1964, Fisher and Myres 1979, Vander Wall et al. 

1981). Peterson (1988) described an invasion of nutcrackers into 
the southern Black Hills in late August, 1986. He documented the 
first nesting record by the species for South Dakota in April, 
1987. His observations, as well as mine in Sowbelly Canyon, suggest 
that the 1986-1987 invasion was regional. 

There is the possibility that the Sowbelly Canyon nutcracker 
family had recently moved south from the Black Hills. This is 
unlikely for several reasons. The state boundary is about 40 miles 
north of Harrison, and it is doubtful that a family group would 
move so far with such a young bird. If travel did occur, it would 
be very slow since the juveniles must be fed regularly (Tomback 
1977, 1978) . Also, the habitat between the Black Hills and the Pine 
Ridge area is unsuitable for a family group, with "prickly pear and 
buffalo grass" (Wayne Mollhoff, pers. comm. 1989) . R.C. Rosche 
(pers. comm. 1996) pointed out that the family group could have 
come from the pine ridge region of eastern Wyoming. In general, 
nutcracker family groups tend to have a home range in which the 
parents stored seed caches the previous fall (Tomback 1978). They 
recover these seed caches from winter through summer months, often 
feeding their young with retrieved seeds (Tomback 1978, Vander Wall 
and Hutchins 1983). 
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WHOOPING CRANE SIGHTINGS DURING JULY-DECEMBER, 1995 MIGRATION 
Compiled from information provided by 
Steven Anschutz, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
203 West Second St., Grand Island, NE 68801 

The first dates recorded for confirmed observations of 
migrating Whooping Cranes were July 13 in Canada and September 21 
in the United States, and the last date was November 6 in Nebraska. 
Sightings were reported in Canada from Alberta (1) and Saskatchewan 
(34), and in the U.S. from North Dakota (4), South Dakota (1), 
Nebraska (4), Kansas (10), and Oklahoma (2). The weather during 
September and October was mild with minor disturbances on Sept. 20 
and Oct. 23 causing snow over the Northern Great Plains. The first 
significant outbreak of cold air occurred during the week of 
November 5. Based on reported sightings, the peak of the migration 
occurred between October 21 and November 3. On Oct. 30, 30 Whooping 
Cranes were confirmed on the ground in Kansas. The migration 
progressed quite rapidly, and by November 7, 122 birds had arrived 
at the Aransas National Wildlife Refuge in Texas. By mid-December, 
155 birds (127 adults/subadults and 28 young, both record numbers) 
were overwintering at Aransas. 

In addition to the following confirmed and probable sightings 
in Nebraska, an unconfirmed sighting of three cranes in flight was 
reported from Hitchcock County five miles northeast of Palisade on 
Oct. 24. The legal descriptions of locations by township and range, 
and information for other states can be obtained from the NBR 
Editor or from Wally Jobman at the address listed under the title. 


Sighting Date 


No. of Cranes 


Location 


Confirmed Sightings: 



10/24/95 

3 

Custer Co., flying 6 mi. 
east of Broken Bow along 
Hwy 2. 

10/25/95 

5 

Buffalo Co. , Platte River, 
2.75 mi. east of Hwy 10 
bridge. 

11/03/95 

1 

Buffalo Co., flying over 
Kearney. 

11/06-16/95 

1 

Kearney Co., 2.5 mi. north, 
1.5 mi. west of Axtell. 

Probable Sightings: 



10/04/95 

3 

Howard Co., 3 mi. south of 
Dannebrog, Loup River. 

10/24/95 

7 

Dawson Co., flying over 
Overton 1-80 interchange. 

10/24/95 

3 

Hayes Co., flying 5 mi. 
northeast of Palisade. 

11/03/95 

8 

Buffalo Co., flying 5 mi. 
west of Kearney bridge. 
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NEBRASKA ORNITHOLOGISTS' UNION FALL FIELD DAYS, OCTOBER 6-8, 1995 
AT THE NEBRASKA NATIONAL FOREST NEAR HALSEY 

Highlights of Executive Committee Meeting 

(Robin Harding. Secretary) 

Betty Grenon, Treasurer, reported that NOU has 240 members. 

George Brown, Past President, reported on plans for the 1996 
Annual Meeting to be held in Kearney, NE on May 17-19. Bill Huser, 
Vice President, announced that the 1997 Annual Meeting will be held 
jointly with The Iowa Ornithologists' Union and The South Dakota 
Ornithologists' Union in South Sioux City, NE. in May (dates not 
set). There was some discussion about having a hospitality room to 
encourage mixing of the three groups. The 1996 Fall Field Days will 
be held at the Nebraska National Forest near Halsey on the first 
weekend of October. 

Neal Ratzlaff, President, received favorable comments on the 
revised NOU field card. Printing costs will be paid by the Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission non-game wildlife fund, and the cards 
will be free of charge to NOU members. The possibility of selling 
the field cards through the American Birding Association's ABA 
Sales Catalog, was discussed. Neal will ask Ross Lock for the 
approval of the Game and Parks Commission before a decision is 
made. Neal said that Ross wants to see an outline if an NOU member 
wishes to publish an article about the field card and the 
importance of documenting bird migration, in the Nebraskaland 
magazine. 

The Breeding Bird Atlas Project is on hold, waiting for Wayne 
Mollhoff to get time to finish it. The proposal by Tom Meyers to 
archive NOU records has made no further progress. 

NOU Fall Bird Count. October 7-8. 1995 

The count locations included the Nebraska National Forest, 
which is mostly in Thomas County, and four counties: Blaine, Brown, 
Cherry, and Thomas (outside the forest). The sightings totalled 103 
species during the count period, compared to 118 in 1994 and 100 in 
1993 for the same locations but about a month earlier. 

The species are listed in the following table. 


Table 1. Bird species observed October 7-8, 1995, in four Nebraska 
counties, with Thomas Co. divided into the portion containing 
the Nebraska National Forest (NNF), and the portion outside the 
forest. X = species present. 


Species 

NNF 

Cherry 

Brown 

Thomas (- NNF) 

Blaine 

Pied-billed Grebe 


X 

X 



Eared Grebe 


X 




Western Grebe 


X 




Amer. White Pelican 

X 

X 


X 

X 

Double-crested 

Cormorant 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Great Blue Heron 

X 

X 



X 

Cattle Egret 



X 
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Species 

NNF 

Cherry 

Brown 

Thomas (-NNF) 

Blaine 

Trumpeter Swan 


X 




Canada Goose 


X 

X 


X 

Wood Duck 

X 

X 



X 

Green-winged Teal 


X 

X 



Mallard 

X 

X 

X 


X 

Northern Pintail 


X 




Blue-winged Teal 

X 

X 

X 



Northern Shoveler 


X 

X 



Gadwall 


X 

X 



American Wigeon 


X 

X 



Canvasback 



X 



Redhead 


X 

X 



Ring-necked Duck 


X 

X 



Lesser Scaup 


X 

X 



Bufflehead 


X 




Ruddy Duck 


X 

X 


X 

Turkey Vulture 

X 

X 


X 


Northern Harrier 

X 

X 

X 


X 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

X 


X 

X 


Swainson's Hawk 

X 


X 


X 

Red-tailed Hawk 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Ferruginous Hawk 

X 

X 


X 

X 

Rough-legged Hawk 

X 




X 

Golden Eagle 


X 




American Kestrel 

X 

X 


X 

X 

Peregrine Falcon 

X 





Prairie Falcon 

X 

X 

X 

X 


Ring-necked Pheasant 


X 

X 

X 

X 

Greater Prairie-Chicken 

X 


X 

X 

X 

Sharp-tailed Grouse 

X 



X 

X 

Wild Turkey 

X 



X 

X 

Virginia Rail 





X 

American Coot 


X 

X 



Killdeer 

X 



X 


Greater Yellowlegs 


X 

X 



Spotted Sandpiper 

X 





Ring-billed Gull 


X 

X 


X 

Rock Dove 


X 



X 

Mourning Dove 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
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Species 

NNF 

Cherry 

Brown 

Thomas (-NNF) 

Blaine 

Eastern Screech-Owl 

X 



X 


Great Horned Owl 

X 



X 


Burrowing Owl 


X 




Common Poorwill 

X 





Belted Kingfisher 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Red-headed Woodpecker 

X 



X 


Downy Woodpecker 

X 

X 


X 


Hairy Woodpecker 

X 

X 


X 


Northern Flicker 

X 

X 


X 

X 

Say's Phoebe 




X 


Horned Lark 

X 

X 



X 

Purple Martin 


X 

X 



Barn Swallow 

X 


X 


X 

Blue Jay 

X 


X 

X 


American Crow 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Black-capped Chickadee 

X 

X 


X 


Red-breasted Nuthatch 

X 

X 


X 


White-breasted Nuthatch 

X 





House Wren 

X 

X 




Ruby-crowned Kinglet 

X 


X 



Eastern Bluebird 

X 

X 


X 

X 

Townsend's Solitaire 

X 

X 


X 


American Robin 

X 

X 


X 

X 

Gray Catbird 

X 





Brown Thrasher 

X 





American Pipit 


X 




Cedar Waxwing 

X 



X 


Shrike species 





X 

Orange-crowned Warbler 

X 

X 

X 



Nashville Warbler 

X 





Yellow-rumped Warbler 

X 

X 

X 



Northern Cardinal 

X 

X 




Rufous-sided Towhee 
(spotted) 

X 


X 

X 


American Tree Sparrow 


X 


X 

X 

Chipping Sparrow 

X 

X 



X 

Clay-colored Sparrow 

X 

X 


X 

X 

Field Sparrow 

X 

X 


X 

X 

Vesper Sparrow 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

















































120 


The Nebraska Bird Review, 


Vol. 63 


| Species 

NNF 

Cherry 

Brown 

Thomas (-NNF) 

Blaine 

| Lark Sparrow 





X 

| Savannah Sparrow 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Song Sparrow 

X 

X 

X 



Lincoln's Sparrow 

X 





Swamp Sparrow 

X 





I White-throat. Sparrow 

X 

X 




| White-crowned Sparrow 

X 

X 


X 


Harris' Sparrow 

X 

X 

X 

X 


| Dark-eyed Junco 

X 

X 


X 

X 

1 Red-winged Blackbird 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Western Meadowlark 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

H Yellow-headed Blackbird 


X 




| Common Grackle 

X 

X 


X 

X 

Purple Finch 

X 





House Finch 

X 



X 


Red Crossbill 

X 





Pine Siskin 

X 





American Goldfinch 

X 

X 


X 

X 

| House Sparrow 


X 



X 
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1994 Bald Eagle Count 30 
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Brownrigg, John 3 
Bufflehead 4, 17, 39, 61, 73, 99, 
118 
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Lazuli 57, 80,,110 
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Counties 

Blaine 23, 25(2), 117 
Boone 3, 4, 23, 26(2) 

Boyd 25(2), 26, 83 
Brown, 25, 27, 83, 117 

Buffalo 4, 10, 24, 26, 30, 

83(3), 116(3) 


Burt 

25 

Cass 

4, 11, 26 

Cedar 

23, 25, 

Chase 

23, 26(2), 84 

Cherry 

23, 25, 27, 

Clay 

26 

Colfax 

24 

Cuming 

27 

Custer 

27, 83, 116 

Dakota 

25 

Dawes 

23, 27 

Dawson 

24, 30, 85, 

Deuel 

24, 

Dixon 

23, 25(2) 

Dodge 

24, 27, 62 

Douglas 4, 24, 26, 

Dundy 

23, 27, 

Franklin 25, 30 

Frontier 26(2) 


Furnas 27, 83 
Garden 23(2), 24, 26 
Garfield 3, 4, 23, 25, 26 
Gosper 30, 31, 85 
Greeley 23(2), 25, 27 
Hall 3, 4, 24, 83(3) 

Haailton 83 

Harlan 25, 26, 27, 30 

Hayes 116 

Hitchcock 26, 27, 116 
Holt 25, 83(2) 

Howard 23, 25(2), 116 

Kearney 4, 10, 30, 83, 116 

Keith 4, 10, 14(3), 23(2), 

24(2), 27, 31, 66, 88, 89 

Keya Paha 83 

Knox 23, 25(2), 27 
Lancaster 4(2), 10, 11, 26 
Lincoln 4, 11, 24(3), 26(2), 

61, 67, 83(2), 84, 85 
Loup 3, 4, 25, 26 
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Morrill 23, 24 
Nance 25, 27 
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Otoe 4, 12, 26 
Pawnee 39(2) 

Phelps 26, 30, 83, 86 

Platte 24, 25. 

Polk 23, 27, 60 
Richardson 26 
Rock 25 

Sarpy 4, 11, 24, 26, 62(2) 

Saunders 62 

Scotts Bluff 3, 11, 24 

Seward 4, 11 

Sheridan 23, 26, 27 

Sheraan 4, 10, 25 

Sioux 23, 27(2) 

Stanton 27 
Thayer 27 

Thomas 23(2), 25, 27, 117 
Thurston 25 
Valley 23, 25(2) 

Washington 3, 4, 25, 62 
Wayne 27 
Webster 25 
Wheeler 23, 27 
York 60 

Cohn, L. Cody 60 

Coot, American 42, 61, 62, 74, 100 
118 

Cormorant, Double-crested 36, 61, 

62, 71, 96, 117 
Neotropic 70, 71 

Cowbird, Brown-headed 9, 22, 59, 
61, 66, 113 

Crane. Common 13 

Sandhill 14, 18, 42, 100, 
Whooping 42, 82, 101, 116 
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7, 

20, 

50, 

107 


Crossbill, Red 


14, 

22, 

82, 

113 

120 

White-winged 
Crow, American 

13, 

7, 

, 14 
20, 

49, 61, 

64, 


107, 119 

Cuckoo, Black-billed 46, 77, 104 
Yellow-billed 47, 63, 77, 84, 

104 

Cunninghan, Barbara 12 
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Long-billed 43, 75, 101 
Currier, Lisa 66 
Paul 10 

Cutshall, Isolde 3, 11, 79 
Roger 3, 11, 12 
DeCarmo, Jan 10, 22, 60, 82 
Kevin 10, 22, 60, 82, 113 
DeLisle, Jennifer 15 
Dickcissel 57, 65, 80, 111 
Dickey, Tom 3 

Dinan, John 10 

1994 and 1995 Surveys of Bald and 
Colden Eagles in Nebraska 23 
Dinsmore, James J, 66 

Stephen J. 10, 22, 60, 113 

Cattle Egrets Nesting 89 

First Nesting Records for 
Mississippi Kite 88 

Laughing Culls in Nebraska 66 
Dipper, American 13 
Documentation - Species the Records 
Committee wants Documented 12 
Doremus, Joe 10 
Dove, Common Ground 13 
Inca 13 

Mourning 6, 19, 46, 61, 63, 84, 
104, 118 

Rock 6, 61, 63, 84, 118 
White-winged 34, 46 


Dowitcher, Long-billed 45, 76, 103 
Short-billed 44, 102 


Duck, American 

Black 

16, 

38, 

97 


Harlequin 

13 






Mottled 13 







Ring-necked 

4, 

17, 

39, 

72, 

98, 

118 

Ruddy 5, 17, 

40, 

61, 

62, 

73, 

99, 

118 

Wood 10, 16, 

38, 

61, 

62, 

72, 

97, 

118 

sp. 3, 10 







Duncan, Harry 

3 







Dunlin 44, 

63, 

102 



Eagle, Bald 

5, 

17, 

23, 

30, 31, 40 

62, 73, 

84, 

99 



Golden 5, 

, 18, 

, 23, 

i 42, 

, 74, 96, 


100, 118 


Eavens, Marie 61 
Egret, Cattle 37, 61, 62, 71, 89, 
96, 117 


Egret, Creat 36, 71, 96 


Snowy 36, 71, 

89, 

94, 

96 

Eider, Common 13 



King 13 




Einemann, Larry 

10, 

12, 

22, 60, 82 

113 




Etherton, James J. 


10 , 

114 

Fair, Jeanne 60 




Falcon, Peregrine 

41, 100, 118 

Prairie 5, 18, 

41 

, 74, 

, 100, 118 

Falk, Carol 12, 

60, 

82, 

114 


Lawrence L, 12, 22, 60, 82, 114 
Fall Field Day and Bird Count 117 
Falzgraf, Nellie 66 
Farmer, Adrian 60 
Finch, Cassin’s 13 

House 9, 59, 61, 66, 84, 113, 120 
Purple 9, 14, 22, 59, 113, 120 
First Nesting Records for Mississippi 
Kite in Nebraska 88 
Flicker, Northern 7, 19, 48, 61, 

63, 84 105, 119 

Flycatcher, Acadian 48, 70, 77 
Alder 48, 105 
Ash-throated 13 
Cordilleran 48, 106 
Great Crested 48, 63, 78, 106 
Hammond*s 13 
Least 48, 63, 77, 106 
Myiarchus 70 
Olive-sided 48, 77, 105 
Vermilion 13 
Willow 48, 63, 77, 105 
Yellow-bellied 13, 48 
Empidonax sp. 63, 77 
French, Marlin 60, 82, 114 
Cadwall, 4, 16, 38, 72, 98, 118 
Gahl, Jean 3, 11 
Callinule, Purple 13 
Gentes, Sue 66 
Giblin, Daryl and Margaret 10 
Gilson, Richard 11 
Gnatcatcher, Blue-gray 51, 64, 79, 108 
Godwit, Hudsonian 43 
Marbled 43, 75, 101 
Goldeneye, Barrow’s 13, 99 
Common 17, 39, 98 
Golden-Plover, American 42, 101 
Goldfinch, American 9, 22, 60, 61, 
66, 120 

Lesser 13, 113 
Goose, Barnacle 37 
Bean 13 

Canada 4, 16, 37, 61, 62, 72, 

97, 118 

Greater White-fronted 4, 16, 37, 97 
Ross* 16, 37, 97 
Snow 4, 16(4), 37, 72, 97 
Goshawk, Northern 5, 17, 99 
Crackle, Common 9, 22, 59, 61, 66, 
84, 113, 120 

Great-tailed 9, 59, 82, 113 
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Grebe, Clark’s 13, 36 


Eared 14, 

15, 

36, 

61, 

62, 

71, 


96, 117 







Horned 4, 

14, 

15, 

36, 

71, 

96 


Pied-billed 

4, 

35, 

61, 

71, 

95, 

117 

Red-necked 

13, 

96 





Western 4, 

, 14, 

15, 

, 36, 

, 71 

96, 

117 

Green, Ruth 

11, 

41, 

66, 

101 



Grenon, Alan 

13. 

91 





Betty 11, 

66, 

117 






Grill, Essie and San 3, 11 


Grosbeak, Black-headed 56, 61, 80, 
84, 110 

Blue 57, 61, 80, 110 
Evening 14, 60 
Pine 13, 

Rose-breasted 56(2), 65, 110 
Grouse, Sage 13 

Sharp-tailed 6, 18, 41, 61, 74, 
100, 118 

Gubanyi, Joe 10, 12, 22, 60, 82, 91 
Species for which the Records 
Committee seeks Documentation 12 
Gull, Bonaparte’s 19, 45, 103 
California 6, 19, 45, 76, 103 
Common Black-headed 13 
Franklin’s 45, 66, 76, 103 
Glaucous 6, 19, 46, 104 
Glaucous-winged 34, 46 
Great Black-backed 13 

Herring 6, 19, 45, 67(2), 76, 103 

Iceland 13, 19 

Laughing 13, 14, 18, 66 
Lesser Black-backed 13, 46 
Little 34, 45 

Ring-billed 6, 19, 45, 61, 63, 

66, 67(2), 76, 103, 118 
Sabine’s 13, 104 
Thayer’s 6, 13, 19, 46, 103 
Thayer’s/Iceland 14, 19 

Gyrfalcon 13 
Hall, Carolyn 10 
Nancy 10 
Hancock, Betsy 10 


Harding, Robin 10, 22, 30, 60, 82, 
91, 114, 117 
Hardy, Yvonne 11 


Harrier, Northern 

5, 

17, 

40, 

60, 


61, 73, 99, 118 






Hawk, Broad-winged 

40, 

, 73, 

99 



Cooper’s 5. 40 

, 62, 

, 73, 

99 



Ferruginous 5, 18, 40, 74, 

100, 

118 

Harlan’s 10 






Harris’ 13, 14 

, 17 





Red-shouldered 5 

, 40, 

, 62, 

70 

, 73, 

( 99 

Red-tailed 5, 18, 61, 62, 

100, 

118 

Rough-legged 5 

. 18 

, 40, 

100, 118 

Sharp-shinned 5, 

40, 

62, 

73, 

99, 

118 

Swainson’s 40, 

61, 

62, 

74, 

84, 



100, 118 


Hawk, continued 

(Accipiter) sp. 5 
(Buteo) sp. 5 
(Falcon) sp. 6 
sp. 10 

Hawk-Owl, Northern 13 
Helter, Bob 10 
Jeannette 10 
Helzer, Chris 12 
Hensley, Craig 11 
Heron, Great-blue 4, 16, 36, 61, 

62, 71, 96, 117 
Green 37, 62, 71, 96 
Little Blue 37, 71, 94, 96 
Tricolored 13 
Hoffman, Thomas 60, 82, 114 
Hoover, Greg 61 
Hughson, Helen 11, 60 
Hummingbird, Broad-tailed 13, 105 
Calliope 13, 15 
Ruby-throated 47, 63, 77, 105 

Rufous 13, 105 
Humpert, Mark 10 
Huser, Bill F. 13, 22, 60, 82, 91, 
114, 117 

Hybrid (?) (Common Goldeneye/Hooded 
Merganser) 17 

Ibis, White-faced 37, 72, 97 
Iowa 3, 4(3), 10, 11 
Jaeger, Long-tailed 13 

Parasitic 13 
Pomarine 13 

Jay, Blue 7, 20. 49, 61, 64, 78, 

84, 107, 119 
Gray 13 

Pinyon 20, 49, 78, 107 
Stellar’s 13 
Jensen, Marilyn 11 
Johnson, Clyde E. 114 
Evelyn 30 
Jan 22, 60, 82, 114 
Jorgensen, Gerald 10, 22, 60 
Joel 10, 22, 60, 82, 91, 114 
Junco, Dark-eyed 9, 21, 58. 81, 112, 
120 

Kansas 18 

Kaufman, Paul and Karla 10 
Keenan, Phoebe 30 
Kellogg, Wes 30 

Kenitz, Alice 11, 22, 60, 82, 114 
Kestrel, American 5, 41, 61, 62, 

74, 100, 118 

Killdeer 6, 18(2), 42, 61, 62, 75, 
101, 118 

Kincanon, Gene 11 
Kingbird, Cassin’s 49, 78, 106 
Eastern 49, 61, oo, 84, 106 

Western 49, 61, 63, 84, 106 

Kingfisher, Belted 7, 47, 63, 119 
Kinglet, Golden-crowned 8, 20, 51, 107 
Ruby-crowned 8, 51, 64, 108, 119 
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Kite, American Swallow-tailed 13 

Black-shouldered 60 
Mississippi 13, 70, 73, 83, 99 
White-tailed 13 
Kittiwake, Black-legged 13, 104 
Klaphake, Clem 11, 66 
Damon 11 

Klubertanz, Tom 60 
Knaggs, Roger Bald Eagle Counts 
from Two Viewing Facilities 31 
Knot, Red 13, 102 


Knott, Tim 

10 


Koenig, Lucy 

22, 60, 82, 

114 

Korpi, Ray 

11, 66 


Kovanda, Jim 

3, 11, 60, 

66 

Sandy 3, 

11, 60, 66 


Kroeger, Ken 

10 



Kruse, Anne and Ron 10 
Labedz, Thomas 12, 91(2), 114 
Lamphere, Steve 3 
Lark, Horned 7, 14, 20, 22, 49, 63, 
106, 112, 119 
Larkin, Jude 11 
Robert 11 

Laughing Culls in Western Nebraska 66 
Lemmon, Sandy 27, 60, 82, 114 
Leuhrs, Rich 10 
Lincoln County Bird Count 61 
Lingle, Gary 10 
Ryan 10 
Lock, Ross 117 

Longspur, Chestnut-collared 59, 81, 
112 

Lapland 9, 14, 22, 59, 112 
McCown*s 58, 81, 112 
Smith*s 13 

Loon, Common 14, 15, 35, 71, 95 
Pacific 13, 70(2), 95 
Red-throated 13, 95 

Maas, Don 11, 66 

Magpie, Black-billed 7, 20, 49, 61, 
78, 107 

Mallard 4, 16, 38, 61, 62, 72, 97, 118 
Malone, Larry 10, 11, 22, 60, 82, 

94, 114 

Martin, Purple 49, 61, 63, 78, 106, 

119 

Markvicka, Hank 10 
Marsh, Eldon 11 
Maslowski, Linda 10 
Peter 10 

McCartney, Connie 10 
McEvoy, Pat 61 
McKinney, Brad 11 

McLochlin, Jim 3, 66 

McMaster, Leona 11 
Meadowlark, Eastern 59, 66, 82, 112 
Western 9, 22, 61, 66, 112, 120 
sp, 9, 22, 66 
Meeting, NOU 1995 Annual 91 


Merganser, Common 5, 14, 17, 39, 

70, 73, 99 

Hooded 4, 17(2), 39, 73, 99 
Red-breasted 10, 39, 99 
Merlin 5, 41, 100 
Meyers, Jim 10 

Migration Count, Sarpy Co,, 1995 62 

Missouri 4, 12 

Mockingbird, Northern 8, 52, 61, 

79, i08 

Mollhoff, Wayne 3, 11, 22, 117 
Moorhen, Common 13 
Morris, Lee 60 
Rosalind 10 
Mortensen, Jennifer 3 
Mount.ioy, Jim 10, 60, 114 
Murrelet, Ancient 13 
Nation, Cliff 11 
Nebraska Waterfowl Stamp and Neal R. 
Anderson 90 

Nests and Nesting 15, 37(2), 40(5), 
41(3), 42(2), 45, 47, 50(3), 51, 

58, 59, 71(3), 72(2), 73(2), 74, 

75, 76, 77, 78, 79(3), 80(5), 

82(2), 88, 89, 99, 101, 104/105, 
105, 106, 114 
Neussendorfer, Elmer 11 
Niemer, Amy 60 

Night-Heron, Black-crowned 37, 61, 

71, 96 

Yellow-crowned 37, 72, 94, 97 
Nighthawk, Common 63, 84, 105 
1994 and 1995 Surveys of Bald and 
Golden Eagles in Nebraska 23 
Noan, Shirley 3, 66 
Noecker, Colleen and Don 3 

Norton, Nancy and Virgil 61 

NOU Bird Count, May 19-21, 1995 62 

Nutcracker, Clark’s 7, 11, 13, 14, 
20, 114 

Nuthatch, Pygmy 50, 107 

Red-breasted 7, 15, 20, 50, 78, 
107, 119 

White-breasted 7, 11, 20, 64, 

107, 119 

Oldsquaw 17, 39, 98 

Oriole, Northern 59, 61, 66, 82, 

84, 113 

Orchard 59, 61, 66, 82, 84, 113 
Osprey 5, 40, 61, 62, 73, 99 
Ovenbird 15, 55, 65, 80, 110 
Owl, Barred 6, 19, 47, 63, 77, 104 
Boreal 13 

Burrowing 47, 104, 119 
Great Gray 13 
Great Horned 6, 63, 119 
Long-eared 6, 19, 47, 61, 104 
Northern Saw-whet 19, 47 
Short-eared 7, 19, 47, 77, 104 
Snowy 10, 
sp. 10 
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padelford, Babs 3, 11, 60, 66, 82, 114 
Loren 3, 11, 13, 60, 66, 82, 91, 114 
Paine, Eileen 10, 30 
Partridge, Gray 6, 18, 41, 74, 100, 
parula. Northern 54, 64, 79, 109 
Paseka, Don 3, 60, 66 
Janis 3, 66 

Pelican, American White 4, 15, 36, 
61, 62, 71, 96, 117 
Brown 13 

Pennington, L. Iola 84 
Peterson, Cheryl 3 
Petti.iohn, Don and Verne 11 30 

Peyton, Mark 10, 

Bald Eagle Counts from Two Viewing 
Facilities, 1994-95 31 

Wintering Bald Eagles, 1994-1995 84 

Phainopepla 13 
Phalarope, Red 13, 103 
Red-necked 45, 103 
Wilson’s 45, 61, 76, 103 
Pheasant, Ring-necked 6, 18, 41, 

61, 62, 74, 100, 118 
Phoebe, Eastern 48, 61, 63, 77, 106 
Say’s 48, 78, 106, 119 
Pintail, Northern 4, 14, 16, 38, 

72, 97, 118 

Pipit, American 52, 108, 119 
Sprague’s 13, 34, 52 
Plover, Black-bellied 42, 101 
Mountain 13, 42, 75 
Piping 42, 62, 74, 101 
Semipalmated 42, 74, 101 
Snowy 13, 42 
Poague, Kevin 12 

Pohlman, Neil 3 

Poorwill, Common 47, 105, 119 
Possible Breeding Record for Clark's 
Nutcracker in 1987 114 

Powers, Dick and Nancy 3 
Prairie-Chicken, Greater 6, 10, 18, 
41, 74, 100, 118 
Prairie Dog 52 
Purdy, Gary and Scott 10 


Rail, Black 13, 

34, 

41, 

70. 

74, 

iOO 

Clapper 13 






King 13, 14, 

34, 

41 




Virginia 14(2), 

19, 

42, 

74, 

100, 

, 118 

Yellow 13 






Rainy, Skip 66 






Randolph, Lanny 

10, 

23, 

30, 

60, 

82, 

114 






Rasmussen, Richard 

3, 11 

, 66 


Ratzlaff, Izen 

3(2) 

, 10, 

11, 

12, 


60, 66 






Neal 3(2), 10 

* 11 

, 12, 

23, 

60, 


66, 82, 114, 

117 






Raven, Chihuahuan 13 
Common 13 

Reagan, Paul and Phyllis 10 


Records Committee, Species for which 
It Seeks Documentation 12 
Redhead 4, 17, 39, 72, 98, 118 
Redpoll, Common 14, 22, 113 
Hoary 13 

Redstart, American 55, 61, 65, 80, 110 
Report, Treasurer’s 1994 2 

Christmas Bird Count for 1994 3 

Winter Field Report, 14 
Spring Field Report, 34 
Summer Field Report, 70 
Fall Field Report, 94 
Riss, Roger 10 
Roberson, Don 46 
Robin, American 8, 21, 52, 61, 64, 
84, 108, 119 
Rosche, Dorothy J. 10 
Richard C. 10, 46 
Rose, Kathleen, see Crawford-Rose 
Rudolph, Ernie and Linda 3 
Rumery, Alice 10 
Saladino, Travis 11 
Sanderling 44, 75, 102 
Sanders, Dick 11 
Kathy 11 
Sandhills 18 

Sandpiper, Baird’s 6, 14, 18, 44, 

76, 102 

Buff-breasted 44, 60, 102 
calidris sp. 102 
Least 44, 76, 102 
Pectoral 44, 63, 76, 102 
Semipalmated 44, 75, 102 
Sharp-tailed 13 

Solitary 43, 62, 75, 101 
Spotted 43, 62, 75, 101, 118 
Stilt 44, 76, 102 
Upland 43, 61, 63, 75, 101 
Western 44, 75, 102 
White-rumped 44, 102 
Sapsucker, Red-naped 13 

Yellow-bellied 7, 19, 27, 47, 

63, 105 

Williamson’s 13 
Sarpy County North American 

Migration Count, May 13, 1995 62 

Scaup, Greater 4, 17, 39, 98 

Lesser 17, 39, 61, 62, 73, 98, 118 
Scharf, William 13, 91 
Schlothauer, Lona 23, 60 
Sam 23 

Schmidt, Jeannette 10 
Scholar, Eric 11 

Scoter, Black 13, 98 

Surf 13, 98 
White-winged 13, 39, 98 
Screech-Owl, Eastern 6, 19, 47, 61, 
63, 77, 119 
Sharpe, Roger 91 

Sheets, Mindy 3 
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Sherrards, Chris and Dennis 10 
Shoveler, Northern 4, 16, 38, 61, 
62, 72, 97, 118 

Shrike, Loggerhead 8, 21, 52, 61, 
64, 79, 108 


Northern 8, 21, 52, 108 
sp, 119 


Silcock, W. Ross 10, 

12, 

13, 

23, 

60, 82, 91, 114 




Cattle Egrets Nesting 


89 

Nesting Mississippi 

Kite 


88 

Laughing Gulls in Nebraska 

66 

Winter Field Report, 

14 



Spring Field Report, 

34 



Summer Field Report, 

70 



Fall Field Report, 

94 



Siskin, Pine 9, 14, 

22, 59, 

61, 

113, 120 




Snipe, Common 6, 45, 

61, 

76, 

103 

Solitaire, Townsend’s 

8, 

21, 

51, 


61, 79, 108, 119 
Sora 42, 62, 74, 100 
Sparrow, American Tree 8, 21, 57, 
111, 119 

Baird's 13, 34, 58 

Black-throated 13 

Brewer’s 57, 70, 81 

Cassin's 13, 57, 70, 81 

Chipping 8, 57, 61, 65, 111, 119 

Clay-colored 57, 61, 65, 111, 119 

Field 8, 57, 65, 81, 111, 119 

Fox 58, 111 

Colden-crowned 13 

Grasshopper 58, 61, 65, 81, 111 

Harris* 9, 21, 58, 61, 65. 112, 120 

Henslow’s 13, 15, 70, 81, 111 

House 9, 61, 65, 84, 120 

Lark 57, 61, 65, 81, 84, 111, 120 

Le Conte's 58, 111 

Lincoln's 8, 58, 65, 112, 120 

Sage 13 

Savannah 58, 65, 111, 120 
Sharp-tailed 13, 111 
Song 8, 21, 58, 65, 112, 120 
Swamp 8, 58, 70, 81, 112, 120 
Vesper 8, 57, 65, 81, 111, 119 
White-crowned 9, 21, 58, 61, 65, 
81, 112*120 _ 

White-throated* 8, 21, 58, 65, 

81, 112, 120 
sp, 3 

Spoonbill, Roseate 13 
Starling, European 8, 21, 61, 64, 108 
Steinson, John 107 
Stilt, Black-necked 43, 75 
Stork, Wood 13 
Sullivan, John 10 
Sundernan, Natalie 12 
Swallow. Bank 49, 61, 63, 78. 106 
Barn 49, 61, 64, 78, 106, 119 
Cave 13 


Swallow, continued 

Cliff 49, 61, 63, 78, 106 
Northern Rough-winged 49, 61, 

63, 78, 106 

Tree 49, 61, 63, 78, 106 
Violet-green 49, 78, 106 
Sp. 64 

Swan, Trumpeter 10, 16, 37, 72, 97, 
118 

Tundra 4, 13, 37 
Sward, Clar^ 10 

Swift, Chimney 47, 61, 63, 77, 84, 105 
White-throated 47, 77, 105 
Sylvia, Tom 12 
Talbitzer, Bob 30 
Trenton 30 

Tanager, Scarlet 56, 65, 80, 110 
Summer 56, 65. 80, 110 
Western 56, 61, 65. 80, 110 
Taylor, Frances 10 
Teal, Blue-winged 38, 61, 62, 72, 

97, 118 


Blue-winged x 

Cinnamon 38 

Cinnamon 38, 

, 61, 

72, 97 

Green-winged 

3, 

4, 16, 38 

97, 118 



Tern, Black 4, 

, 46, 

, 61, 63, 1 

Caspian 46, 

104 



Common 46, 61, 104 
Forster’s 46, 63, 76, 104 
Least 46, 63, 76, 104 
Theunte, Dana 30 
Thomas, Edna Claire 23, 60, 82 
Thrasher, Brown 21, 52, 61, 64, 84, 
108, 119 

Curve-billed 13 
Sage 13 

ThruBh, Gray-cheeked 51, 64, 94 
Hermit 8, 51, 94, 108 
Swainson's 51, 61, 64, 79, 94, 108 
Varied 13, 14, 21, 52 


Wood 

52, 64, 

79, 94, 

108 

Tiemann, 

Marie 

12 


Titmouse 

, Tufted 

7, 50, 

, 64, 

Toll, Jerry 3, 

10, 11. 

12 

Tomback, 

Diana F. 

A Possible 


Breeding Record for Clark’s 
Nutcrackers in 1987 114 

Towhee, Green-tailed 13, 57 

Rufous-sided 8, 21, 57, 61, 65, 
80, 111 

"Eastern" 57 
"Spotted" 57, 111, 119 
Tree, Russian Olive 11 
Triplett, Margaret 10, 30 
Turkey, Wild 6, 18, 41, 61, 62, 
100, 118 

Turnstone, Ruddy 44 
Urwiller, James 30 
Mark 10, 30 
Usasz, Moni 10 
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Uttecht, Jan 3 

Veery 51, 64, 94 

Vireo, Bell's 52. 64, 79, 84, 108 


Black-capped 

13 



Philadelphia 

53, 

64, 

109 

Red-eyed 53, 

64, 

79, 

109 

Solitary 52, 

64, 

109 


Warbling 53, 

61, 

64, 

109 

Yellow-throated 

53, 

64, 1 

Vulture, Black 

13 




Turkey 40, 61, 62, 99, 118 
Walters, Betty 12 
Warbler, Bay-breasted 55, 110 
Black-and-white 55. 65, 80, 110 
Black-throated Green 54, 65, 110 

Black-throated Blue 13, 27, 34, 

54, 109 

Blackburnian 54, 65, 110 
Blackpoll 55, 65 
Blue-winged 13, 53, 109 
Canada 56, 110 
Cape May 13, 34, 54, 64 

Cerulean 55, 65, 79 

Chestnut-sided 54, 64, 79, 109 
Connecticut 13, 65, 110 
Golden-winged 53, 64, 109 
Hooded 13, 56 
Kentucky 56, 65, 80 

MacCillivray's 13, 56 
Magnolia 54, 64, 94, 109 

Mourning 56, 65, 80, 110 

Nashville 53, 64, 94, 109, 119 
Oporornis 80 

Orange-crowned 53, 64, 109, 119 
Pain 54 
Pine 13 
Prairie 13 

Prothonotary 55. 65, 80 
Swainson's 13 
Tennessee 53, 61, 64, 109 
Townsend's 13 
Virginia's 34, 54 
Wilson’s 56, 65, 110 

Worn-eating 13, 55 
Yellow 54, 61, 64, 109 
Yellow-ruaped 8, 14, 21, 27, 54, 
61, 64, 109, 119 

Ye How-throated 54, 65, 70, 79, 110 
Waterthrush, Louisiana 55, 70, 80 
Northern 55, 65, 110 

Waxwing, Cedar 8, 21, 52, 61, 64, 

79, 108, 119 
Weed, Carney 30, 


Whinbrei 13. 34. 43 
Whip-poor-will 47, 63. 77. 105 
Whistling-duck, Black-bellied 13 
Whooping Crane Sightings During 
Spring Migration 82 
Fall Migration 116 

Wigeon, American 4, 16, 38, 72, 98, 

118 

Eurasian 13, 34, 38, 98 
Wigton, Debbie 11 
Willet 43, 75, 101 
Williass, Chris 66 
Donald 10 
Wilson, Edith 11 
Erica 10 
Sid 11 

Winter Field Report, Deceaber- 
February 1994-95 14 

Wintering Bald Eagle Survey in 
Central Nebraska, 1994-1995 84 


Wolf, Duane 

66 



Wolfe, Joe 

12 



Wolff, Duane 

3, 

11, 12 


Wood, Donald 

23 

. 60, 82, 

114 

Gertrude 

23. 

60, 82, 114 

Woodcock, Common 

45, 76, 

103 

Woodpecker. Downy 

7, 61, 

63, 84, 119 

Hairy 7, 

61, 

63, 119 



Lewis’ 47 
Pileated 13 
Red-bellied 7, 47, 63 


Red-headed 7, 11, 

19, 

47, 

61. 

63, 77, 84, 105, 

119 



Three-toed 13 




Wood-Pewee, Eastern 

48, 

61, 

63, 


Western 48, 77, 105 
Wren, Bewick's 13, 50 
Canyon 13 

Carolina 7, 20, 50, 64, 78, 107 
House 50, 61, 64, 84, 107, 119 
Marsh, 7, 14, 20, 50. 64, 79, 107, 
Rock 50, 107 
Sedge 50, 64, 78, 107 

Winter 7. 14. 20, 50, 107 

Wright, Rick 13, 91 

Wyman. Wilaa 11, 61 

Howard 61 

Yellowlegs, Greater 43, 61, 75, 
101, 118 

Lesser 43, , 75, 101 
Yellowthroat, Common 56, 61, 65, 
80, 110 


Note : For the quarterly Field Reports, species are indexed to the 
page om which they appear; observers are indexed to the page 
listing their names; and locations of sightings are not indexed. 

Editor 1 s note : I am indebted to Dr. R.G. Cortelyou for the 
laborious task of preparing the index for Volume 63. 
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